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to further exacerbate the situation by approving this deal will only serve
our struggling economy; all for the benefit of a foreign company.

National has expressed no sincere interest in the environmental and
‘ eds of the Illinois communities that will be impacted by their operations. In
fact, they ha?;| been less than cooperative with our local Lake Zurich officials. Repeated
attemipts at obtaining vital hazardous materials information for the public safety officials
ther it len on deaf ears at the CN or they have simply chosen to ignore our

app nt tha the STB and CN are attemptmg to expedite the approval and acquisition
ses in advance of the u lEcommg Presidential elections and before our next President
apgurated on January 20™. Why? Simply put, the terms of the current STB members
ill ekpire and newly appointed members by the next President could spell disaster for
N RR; 3s it should! This matter is of such importance that itShould be reviewed by
1y appointed STB members who will be in office to face the consequences of their
pn.

/ rmiilga ion measures that the CN and not Lake Zurich and US tax payers should
cur in the unlikely event the STB approves this foolish attempt to monopolize the
T lro#d‘ feight industry in the US; which is the ultimate plan of the CN.

 4aid, it :t‘now important to point out the fatal flaws in the EIS and to point out the

The Viillage President of Lake Zurich and the Board of Trustees have gone on record
ng the fransaction, and I as a resident taxpayer strongly oppose this acquisition.
pecific reasons are spelled out below:
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" upe the BJ&E tracks which would decrease the amount of carbon emissions by
T ucing(F:tomobile traffic. The proposed transaction will jeopardize STAR Line’s

. viability and effectiveness with significant negative impact on the region’s traffic
dngestion and air quality.

The $TB, s to clearly understand our economic situation and must require the CN be
D0% financially accountable to mitigate all of the adverse public safety and
envirpnmental impacts imparted on the Village of Lake Zurich. The STB should not
ynore our pleas for full consideration of the mitigation measures stated below:

and Usg and Socioeconomics - The projected increase in trains actually would impact
vely on the land uses abutting the line. For example, areas planned or approved for

Safety— Recently, and based on current train frequency, three separate accidents occurred
i area inyolving the death of children. Although the railroad may not be at fault,

pate requency will increase the probability of additional accidents of this nature.
‘ord br to address this safety concern, the installation of barrier walls along the rail




adjacent to residential and school property, pedestrian crossing bridges and controlled
accgss poi s should be provided at no cost to Lake Zurich.

aterials Transportation — The Draft EIS does not address any resources or

Noise and Vibration — The Quiet Zone should be maintained through an agreement with

he N as the railroad still has ultimate control on whether they need to maintain this
corrilor. CN should perform a noise analysis as part of their environmental study and
shou]d cpntact every property owner residing in the subdivisions and adjoining areas
noted belo (all located within SO0 feet of the EJ&E tracks) to discuss additional
landscape buffers and/or fencing. Noise walls or other types of sound barriers similar to
those used by IDOT to protect properties from highway noise, should be built to mitigate
soungl and prevent egress and ingress onto the railroad right-of-way to protect these areas
of the Village. These areas include: Concord Village, Wicklow Village, Braemar,
Carolyn Court, Hillman’s, Bruce, Mionske, Prospect Park, and Hefler’s Subdivisions,

he Landings and Terrace Lane Apartments; School District 95 (Lake Zurich High

hool; May Whitney); and the entire Downtown Lake Zurich Redevelopment Area.

angportation Systems — The intersections at Old Rand Road and East Main Street
ould expe lence traffic backing up over the tracks, especially around school times and
during the AM and PM rush hours. CN should fund construction of overpasses and/or
nderpasses for the following at-grade crossings: Oakwood Road, East Main Street, Old
Rand|Road, and Cuba Road. The Village believes that mitigation for these at grade
crossing is appropriate and warranted.

n closing, I would encourage the STB to REJECT the Canadian National Rail Road
acquisition of the EJ&E Rail Road as this is the only correct decision given the
tastrophic impact it will have in Lake Zurich and all of the communities in the Chicago
etropolitan area. I wish to thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.
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