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ian-Nationa!l Railway Company and
Trunk Corporation - Control= EJ & E West Compan

Dear Ms. Q ; Ian

hat's wron w:th this picture? This DEIS is a farce.

As soon as space on the Chicago inner rails are free, they will be filled up aga
but soon all the tracks will be full and gridlock will occur. The tremendous impg

he EJRE ., not adequately or-accurately documented and tnere re multipl

gnizes that we are being "railroaded".

| am a residept of the Village of Wayne, lllinois through which the Bl & E ra
strong objecton to the proposed purchase of the EJ & E West Co pany by
the Draft En ironmeéntal Impact Statement.

eneral Fla ; in the DEIS:

No Review of Alternataves The DEIS completely eliminated CREATE as a re

proposed acduisition based on a very narrow readmg of CN’s statement of pur j0s€ in
STB. CN's s‘ ated purpose in its application is to: (1) improve its operations, ( ) have :

in Chicago, ahd (3) develop closer relationships with companies and mdustrle'

N’s public sfatements have focused consistently on emphasizing that its ration
improve its of eratlonal efficiencies, it would seem that the latter twé stated pu kf:
an STB review of alternatives such as CREATE. This seems to bejan example

eview syste by incorporating such narrow statements of purpos that no othgr reasonal
easible. If agcess to the Kirk Yard (the only rail yard CN does not ¢urrently h ve acces§ {
now served by the EJ&E are so important to CN, the DEIS should Have made an effort t

of these pur pses before rejecting the CREATE alternative. Itis a particularly glaring othi




ubllc-pnvat regional freight management ptan that has already Heen partially funded|gifi };
envisions thgt a-substantial public investment is needed to mltqgat the enwrof:mental
vould have ﬂ the region.

Failure to Ase
Highway/Ral jation due t(? effects ‘
and provrde a range-of mitigation options for consideration. ih the first p!ace; we beligi !
Juld need mitigation. But, if we accept that only thjese 15 crossings would
$ $35 million ach, we
injthe DEIS. Since the:

0% of thesd costs, it is a failure of the DEIS that SEA did not invtlgate the feasona

inment, state governments, and localities actually]ha the'tax;)apzer funded B8
make up thedifferential that could range anywhere from $500 million down to $263 mli
ional f eld hearmg on thlS transaction; two State of Illinm - agencnes (IDOT ang

Capacaty Examination Based on Applicant's Operating Plan Rat
DEIS states that CN's operating plan would have the EJ&E operatipg at capacil
additional trlns beyond CN’s current projections is unlikely .  Itiis unclear whether this
on an accepthnce that the $100 million in line upgrades CN delialls in its operaling pla
ould ever db on the EJ&E. Given that CREATE documents projett that therq willbe a.

raffic through Chicago in the next 20 years, it would seem rea ngble that some of it e running
: mt accoy
! ‘ Xisting rig ;t -wayz to me
‘_, ht traffic as projected by the U.S. Department of Tranisportation and highlighiied in &he A 1erice

infrastructurel It is interesting to note that SEA’s forecast of fre ghtitraffic growts
about 2% an; ually (Attachment B, Appendix B, page 2 of 12) despite an admissi
hrough the Ghicago freight hub. It seems that the railroads are intérested in rgiammlzin :

public funding to support their industry, but want the oppo:tumw tominimize gr{owth projeq
e ould not pr@wde the

f Railroads’ White Paper that presses for public wtes'ment in fre ht rail | §

. Benefit to Current CN Line Communities Accepted at Face Valug: Much of‘the DE
he environmental “benefits” to communities currently on CN rail lings would offset the :
plong the EJ§E. This is based on the unsubstantiated assumptionthat CN's s hift in opd

permanent reg uctlon in frelght traff ic along those current lines of o‘ratlon Giv fen the -f 0
raffic in Chicg '




|

urrent CN lihes. As a result, the DEIS analysis is flawed in th;
reality that the negative environmental impacts will actually be
the greater ts hncagoland area as aresult of this transaction.

this transaction. In its application CN states that rail j j
i¢ funds from the CREATE project which would have d¢

substantiatich to that claim. i
. Unsubstdhtiated and Unsourced Data: If an environmental ;lm ct studyl meant ta

embers of e pubhc the STB Board, and regulatary agencies w’

z artment of Transportatxon in previous Environmental fmpact Studies prep.
erceptlon 0 Valldlty for this DEIS must be based on an acceptabt level of d: ia validi

greements fith the inference that these negotiations can achi eve
owever, th DEIS provides a broad range of mmgatron possibiliti¢

predicted to xperience an Ldn of 70 dBA or greater may unreaso ebly burden the -\
ould any .‘ munity know that the Ldn of 70 dBA is an unsutista

Air quality i acts It can be argued that this transaction will nega ely impa

hucago Metfo region and that a cumulative impact assessment nek
air quality impacts of its current operations has not been rewev&ed
lllinois Centra I Railroad and connected its existing lines across all ¢ /
Orleans. In 2001, CN purchased the Wisconsin Central Rallroad hich gave €N a ne
Lake Superl Lakes Mlchlgan and Huron and enhanced CN'’s connections b

connection
ince CN's a'
broad cumul dtive air quality assessment.that is Iong overdue

omeland S xcurity Issues: Congress and the Administration have {
developing a becurity regime for the purpose of guarding agamst threats pose
rade system ‘and specifically, one of its primary mediums, the ma itime cargoﬁmntame




on have imposed a riggh
e U.S. directly via o

it grican neighbors thal
' ted to the same strict standards as those entenng e U.S. throﬁgh ado
Mthreat to both-our regional and national security, Eaf

epresents a y, and our economid
id not exaniine the indirect impact on homeland security safegua ds given the increase
upert - whic

National pla’;s to bnng in through the Canadian Port of Prince

TAR I| e ;,‘
, ihs.” n fa 11
brk with Metra to exp o all opta ns" 5; laa -
itigation . Ifihe EJ&E uld nd

decoming a reality.” Future assurances that woul .._ have to bé'honore e
ess unless the FEIS mandates that when the STAR he is fundeél CN wul a ow it tb run

f ) actually I$KS 5 Metia i ail/EJRE
tis hard to beheve that an analysns that can't keepi tra ¢k of the number of at-@ade cross

2 pacity beyond the tram numbers reﬂected in the{ Appli
ther railroags to coordmate trackage- nghts operatnons orto ensu

12. Northwtern Indiana’s-Expansion-of Commuter Rail Service it lgnored; EThe DEK
Ipldnned expgnsion of existing Northern Indiana commuter rail service “was not reasona
bter 4) so SEA chose not to assess the impacts {%st g (

iler rails crossing the EJ&E at-grade in Griffith, Maynafd, and Dy
Congressiongl Field Hearing on this transaction, the Northwestern{indiana Re gional Plgn
(NIRPC) strehuously objected to that dismissal stating, “State legiglation to he, p financg
passed one House of the Indiana Legislature this past spring, and a bill to secpre a fina
expected to He reintroduced during the next session. The expanddd commuter rail se
eries of NIRPC studies and the NIRPC Board has taken a policy fosition to support t.
he federal, sfate and local levels and the Phase | Alternatives Iﬁna ysis is undé}way ang
ecome avaigble shortly It is wrong and unreasonable to dismissiand undemut the o
easibility stufly before it is completed.” : u

is also S==p Drted by a

;
E
ehicular G :- lock Analysis Flaws: ;

pie g e



[he basic vatiable is the projected Average Daily Traffic (AD J
level. Commjunities along the EJ&E have done their own currént A

he EJ&E anll the potential for vehicular delays at grade cros?gs requires th 't numerg
nstances th jt the ADT numbers that are used as SEA’s basis for projections @ [

ong (June 2008 Terrace Standard) and those longer train el
nversaho with:-local commumtles Interms of traln speeds,

on this line. t is questionable that the speeds provided to SEAi by EN can be ;}chleved
movement II have to be mtegrated W|th commuter trains and ioth,r frelght traff i
rossings th tare in need of mitigation.

Noise Asse ment Flaws:

mputers This methodology is too generahzed and could result i i
homes that cpuld require mitigation for noise impacts. The DEIS
nsuderatlo of mitigation for noise impacts that has no technical b
been roundl A criticized by the U.S. Environmental Protectlon Agen .

include a map showmg low-income and minority homes that w?uidbe impact

rst respond r-EMS facnlnty on both sides of the EJ&E, itis autdma ically dlsq J
onsndered flotentially substant:ally impacted.” Thxs fails to take i to account iomerge

more popula bd-areas along current CN lines, communmes alohg
more difficult for first responders to travel expeditiously on alteEatl ve routes.

acility is on the “wrong” side of the tracks, it doesn’t matter if both !
ide of the trdcks as they can't get to the nearest medical facili he DEIS analysis di
noting that “rv sponse to the actual scene of an emergency is the mbst critical ;ctlon no
emergency It fedical facility.” It seems astounding that SEA concludes getting the patie
hospital quickly is not a “critical action”, when if fact timely accqss o a skilled "f'edlcalt
quipment cah mean the difference between life and death!



Public Safet { Impact Flaws:

ater cheml

from well sampllng, and, municipal liability for, gne wells and l'frastrxi

i

ddressmg emergency The disastrous realtty of what commuri
derailed andresulted in a hazmat spill cannot be overstated:
increase in hpzardous cargo loads, this risk is very real. Increased
ompounded by CN’s deplorable safety record in Canada that has le
government gver the last several years. That SEA decided noi to ke
developing the DEIS is
unfathomabl¢ and needs to be rectified, as Canada has concluple
‘cultire off r” that CN has created for employees who try to rbpo. safety~reigted proh

Envuronmen EMinistry that it failed to act properly to confine the ispll . ¢
luck at play -if the derailment had happened-a mile before Waba un or a mll fafter It
non-event.” Maybe so. Butitwas CN's response, not the deral lm at
reputation. Vithin 48 hours, the trains were moving again, yet Jake
been stood up by a CN official who had promised to meet with then..
A few dozen people blocked the main railway crossing in the town
he media. Even so, Harrison took 10 days to issue a written apol gy to reS|d

Economlc Is es:

17. Resuden al Housing Impacts Ignored: Although the DEIS ad ’ts that “some homes
line with 20 aHiditional trains could experience a decrease in prepe ty value” it concluded
minor, negh ple effects” if the tra nsactlon were to be approved% T 'ere isno al empt by

D artlcularly p pblematic given the state of today’s housing market a nd the fact 3at muc

along the EJ |E has been recent. An August 2008 Zillow real esta e study in the greatef
’ T ‘

1d | "rke sald



, he -,
S to prevg

18 Reglon Business Impacts Ignored: The DEIS conclude th the only jdg?s impa
nduced - would be in the rall industry, and that the 280 ra;l job ios_,j ini

eneral Co ormlty emlssmns thresholds (100 tons/year for aIE aff 'cted poilut ts)” (p
gs that NOx is the “criteria pollutant of greatest coricer» w;th respag

‘ hrch couid ose a barrier to metropolitan Chicago’s efforts to achleve federalj requ:r
he revused f stlmates reduce this number to. 95.8 tons/yr (T abie 4 

A {there woulqj be no cf
EJ&E and o Rertrains using EJ&E rail line asa tesult of the pr po;ri action ( o )
the way that | :

N -and co ‘equently used in the DEIS for fuel consumption and gir quality a alySIs -1
accounting far changes in fuel consumption that-would result frbm thanges in &!mg tim {_’
on EJ&E line§. Based on the delay information presented in the Rail Operations segmel
seem that defay on EJ&E lines would increase for both EJ&E and gther trains thus incraa gy
emissions. | ,

Carbon Foot‘ rint Issues:

1. IncreaS' Fuel Usage and Climate Change: The DEIS includds both “oninai” and 'rg¥
se and statés that an additional 723,684 gallons of fuel (or 2 ,569,889 gallons | o
be used under CN's proposed action in the year 2015. Contrast this with the N claim S/
uel use efficincy in the Chicago area. The reality is somewhat dif ral




emissions ofigreenhouse gases, a subject
that is givenshort shriftin the DEIS. The DEIS seems to que on whether h

z pproach tos Iumate change is out-of-date and out of step with *the asmon f e

4, worldwide scientific consensus. President Geérgew Bush re

States takesjthis issue seriously” and would be supporting the | igoal of reducin
ercent by «a The DEIS fanls to analyze the cumulative effectsjof greenho e gas
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