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PROCEEDINGS

MR. NAVECKY: Good evening, everybody. I think

we're ready to begin. Thank you for attendirig tonight's publie

meeting. I%'d like to now officially callvit to ‘order. My name:

is Dave Navecky with the Surface Transportation Board in
Wazshington, D. c. I'm Ln the agency's Section of Environmental
Analysis, sémetimes referred to as SEA or S-E-A.

It is. my section within the. agency that was
fesponsible for'preparing the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement f{or the Alaska Railroad's Proposed Northern Rail
Extension Project, which would run from réughly'here in
North Pole down te the vicinity of Delta Junction.

| The board is the federal agency responsible for
granting authority ‘for the censtruction and operation of.
railroads in the U.S. In July in2607)ithevrailr9ad applied to

our agency for that authority for the Proposed Northern Rail

Extension Project. And as I mentioned, SEA was the agency

responsible for preparing the EIS.

We were also assisted in preparing the EIS by

ceight other agencies, including the U.S. Department of Defense,

Alaskan. Command, the Bureau of Land Management, the’ Federal
Transit Administration, the Federal Railroad Administration,
the U.S. Air Force's 354th Fighter Wing at Eielson, the

U.s. Army Corps of Engineers, thée U.S. Coast Guard,; and the

Alaska Department of Natural Resources.
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'If you had not already done so, I'd appreciate
if you could sign up that ybu.attendedltonigﬁt's mééting'a; the
table{' You éan.just do so on your way out. We also:have;
comment fgims at. the table that ybu may have picked up.

| You. have a ﬁumber'ofgoptions to provide ug
comments.én the document. Tonight is one option to speak to us
and provide-your‘orai comments. The other options are to
pro&ide your comments in writing. You can. provide those
comments to us tonight on the forms we provided, or you can
mail thosge in to us. | |

We only“—- the Comméht period closes on
February 2nd of .2009. And if you're mailing the comments to
us, 'they will need to be postmarked'by-February 2nd. Y¥You also
have the option of submitting your comments to'us' |
éleétronically via outr Web site and get a little extra time.
They're still due on the 2nd of February, but you don't have to

worry about dropping them in the wail. 2And the forms that we

provided to you tonight give you Some instructions on how te

access our Web site and provide those comments. .And I belicve
there are additionéi instructions-in the Draft Environmeﬁtal
Impact Statement.

For ténféht’s meeting, we Have a éiQhAup list

for people that would like to speak. And when we get to that

“poiht, each individual will have approximately five minutes to

speak. I will call the individdal, and we agk if yog could.

3
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1 come ‘up to the front'so4everyohe canr hear you, and also-the
2 microphones be able to pick your commernts up.
3 . QuY iliterest there is that we have a court
4 reporter over to'mY'righﬁ. She is going to. be recording all
-5 the comments, and transcripts of your comments will be provided
6 for the, record. And those will be~your-~~rany-ora1 comments.-
7 you make tonight will be considered equally in any written
8 comménts that ybu;ﬁfdvideﬁ if you provide oral comments
9 tonightf_you can provide-written comments, or you can just
i0 -provide-written commgnts. It'"s all ‘up to you and what you're
11 phE'sztwgomfortable with.
12 aAlso, I wanted to mention to you that at the
13 table.with me is Don Perrin with the Alaska Department of
i4 Natural Resources. DNR was one of our cooperating agencies),
15 aﬁd they have an additional role in this project, and that role
16 is why DNR is present and alsd a cosponser of toilight's public
17 meeting. And T'll let Don mention a few-words.about.that.
18 MR. PERRIN: Sure, Dave. Thanks. As Dave:
19 said, DNR is a cooperating ageney with this NEPK,docUMent}
20 ‘We've worked with the railroad ahd'the-STB and other agencies
21 to try to make sure that the document iHCOrﬁcrateé
22 environmental as well as access concerns that are relative to
23 DNR's .authority and statutory responsibilities.
24 In-addition to this NEPA process; there was.
25, algo a atate law that was passed-in 2004 that's éntitled

R R+ o SR
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The Extension of_the=Aléska,Railroad. And the title for that

iz AS 42.40.460. That allows the railroad to basically

identify a 500-foot corridor, all or part. of, between

North Pole, Delta Junction, and the Canadian border.

At which time they identify that, and at which

‘time DNR. comsult. withi potentia‘lly affected parties, including

the:public and yourselves and other agencies, DNR will make a
finding that the proposed location of. the corridor minimizes
adverse impacts on existing rights of way, trails, and uses atd
construction associated with the.gas-pipeline.

So'in addition to this process, ﬁNR will also
be. issuing a public notice for this reservation and conveyance
of this tiéﬁspértétion corridor. And that will occur Hometimeé
between now and this summer, I would-imagiﬁe. Roughly so.
We'll notify the public when that' happens. |

So -the railroad has identified this corridor,

and theyt‘ve agsked DNR to reserxrve it: SO we are now in the

process of consulting with potentially affected partiés, which
ie you folks and others that I identified. The basis of this
corridor is two documents that the railroad has prepared, which
ig an alternative analysis study. And they prefer the route:
réport, which they submitted to the Surface Transportation

Board, that essentially identifies the corridor as lhiere's where

‘we want to put the line.

Wwhat DNR will do is once we've consulted with

5 |

g
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‘'which time the railroad applies for those.

11

‘what ‘you. use. Kind of a where, when, and how, you know, thing.
15

16"

23

- 6|
affected parties, we'll draft a propeosed decision, issue that {

withga pub1iC notice, and give you folks agchénce to look at it i
and comment bé.é.l_.c, to us what your feelings are on that. And |
that will be roughly a 30-day public notice. And then DNR will ?
look at the comments and issue a final decision reserving the
corridor for the railroad.

Obviously the_project is. going to require
Humerous other state and federal permits, which aren't really

on the topic of today's discussion, but that will occur, at

So. for these public meetings, DNR is very
interested in hearing your comments as to where you guys go,

where your plac¢es are, wheré you cross, when do you do it, and

And for that we've got maps in the.baék room
there that AJ is holding up. And so if you get time and you
have 'the desire, please g0 back there and mark those maps up

with a marker that we have and let us know where you go d we

can document that and make sure that your access is minimally i
impéCth_or not affected by this project. i
| .I think that's all I have. TIf ybu guys Have ;
questions for me or DNR, pléasé'feél free to approach me, and g
also call the DNR office of Mining, Land and Water at 451-2740. §
And that's all I have. Thank you. é
MR. NAVECKY: Thank you, Don. In addition to ;‘

e7a1d6f6-4668-46a8-bc88-80b1a74172eb
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1 your -- we're here tonight to hear your comments on the
2 project, and I just wanted to point out where we are in our
3 procéss in the environmental review process. That's indicated
4 by the yéliow star there on the poster bdardéup'frdnt‘
5 fle started initially with what we.refer to as a
& scoping process. We were up here for a series of meetings, and
7 including meeting in ‘this room. . And during that scoping
8 process, we. were soliciting_your interest inztﬁe project, which
9 are what analyses we should look at, what type of impacts we
10 should review, what_type,uf impacts were ofﬁconcernAto'yQu,
11 Thosé comments were obtained from both residents, citizens,
12 ~peopie that récreate in the'area. And we also solicited those:
13 type of comments from local, federalv and state agencies;
14 And we used tbat information to prepare the
15 final scope of gtudy for the Draft-Environﬁéntal Impact
16 Statement, which was issued in April of 2008, &nd that helpéd
17  guide the development of the Draft EIS which. you feceived in
18 Décemberu
1.9 In“t@night{s meeting‘We}reyéagér to obtain your
20 comménts, in addition to Don poirited Outj the interest in |
27- access issueg. We're interested in hearing cOﬁments, either
22 tonight orally or in your written comments, on all aspects of
23 the document, whether there are any preferénces on routes, |
24 comments, interest on’ the potential impacts.
2% And: we're also eager to get_your:comments on-,

T TR T by T o TR
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‘1 thé proposed mitigation, There's a section in the document.

2 where my section, SEA, has identified a fairly lengthy list of

3 mitigation measureé that we would recommend be imposed on the
4 .railroad if this project ‘were to go forward. And it you have
5 suggestions~onyadditional mitigation, changes in that

6 mitigation, we'd like to hear that as well.

7 - At the end of the comment period on

§  February 2nd, we'll take all those comments, and we'll dddress

9  all those comments in the Final EIS. And in the Final EIS, in
10  addition to addressing your comments, my section, SEA again,
11 will identify a environmentally preferable route, and we will
12 alSOZfinalize.our're¢ommenaations for mitigation on_tﬁe
13 project. | |
14 And that Final EIS with all those
15 recommendations then goes to our three-member board. That's
16 ‘the actual members that represent the Surface Transportation

17 'Board. &And it is those three members who will vote and make

T T S EH T

18 the final decision on the railroad's ;equest*for the authority to §
19 coristruct and opérate the railroad.

20 - And there are basically three aveﬁues‘that the.
21  board can go. They' could deény the project, they could apptove
22 thegprojeét, or they can approve.the project  with mitigation:.
23 _And-assuming the board were to;apbiove the_projectl that

24  authérity is -- will be called permigsive. It gives tHe | %

25 railroad the authority to construct and operate the railroad, |

L— T T e —— eresy——— T —— :
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1 but it does not réquire.them tb do it. E
2 | It all depends on whether .or not they have ‘the é
3 findnces and everything else in order that they héed to proceed E
4  with construétion and Cperationl And that includes, a1so, a g
5 large handful of other state and local permits that they need |
'fG to obtain, including DNR‘S'permits¢'permitsﬁfrom,the | :
7 Corps of Engineers, from the U.S. Coast Guard. Approvals from ?
8 the U.8. Departmenﬁ of Defense, since the railroad, depending %
9  on routes selected, would ¢ross DOD lands: They'd need %
10 approvals from FERA, Federal Railroad Administration, Federal. g
11 Transit Administration, and so forth and so on. %
12 S0 eveﬁ if ouxr agency approves the project; i
:13 it's just one step in the prOCeSS-Qf'pr0ceeding with the §
14 railroad. Yes, sir. | | g
15 MR. DAVIES: Just a quick guestion. The z
16 Surface Transportation Board, the route is probably our biggest %
17 concern. Would that route chéhgé-aftef'thé Traﬁsp6rtatidﬁ- §
18 Board makes a decision given all this additional permitting |
19 processg?
20 MR. NAVECKY: No. They would havé to proceed |
21 ~Qith the route —;-ifJEhe board were to authorize the project, g
22 -they would have to proceed with the route that the board %
23 authorizes. ?
24 And with that, we'll begin the oral comments é
25 For those individuals that have signed up. Again, if you could %

e7a18f6-4868-4628-bcB8-80b1aT4172eb
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1 come to the front of the room. And before you start, if you ?
2 could_state'ybur*némE~and spell your last name $o that the
3 court reporter can get that on the'récording and we can have an
4 ‘accurate record of who was prgviding those comments.
5 And the first person signed up was ~
6 Jacques Etcheverry. T don't know if I pronounced -- I
7. apolégize if I mispronounce names.
8 "MR. ETCHEVERRY: Do you want me to spell my-
9 last name or just?,,.n
10 MR, NAVECKY: Yes, if you could, please.
11 ‘MR. ETCHEVERRY.: Jacques Etcheéverry. TLast name
120 . E-t-c-h-e-v- -- as 4in Victor -- é—r—r—y.
13 MR. NAVECKY: I guess if -- this is the
14 microphdne over here, right. You could probably just stand
15.  over there; yoﬁ:don“t'have'to -~ kind of face us.and the
16 audience if you'd like.
17 . ‘MR. ETCHEVERRY: Well, first off, is anybody
18 else Alaska Trappers Associationt member? Then I'm here with
19 you for them. ‘Well, then I'I1l represent.them too.. I'm here to
20 plead with you guys. to start looking at. the Eielson 3 réute:for
21 the project, bhecause -- well, the main éoncern is 1 and 2 go
22 right through my house, the first part of it; I méan, that's a
23 ?main'concern;
24 Second is that you're going to be disrupting a
25 lot of the gooa farm land. out there. I mean, a lot of people

T SR TR SRt L5 SAUEE ot oa MR BRIY o Pk <R R A TR
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have their lives out there. Third is that there's a lot of }1
habitat. TIt's a gr&yling-spawning area outﬁtherea all the
little tributaries off of the sloughs. Otters, mink,; marten,
lynx, wolves. There's a 1ot‘oﬁ_huntingigding on ‘out there. A
lot of people coming out fishing and stuff, Fourth of Jﬁly.
| T just think that going towards the.highway

route would be less destructive to the community, and also it
would, you knb@, help put. money iﬁto the pocket. You guys
could, you know, taily uplthe’timber sales from all the wood..
It just' o it ‘seems Iike- a better route to me, not ,on'ly because
I want to keep my home, but for you guys, too. Okay. That*sr
all I have to say. Okay.

MR.. ﬁAVECKY: Thank you. Next is Warren Smith.

MR. SMITH: My name is Warren Smith. I live on
the Eielson farﬁ community. S-m=i-t-h. Again, I would like to
address the route in the Eielson 1,; 2; 3 segments. I want to
go on record as supporting the sggmentZB, which is ﬁhe
Alaska Railroad's preferred route, because of the disruption
that Eielson -~ that the segment 2 and 1 create.

I would like to point out that 1 believe the
impacts to the farmland and the private property is more
extensive than what you came up with in your Draft EIS. And

that basically the Eielson 3 route, if that is: selected, is a

route that I could support, and feel that it's the best one for

the whole projéct. Thank you.

e T R

i
;
3.
‘
¢
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1 MR. NAVECKY: Thank you. &tu Davies.- ° ?
2 MR.. DAVIES: Stu Davies, D-a-v-i-e-s. Before ;"i
3 read my: letter, I ﬁust have somé random thoughts. I waﬁt to
4 thank the Surfaée Transportation Board'fqr doing an extengive
5 EIS. I"thought the summary was the EIS, and then I gotlto the
6 CD and found out that it was about 300 pages long. Lots of :
7 maps and ‘all that sort of stuff. | é
8 ~ And I think you answered my f£irst question §
9 there, the one I asked in the back, that the only: reason I'm g
a0 here is the concern over the route. And once that route is, ?
11 decided, you know, I can jump behind the railréad sooner or
a2 later, depending on the route that you pick.
13 I would really like to see some of our elected.
14 officialg'here. Any assembly members here? Any legislators? %
15 Okay. We got two assembly members. Good. And I did note that’
16 Mr.. Kennedy, who serveés on the board, came up in 2006. Is that g
17 his :name? ©One of the Surface Transportation Board members? %
18 | Maybe I didn't get his name right, but .I did see that one of
19  the board members didLi,,}
20 MR. NAVECKY: Mr. Buttrey, perhaps?
21 MR. DAVIES: He came and reviewed the project
22 in 2006. I'm a farmer. My backyard ishpretty%x= prbbablyﬁa
23 bit smaller than the U.S. mili£ary's backyard, but it looks.
24  like my backyard is one of ‘the spots where you want to put a
25 raiiroad, |

e7a1dA6-4RBR-4638-heAR-R0b 1a741726b
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I've argued;with nmy friends and neighbors and 13:
some of the other folks arcund héere about minimizing the impact ;
to private propertym Private property in the state of Alaska é
is held in, what, less than 1 percent. And the railroad. wants é

tb put a road -- or highway right down thfough'the middle of a
small section of private property that we haveé here in:the
North Star‘Boréugh.

So_that was a concern. But I-think I lost that
argument in terms of when I saw the maps aﬁd_the réutes and
thét soft;ofﬁthingh It reallyLWOuld have been nice to open up
that other side of the river and have no impact on private
property or f‘a:rm.in_g.l |

So one of my messSages was get across the river,

and you have decided to c¢ross the river a lot sodner than at

the Flag Hill site. There appears to be broad support for the

railrdad. I read pretty much all the comments: that have been
written to you. The Whitestone Community must have had a
church meeting and had all their mémbers sign a petition
encouraging and supporting'the railroad.

0f course, the _B.O_rough Assembly is going to

'support the failtroad because of the potential of a levy that

would be built, which is found -- that levy iufoh_na't-ion is

found in that €D if you turn it on -+ 1in the: back, and which
would really help the Salcha community, maybe, if it's done

right, to protedt'thém from flooding.

B
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! So I just want to go ahead amnd read my letter *
2 to you. And please consider the folloﬁing comments,tp.help the .
3 Surface Transportation Board decide the best route for the
4  Alaska Railroad's corporation -- Alaska Railroad Corporation's
5 Northern Rail Externsion Project from North Pole: to
6 Delta Junction.
7 These comments refer only to the Eielson
8. alternative sédgments. My family and I are stakeholderg in thisg
9 pfocessl as our homes and farns lie along the path of Eielson
10 alternative segments l.and'Zm Naturally we oppose fhis
11 proposed'route because of the: negative impacts. construction and
12 operation of the railrocad would. have to us and our rural
13  lifestyle.
14 A partial list of théseé mégative impacts
15 tincludejpropefty-devaluation, loss of income from farming,
16 -resﬁricbad_access to recreation -- fishimng, hunting, trapping,
17 skiing, snow machining, you name it; dog sledding -~ creation
18 of additional safety hazards, increased noise, vibration, loss
19 of visual aesthetics, loss of wildlife habitat, loss of flyway
20  habitat. My farm is a familiar stopping place for migrating
21 waterfowl in the spring and fall. The list could go on.
22 In short, this routé wil1gdestndy.our rural
23 lifestyle. We constructed.our'rehirement home: and our fafm in
24  2003. We had no idéa.theﬁVthaﬁ the Alaska Railroad would plan
25 a rail line literally in our backyard. On a podsitive note, we

e N
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‘Alaska Railroad's spur through the Eielson Air Force Base, the

" that'e Eielson. altérnative segment 1 and 2. If quIStay up ‘on é
the highway, there's less impact to private property, and no }
imﬁact_to'farming, ' | : : ' f

There would be no greater environmental
impact -- I'm not an environmental expert, but as the éxisting
trangportation and utilitytcorfidor already'impacts the route,
it would continue to concentrate noise, vibration!‘and safety %

: 15
are not opposed to the railroad, and hope this project will be
a continuation of a rail line into Canada and the Continental ;

United States.

| The Alaska Railroad Corporation's preferred:
route is Eielson alternative segment 3. We prefer this route
for ﬁhe fcllowing reasons -- we also prefer that route.
Eielson alternative segment 3 would operate..in an established
transportation.and'utility corridor. 1It's already there. This
includes the four-lane Richardson Highway, Golden Valley

Electiic Association's high-voltage transmission liie,

Qld RiChaidson Highway, and the always'active miles long runway
at Eielson Air Force Base.

That transportation and utility:COrridor is
already there. It prevents the establishmént of a second
corridor. If you crown to the south of Piledriver Slough,

guess what, you got two transportation corridors now. And

issués in an established transportation :and utility corridor.

G NN TP N AT TP S Y E A R e o
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Most of'the.south and west banks of Piledriver Slough wobuld °
remain in its natural state. It stays on military land unt 1l ;
it's connécted with the Salcha segment . Z

.A-quick view of the routes, if you look on the ?
map., revéals'that this segment i1s not only the preferred route,
but the mogt logical being straighter-and shorter. Any :

recreational impacté to this segment‘areAOutlined>iﬂ= f
Alaska Railroad's required mitigation. Basically behind me and ?
between Eielson Air Force Base runway, that's Air Force Base %
recréation area. It's a bow hunting area. There's fishing |
over there. You have to have a permit froém tﬁé-Army to even E
recreate there. J%

If you pick Eieison,alternétive segment 3, all
the negatives affecting our homes and property noted; that will §
g6 away. In conclusion, my family, neighbors, and T hope that '?

H
the Surface Transportation Board will approve the railroad ‘;
corporation's preferred route, Eielson alternative segment 3, ?

The Alaska Faxrm Bureau and the'Eielson farm ;
community oppose any loss of agricultural land as a result of
the construction of the rail line. We've been waiting a long
fime, ?005 ig .really -- when he says the law was_passed in
2004, they've been waiting gince 200%4.

Regarding a decigion of tﬁe‘routing of the

" railroad, we were under the impression that when this EIS came
‘out, that bang, a ioute would be there dnd we would know where

S oo S e S g i S S B R N T T S T R T T
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15 'Farm Road, and if segment 3 is chosen, like my husband said, it é

18
20

22
2.3
24 ©Oh, small -- they're coaching back there. So it's really a

25’ ’beautifu1 place, and to have it locked in betwéen the railroad
)] .

the railroad was going to be, but no, we're still here. We 17%
hope that a decision can be madé by<the.board»300ner than %
later. I hope you .decide in our favor so that we can plan %
farmihg.aqtiVities without the cloud of impending leoss. ‘Thanks %
for this opportunity. I would béfhgppy to -answer any queStibns i
that you have.

MR. NAVECKY: Thank you for your comments.

ME. DAVIES: You bet.

MR: NAVECKY: Next signed up is %

Darcy Etcheverry.
| MS. ETCHEVERRY: Darcy Etcheverry. It's the.
same .as_ his. Do you want me to spell it? |
COURT REPORTER: No.

‘MS. ETCHEVERRY: Okay. I livé at 4900 Eielson

would go right through our backyard. And T wanted to also
mention another of my favorite recreation pastimes is riding

horses. &and I have the horses out at our property. And the

slough -- besides ‘the farm, the slough behind our house is é
the -- kiﬁd of the center of our home:, | ?
And we ride horses out there, we go. floating é

down it. We iove to float down the slough.. And we see %
?

grayling and bald eagles. And we see all sorts of animals.

e7a1d66-4668-4628-bc88-80b1a74172eb
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and the highway I think would be very detrimental t6 that area.
Thank_yoﬁ. |

MR. NAVECKY: Thank you for your comments.
Robin Davies.

MS. DAVIES: My name is Robin Davies;

D-a-v-i-e-s. @And T think that ygﬁ heard from my husband and my

© daughter some of the stuff I. wanted to talk about. But we

built our home in 2003. And I don't know if they mentioned,
but when we built ourvhdme,léﬁ-phe map was:a‘railroad‘corridof,
but we never expected this, you know.

And then when this happened in 2005, we have
beén dealing'with.it_Sihge'thenqv And it isjincrgdibly
nerve-racking. Now, we opened up your -- we opened up your
Summary, and we'ré like, oh, we'li'knbw.Bomething'uow_ And
then it's like, no, we really don't, ‘you know:.

And then what I did was I went and took your
summary off of the summary table for Eielson”lﬁ 2, and 3, and I
putvit in.a gfaphrthat was easier for ‘me to ‘compare the roﬁtés;

And I think there's some problems with some.of these. areas, so

© I just want to talk about a couple. One would be -- the thing

that Jjumped out at me is that theré's much moré wetlands on the
preferred:route 3; which makes me hervous, bécause you hear
about. wetlands, you know-

And I don't know how to argue that very much,

because I don't know much about- wetlands. And I fead your D,

I T R I Wy S Frapy e a—
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'thinking about was we -attract a 1ot:of:animals to the farm

15
and it's way too hard for me to understand. But this map here

that I got you, which shows -- I have penciled in our farm.
And the ‘big farm would be ours. The red dot is Ovl..l_]:‘ house. And
then the orange dot would be Darcy's house.

And then this gréen dot is a hazardous site. I
read last night QﬁereAhhay talk about hazardous sites, and you

didn't say anywhere in the Eielson section. I don't know if

you knew about that one. It's Supposged to be cleaned up néxt
summer, but I don't know what that means. It's an &ld military
site.

But it shows the wetlands, this is your wetland
map. And I think -~ I'm just wondering hHow many of these
wetlands were made because of the construction of the highway,
you know. I think all of the lakes are gravel pits that were
dug for the highway.

And I'm rhinking even down further south where
it really gets boggy,'is that because it's boggy because the
highway was put in‘thére? and if so, does:that make a
difference if that's manmade wetlands? You know, versus if vyou
impact any wetlands ‘on the other side of thé slough,; those .are
all natural wetlands.

The. biological resources, one thing I was ;

area. The moose come in and graze on our fields, mice come in

and graze -- you know, eat the seeds and stuff, and -- which

© e721d616-4668-46a8-bc88-80b1a74172eb
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brings in birds of prey. So they go back and forth to the

" slough.

So How you're putting a railroad in between
where the moose like to graze and go down to the ‘slough énd
eat, too. So even though the numbers. sound the-same, I don't
thihk-the:impact would be the same. T think we have probably
more moose walking back and forth to the slough on the side of
Eielson 1 and 2.

Thefnoise-reCeptofs, I don't completely
understand that, but what I do understand is that there's a lot
of noise in that area. You know, we've got the military jets
flying back. and férth. So yes, thé:rédreatidﬁ‘érea 18 going to
be impacted by noise. But to me, it's like it's already
impacted by hoise. The'jets are really loud there. So I don't
see-Whyvthat makes a-aifference_

The land use, I doy't understand how you came
up with how much land is affected. 'Lastﬂnight.Ifheard talkf‘
about you needing to establish a 500-foot corridor; Now, ‘I
don'tﬁknow how far it is. from ocur house: to ﬁbe slough, but I
don't think it's any further than 500 feet. So qoés that mean
the whole area? |

You said something last night abou‘t.' 500 feet

needs to be des_ignated" for a corridor, and then only 200 feet

‘would be given to the: railroad. But that means an additional

300 féer is sitting there for someorie elsé to usé, I assume,

I R T P T n T TR T ST LR T T e e R b
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MR. PERRIN: 'I.caanlarify that, matam, if you
want.

MS. DAVIES: Okay.

MR. PERRIN: The law allows for the railread to
basically draw out a SOQ-foot-COrtidér, and at which time
they'd construct the rail and survey it, and then the state
needs to convey them just 200 feet, 100 feet eithér side of the
centerline.

MS. DAVIES: 'bkay.

MR. PERRIN: And then that additional 300
that's kind of left over, the state is still required to manage
that aé_a\transportation gorfidort

MS. DAVIES: - So we could have more put in
there?

MR. NAVECKY: But that applies to the right of
way: on state lands.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Only state land.

MR. PERRIN: Only state iandk yeah, that's
right.

MS. DAVIES: ‘Well, how about federal landg?
There’sifederél land behind us.

MR. PERRIN: The law doesn™t apply to federal
land.

MS. DAVIES: Oh, okay. So it would just be 200

B = e

e ———
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feet, then, behind us, which would be federal land? *

AUDIENCE MEMBER: It could be 500.

MS. DAVIES: Okay. It's something to think
about. ABﬁt I don't know -- so when you‘re'going,through our
land, are you just taking a 200-foot swatch, and it dqesn;t
matter the impact?.

Like, 1f you're taking two c¢corhers ©f our land,v
does ‘that mean all that éorner is gone, or. just 200 feet? Even
if there's only a little piece on there? It's something to
think about. I don't know how the 52 acres of private land
came into effeet.

The two acres in agricultural uge I'd r&ally .
argue because just going across our one -- the slough is really
cloge to that back corner of our lot. And you're going to
probably ‘impact at least five acres juét on our land. And then
when you cut straight through. my daughter's, who khows hOw'much
you would impact there.

S6 I can't understand where the two acrés come
from, because further down you're biSéqting some other ag land.
And it doesn'"t seem to matter to me if tlhe ag land is not clear
or it'épclear,,itﬂs still ag land, and our hope is still to
clear it someday. We have plans to do. that. I think that's
all. I have a letter here, tod, which will be my written
comment. Thank you. -

MR. NAVECKY: Thank you for your comments.. And

P

%mh,h«.,,,mf,,;;,fWV,‘V‘
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maybe I'll just follow-up on what Don mentioned. The proposed :

action that is for the Surface Transportation Board to decide:

upon is for a 200-foot right of way for the construction and

operation of the rail lirne. That would be for the entire
length from North Pole down to'. Delta Junction. It was within
that. 200-foot right of wayfthaf théii~common~obligation wou1d ;
come with any license we provide  them tov construct ana operate
the rail line. | o §

There's also the separate issue of the 500-foot
right of way associated with the state statute, which applies
only to state lands. The state law cannot mandate a 500-foot

right of way on federal property.

i
'MS. DAVIES: Of course, if you've already got
‘the railroad there and khere"s part state land, then another

utility or transportationican probably go beside it. Would.
probably do. I ‘wmean, you've already got 100 and_,.;, ;
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Can I ask where does Salcha 3 §
go? On this map it says 2 and 3 here, and then you get into
the dividing line, it goes down and it's 'S'a'_lché 2 and Salcha 1,
but. 1 éee no salcha 3. So where exactly are w_e‘ talking \al;o__u\t,?- §
| MR. NAVECKY: Which map are you on? ;

MS. DAVIES: This is Eielson. We're talking
-about Eielson. N

AUDIENCE MEMBER: ©Oh, well, I know it's down

“there..

© e7a1d5f6-4668.46a8-bc38-80012741726b
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| AUDIENCE MEMBER: ,'l‘hefé is mo. Sal‘cha'3 .

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Oh.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: There are just two
alt’e‘rha_ti,v_'es

AUDIENCE. MEMBER: Oh, theére are only two?

AUDLENCE: MEMRER: Yeah. |

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Okay. Well, ‘then where's the
3 they're talking,about?

iAUDIENCE'MEMBER: We're talkiﬂg‘abOut Eiélson.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Eielson 3.

_AUDIENCE MEMBER_; Well, I know, but on he_re,
what does it say on 3?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Could I ask a question,

please. When you're talking about taking this land, is there

some :sort of a law that circumvents that ag land statute?
‘Say ag land is supposed t¢ be subdivided by the
owner, if they want to, and they can only subdivide it no mo.ré.

than four times, and no less than 40. acres. in each parcel. And

we were in another meeting and we asked the man who was in

charge of that meeting ’abouﬁ, what, two years agb?'
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: And he said he didn't: know

that that was ag land. He didn't know about the statutes, and

he'd have to look into it. So what I'm asking is if you take a

little. piece of one of the farmer'd land, €an you just take a

T R h moen s TR

TN

e7a1066:4668-46a8-bcB8-80b1a741726b



January 13,.2009 North Pole Surface Transportation Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings

1 litLle.piece?- Is there another law, a federal. law, that ®
2 overrides the state law?

3 . AUDIENCE 'MEMBER - Supersedes.

4 \ MR. NAVECKY: Yeah, I don't know the answer to

5 that question, so if you can -- are you -- do you intend on

6 providing us written comments or.... .

7 AUDIENCE MEMEER: | Well, it affects Davies' land

8  because it's ag land.

9 ' . MR. NAVECKY: Okay. |
10 : AUDIENCE MEMBER: We all have ag land in the
11 Eielson farm.. ...
12 . MR . NAVECKY: Okay .
13 AUDIENCE MEMBER: .....well, the farm ‘parcels,
14 they're all fairly large, and they have these limitations on é
15 time. :
16 " MR. NAVECKY: OKay. Well, T 'v#oul‘d ericourage

17 you to provide that question to us‘in3writing to ensure that we i
13 get it into the record, and,.... 7 | §
19 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Did you consider that .at all %
20 when you were doing this? We're just doing the environmental
21 impact; is that correct?
22 - MR. NAVECKY: Correct, yes.

23 AUDIENCE MEMEER: So you're not concerned about é
24 ownership of theé land and how you can sell r—'ycﬁ know, I know ;
25  eminent domain, they used to do that for roads. Can they do ?

TR T R T TR
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1  that 'on this ag land, too? 5

2 MR. NAVECKY: If the board were to approve the
3 project, that would provide the railroad with the authority to

4  obtain the right of way under a condemnation, but they would

5 have to follow state laws in order to,do that. Does that make.
&  sSense?

7 | RUDTENCE MEMBER: Okay.

8 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Does DNR know about this?

9 : MR. PERRIN: Yeah, we know about the ag land, ‘é
10 but-ﬁhe -~ this 42, the extension of the Alaska Railroad
11 statute only applieg to land in. state anexshipa So I beiieve
120 your land is under private ownership.. |

13 ' \ AUDIENCE MEMBER: Thei# land is the one thatﬂa

14  being impacted, not mine, mot ours.

15 . MR. PERRIN: Yeah, we're..... , i
16 (Multiple voices)

17 ‘AUDIENCE MEMBER: But it could be at some point.

TR A e T

18 in theé future.

19 : | RUDIENCE MEMBER: If you change yoir mind on

TP AT N ST

20 the: ‘route.

21 ‘MR. PERRIN: Well, the law is very specific

R TR T ol E

22  about the corridor, and it kind of speaks to expeditiously
23  conveying that to the railroad. And there's another.....

24 AUDIENCE MEMBER: The state has to convey it to

| 25 the railroad? Is that what  you're saying?

3,
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MR. PERRIN: Once they begin construction to

it, yeah. Be it the title -- fee simple, yeah.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: But it's not fee simple now:
AUDIENCE MEMBER: It's not fee simple.
- MR. PERRIN: They will -- we will coﬁvey

ownership of the land to the railroad at which time they

B T s ko

construct. Until they construct, we still retain management of
the: land. 1
AUDIENCE MEMBER: So DNR can only give state :
property to the failroad?
MR. PERRIN: That's correct.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: But not agficultura'"l land

that people own?

MR. PERRIN: That's my understanding.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Like they -- like Mr. and
Mrs. Davies? A

MR. PERRIN: Right.

AUDIENCE MEMBER.: 'i‘hve,'y' have agricultural land.

MR. PERRIN: Right.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: They would have to..... %

MR. NAVECKY: Yeah. I'd like to - we have
another person sign,ed up to speak, and then it sgscounds like we.
have a number of duesticns that we'd like to addréss; we would
break up the meeting and we ‘can answer those question

informally if we could then. The rext person is

67a196/6-4668-46a8-bcBB 80 1a74172eb
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Bonnie Woldstad. »

MS. WOLDSTAD: Woldstad.

MR. NAVECKY: Can you spell you last name for %
us' for the record. ' i

10

15

‘property in this -- in the North Pole area, and the permitting

MS.. WOLDSTAD: W-o-l-d-s-t-a-d. Questions

G T P TR TCN TY

regarding crossings, the guarantee of crossings, the guarantee

of being able to get. to hunting, £ishing, to be able to ‘get to i
your property, that we're not going to become landlocked, and i
who pays for the~crossiﬁgs. %

MR. NAVECKY: Okdy. Do you -- if jou were %
going to provide written comments, I think what would be a 2
greater value to us is if you have any specific land area or ;
anygspecific crossings that you currently uée that are of i
COncern.to.you, if you could identifY“thOSG'aé specifically as’ %
ppSsible in thé written comments, that would be véry useful to g
us. f

‘MS. WOLDSTAD: Right now the railroad, if they g
deem your crossing unpermitted, they can close it. And so » é

there have Been a couple cases where people have been cut off:
from their property because they clused the crossings. So

unless there is some kind of guarantee that people are going to

be able to access their property. ' , g
AUDIENCE MEMBER: <Under the existing -- we ‘own f

process. to try to get a new crossing is cost prohibitive, it's

4

4
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monumental beyond scale. They'll tell you one price,.and*yoﬁ 21
‘have to COntraét difectly to the railroad, you can't have a
privéte contractor come in and put a crossing 4in.
‘They may have told =- in/one ihstance they told
a contractor to put his crossing in, it would cost him about.
12- or $15,000. #After a hundred-and-some. thousand dollar bill, |
it was <~ but that‘s a perfect example of are these crossings ?
going to be leftfhistqrically, and are they going to be deemed %
to be the railroad's responsibility to maintain foreveré ?
A MS. WOLDSTAD: Especially when yoi start é
talking about RS 2477 Eielson.. i
AUDIENCE MEMBER: So Salcha Eielson Farm Road E
has the 0ld Valdez Trail, which is. an RS 2477'trail; and in the i
North Pole area; the railroad has chose to ignore the i
historical ;aw allowing for créssinés'at those points:. é
| ME. WOLDSTAD: And you also have the Rex Trail. |
Tﬂere“s a variety of trails. |
‘MR. NAVECKY: Okay . Apyﬁhing else that you
- want to add for the record in‘yOut'Commentsf in‘yout oral
comments? I encourage you to submit written Comménts,'tua;
MS. WOLDSTAD: Okay .
MR. NAVECKY: That was the last pgrsonwsigned
up. to provide formal oral comment. Anybody else ‘like ‘to speak?
MK HALVARSON: I'd like to speak. §
MR. NAVECKY: ‘Sure. Could you come up front :

e7a1d6f6-4668-465a8-beBB-80b1a74172eb:
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‘at this time.

that this area is actually better ground for constructing a

railroad. I've been on it many times. It.'s got good gravel

17

20

24

. 30 |
and give us your name and spell your last name, please. f

MR. HALVARSON: Okay. My name is
Iver Halvarson, H-a-l-v-a-r-s-o-n. I represent .a group of
approximately 25 property owners that are in the ‘south common
segmentj panel 5. and thé concern we have is.the_location.of ol

that,,ﬁhé“pfdpbsed route. Tt only appears to ghow one option

We're concerned that the_proposed'route runs

through some very sensitive wetland areag, and if it was

shifted south a mile and a half down to a logging road, which

runs kind of diagonally north and south down towards Delta, :

base &n quite a bit of it.
- Last night at the hearing,‘we voiced some of

my 4~‘the'peop1e T'm with, voiced concern'thatﬁ_youvknow,'we

D Y T ooy

would like tO keep it out of this sensitive wetlands area and
mové it south. We 'weére receiving -- the response was, well, :

there's some hills and some terrain featuresg that kind of

O T P

limit. -- or kind of would extend the_cost_of developing that
route. ] : ‘ %

But our -- I guess our:cénéern,is that's good :
gravei base. That would be good for a good railroad bed. It %

would get the railroad away from this sensitive area. This is

a very boggy area; and I don't know why they chose that, other |
' %,

€7a106f6-4668-46a8-bcB8-80b1a74172eb
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than maybe it expedited their route.
.But' again, our concern is that we'd like to see

the railroad shift south along the existing logging trail that
runs ‘here. And we hope they would take that into
cOnsidera?ion,. Appreciate the opportunity to spedk. 

MR,'NAVECKYQ Thank you. Anyone. else that
hadn't signed. up like.-to speak?

MR. WHIPPLE: I'd like to speak:

MR. NAVECKY: Okay.:

MR. WHIPPLE: My naﬁe‘is7William Whipple,
W-h-i-p-p-l-e. We own a parcel on the Eielson. Farm ﬁoad. We
farm somewhat. But one thing I haven't heard addressed as a
coricérn. -- ¢ould be a concern if there's an accident,
especially on the bridge going across that Salcha. What's.the
railroad have in mind for a quick response maintenance?

» And I'm thinking of possibly tank Cérs loaded
with oil andlan Exxon Valdez;typé’scénario where it's all
running do‘wn the Tanana River and getting into the 36-mile
slough that's adjacent to our propertya Has there been
anything pr.e'sent}ed in thé way of a ,ma'int;enané:_e fa_é:iiitY there

by the crossing bridge?

MR. NAVECKY: T can't answer your guestion, but

if it's -- if we haven't addressed it, we can -- will address
your question in the Final EIS.

MR. WHIPPLE: Well, there's several things that

31
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~happen in this country. If you've been around here long

enoughi_you‘d‘know about them. And number one is eafthquakés.
When you have an ,earthquake. of any magni*gude,, and the last one“
was only a 5, 6, 73 SOmethiﬁg like that, it wiped out the
highway dowu'the line here, and up about five, six years ago.
If thét happens and somébde'is going across’

that bridge and there's an accident and the line is disrupted
dOwﬂstream, or the roadé7'then you can't get to it. It's not
accessible uﬁless §ouFre'gQing'to go in with a helicopter.

| So anywéy;.sdmebhing,that‘shoUld.bé thought
about. There's an awful lot of water going down in that Tanana
in the summertime. Not so bad in the winter, but there's still
flow in theé wintertime, but nothing like in the summer.

The other thing that concde¥ns us just a little

bit, when you build a levy in Salcha and youzare'diverting

water, how much of a downstream impact is that going to have?

Now, I réalize mother nature, rainfall, snow melt, whatever, is

a unknown factor from year to year: I mean, you can't -- you
can't say, well, next year we'fe'going td‘haVe thiS’muchL Last -
yvear we almost had a flocd out there, or very close..'

But is there any way that you can plan ahead
that if you -- what do you call it? -- divert water flow, that
it's not going to impact and flood“somebody'ddwnstréam?"I
mean, has that been looked into at all?

MR. NAVECKY: I don't know off the top of my

e7atd616-4668-46a8-bc88-80b1a74172eb
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head, but if we haven't we'll address your commentis inn the

Final EIS. That's all I can offer.

\

‘MR.. WHIPPLE: I know Salcha has a --

historically has a problem of flooding, and 'you got to do a lot

of work out there to make things work -- I mean, make the :
crossing -- what do you call it? -- work. But we're quite a
ways away. 1'm not sure how many miles it is, but it must be
at least eight or ten. Maybe more than that, maybe 20 I'm §

not sure,

But I kriow when you start messing with water

flow, that someplace

to be some gort of an impact. Maybe not under normal

coniditions, but under overflow-type conditions. Those are two

¢oncerns I hHave.

‘MR. NAVECKY: Okay.

MR. WHIPPLE: I don't think I have anything

else.

. MR.. NAVECKY: Thank,YGu for your comments.

Anyone else? Yes, sir. Please come up.

MR.

own some property at

going across all the.

going to have as far

the hills? Have~you

MR. NAVECKY: If you can provide some. written

STUDY: Yeah, I'm Don Study, S-t-u-d-y. I

as access fErom that Southbank area. towards

33

T

downstream it’'s going'to -- there's going

Southbank, and tight now your railroéd is

access to the hunting afea. What are you

thought of that, or is it in -the plan?
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1 comments to us and identify specifically where you're property

2 is located and where the crossings are of concern.
3 ‘MR: STUDY: Well, the Southbank Homestead area,

4 and it takes —::the.logging road he was referring to is the

S By JA

5 biggest part of the access we use.
6 - 'MR. NAVECKY: Ri‘ﬂght. Well, unfortunately I'm i
7  rnot an expert on all the land. in the area, so we'd have to -- :
) we'll take Yéur.commentj and we'll address it as best we can in 3
9  the Final EIS as far.as' the access restrictions it may or may %
10 not create, and what type of crossings may or may not be. %

11 provided.

T R T

12 MR:. STUDY: It seems like every time you build

13 accéss‘in this state, somebody has to cut off access to the

14 people who use it. TIt's just a thought. %
IS' MS.. DAVIES: You know what, last night you §
16 talked: about a map. i
17 MR. NAVECKY: And your name is, for the record? i
18 MS. DAVIES: Oh, I'm sorry. Robin Davies. You z
19 talked about a map where people céh draw phé trails\that_they %
20 wanted to accegs. Do you haQe that again? §
21 1MR¥ NAVECKY: Yésy it*s in the back room over

22 here.

23 \ MS. DAVIES: Okay.

24 - MR. NAVECKY: Is there anyone else that wants

T

25 - to provide comments on the record?

3
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MR. GRIFFIN: Eleasep

MR¢ NAVECKY: And your namet-and,spellkyour
last name, pléase\

MR. GRIFFIN: My name is Leé-G:iffin;
G-r-i-f-f-i-n. I'm an'environmental Scientist with‘the
Department of. the Army, U.S. Army Garrison{ Fort Wainwright.

and T have the unfortunate advantage of being here for decades

‘and decades and decades.

And I want to point out that basically

everything south of the Tanana River from Fairbanks to the

‘Delta. River wag a bombing range in WWITI, bombing striking

range. So anytime you're on the south of the Tanana River,

there's a highly likelihood of unéxploded ordnance, UXO, oI

MMR, military munitions residue, that you can inadvertently dig

up in your right of way road building process. That's a simple
comment .
‘MR. NAVECKY: ©Okay. Thank you. .
‘MR. GRIFFIN: And I'll give it to you in
writing.
" MR. NAVECKY: Thank you for your comments.
MR. GRIFFIN: There you go.
‘MR. NAVECKY: Thank you.
MR. GRIFFIN: I didn't see it in the EIS.
MR. NAVECKY: Anyone else?

MS. WOLDSTAD: I do.

35
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ME. NAVECKY: Could you restate your name

again, please.

MS. WOLDSTAD: Bonnie Woldstad:

'MR.. "NAVECKY: Thank you.

MS. WOLDSTAD: I'd like to address the access
comments. You're mentioning; you know, show us where you want
them right now. You need to plan iu.the_EuLureu‘ Right now you

say, oh, okay, we've got hunting here, hunting here, and

‘hunting here, we've got three access points that you designed.

You've just des}igned. in:_landlpcking everybody else.

So you're going to need to design 1n for the:
future, the access points and the crbss'i.ﬂ_'gs,~ se that we can
continue to develop and make use of the lands. So realize
where we're talking about the trails and stuff now,r those

definitely need to be acceéssed, but also designed for future

developmentis ..

MR. NAVECKY: Okay. Thank you for yoﬁr
comments .. Anyohe elgse? DLast call. aOkay; Well, thank:you for
your oral comments. And I encourage everyone that has

additional comments, or if they want to reiterate their
comments, to provide them to us in writing.

| And as most of you did tonight, if -- T
encourage you to provide as much detail as possible. For
example, instead of just saying my preferente ig Eielsoh 3, 1f

you can provide the basis for your-reasons, and that helps us

e721d6f6-4668-46a8-bc83-80b1274172eb
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are, as\opposed to just being'a.simple eXpressiqn.of

preference. | :
And that goes along with the environmental

inpacts, aﬁy'comméhté as detailed as possiblévoﬁ'mitigation I

eriables us to have a better understanding of the issues and how
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37 |

related to, for example, crossings, if there aré specific
concerns, specifiq crossings, or-just future'crossihgs, be as’

detailed as possible in your comments to us, because that

to address them in the Final EIS.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: "I just have a question. Are
we stuck basically with the routes that you show in thisg -= thé
Draft EIS? In other words, I héard comments here tonight about
meving the railread into-(indiscernible - away from‘microphOne)
at Eielson acﬁually where there's a highway and a railroad and,
say, power poles and’pipelines will all be in ‘the same place.
1s that even a viable alternative at this point in the
Draft EIS?

MR. NAVECKY: I think what‘ the commenter was
referring to was the Eielson 3 alternative where it approaches
and parallels the'Richardsoh_HighWay for a short distance. I
bél ieve that's what she was referring to. _

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I gﬁess my question would be,
then, why don't we have alternmative that one is for the

existing rail all the way down alongside the highway until 'you

&
H
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reach some poirnt (indiscernible - away from microphone) so

you're not impacting all the private property and farm land?
There's an alternative that doesn’t gO‘by'here that should be
here.

MR. NAVECKY: Okay. Well, if you -~ you know,
1'd enécurage you to provide thaﬁ in written COmmeﬁts. Bécause
if'thatlsAs6mefhing we should have'taken'afloOk at and didn't,
then =+~ and I don't have all the institutional_knowledgeﬁburied.
in here, because-if,l.go-there, there's a lﬁug process in
instruction of altermatives, and it will be easier fqr us to
addies$-your quEStion.if we have it in~writing, and_Wé'll look
at it and address it in the Final EIS. Yes, sif.

MR. ETCHEVERRY: KReal quick, I heard something
about they were looking into railroad_selections-30-yea:s ago:.
ig that Correct? |

MR.. NAVECKY : My’undérstanding is this -- you
know, there's —?“this railroad has been under consideration for
many years. ' . ; B

MR. GRIFFPIN: - Since WWII.

‘MR. ETCHQVERRY: Okay. How much of it has been
approved?

MR . GRiEFIN: There'e. a right of way depicted
on the old USGS maps from -- basically from Ladd Field to
Fbrﬁ-dreéiey. Through the flats pretty much.

MR. ETCHEVERRY: Ckay. But did that implement

e P e
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How many people have moved into the area or the

(indiscernib1e - away from microphone) spill that was over
there that was just found or the animals, .or is that just what
they decided on?

MR. CRIFFIN: That was when it was all federal
land and all the bombing and'gunne¥y range and.....

MR . ETCHEVERRY" So 30 years later.

MR. GRIFFIN: .....that was before there was
such a .law as NEPA, thab was before Lhere was the
Endangered Species Act, that was before there was a Clean Water
Act, that was before there wag a Clean Air Act, et cetera,
et cetera, et cetera.

MR. WHIPPLE: That was when: Noah built the Ark.

MR. GRIFFIN: JUSt.aboutJ Héy,.I‘m.almost that
old-. |

MR. WHIPPLE: Noah didn't have any
restrictions. '

MR. NAVECKY: Are we done with formal comments,
or just.a -- this 'is/justv a guestion? Okay. I think weé're.

going to go off the record now with the court reportér, and

that will be t-he conclusion of the formal me‘et‘ing . And I thank

éveryone for coming thisg' évening and taking time out of your
e‘Venings,_ and for those also who camée before us and then
provided us with oral comments. Thank you very much.

(END OF PROCEEDINGS)
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