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July 15, 2016


Dear Surface Transportation Board Members:
My letter is in opposition to the proposal of the Great Lakes Basin Transportation, Inc. – Authority to Construct and Operate a Rail Line in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. There are so many very specific and valid reasons that building this railroad would be detrimental to the areas in which it would be built, and also to the surrounding communities, and in fact the nation. Please do not grant GLBT authority to build their railroad.
The time has come to turn the page on a new future. Mr. Patton is an old man, and says that he is concerned with building a legacy for his future. He would have been better off had he been born in the last century, when it was a very different world in which we lived. However, those times are gone. 
In the last thirty years or so, we have learned the sad story of the damage that has already been done to so much of our environment, because of reckless development. Mr. Patton seems to be under the glittering delusion that we can build our way out of the problems he perceives. Is there too much congestion for trains carrying consumer goods? Is land along the existing lines too expensive? His easy but old answer to the same questions is the same answer that has failed all the times before. Build more! Build a new railroad, build a new highway! 
The time has come to take a closer look at these problems and their solutions, and to work toward solving the real problems. There are too many people and we consume too much. We need to start addressing our problems with conservation. The answer is before us, and in a way, too simple. Reduce, Recycle, Reuse. We need to conserve our limited resources and maintain our wealth.
Steps have been taken already by the government to reduce the problem of rail congestion. A program to add capacity to existing lines, CREATE, has already been a success. There is also now a railroad recession, and trains and cars are being idled in massive numbers waiting for things to get better. If we start addressing the roots of our problems, which we must, consumption must decline, and railroad traffic should decline along with it.
New roads and new rails contribute to sprawl. The one thing that there will NOT be enough of in the future is land, and good, productive farmland with a water supply is already in short supply. If businesses are built along the line, in outlying areas, they will use up valuable land. The railroad will use up valuable land, and the people building new homes to flee from nice areas that this railroad will negatively impact, will use up valuable land. Land is needed to grow food, natural areas are needed for wildlife and nature to survive, and even perhaps thrive someday, and land is needed to slow and hold water. Too much has already been lost and we desperately need to conserve open areas that still survive. Sprawl would also contribute to increased use of resources such as fossil fuels to drive more miles, more raw materials for buildings,  and wasted water.
Enough is enough. Studies should be done to try to determine what the effects of the project and development would be. What would limit sprawl? 
Mr. Patton’s ideas would work well in a world with unlimited land, unlimited space, and some kind of an environment that would be unaffected by increased consumption and pollution. Unfortunately, this is a real and finite world, with a fragile environment. For success in preserving quality of life for future generations, it is imperative that we consume less, and that we protect the resources, especially land and fresh water that remain.  
Railroad traffic has already decreased, and programs like CREATE, that increase capacity on existing facilities have begun to be successful. A successful future for our nation lies in following the NEW path of knowledge, and further decreasing the need for new projects like this one. We need to take care of and improve our existing infrastructure, instead of building further excess. We need to move forward working to conserve and preserve rather than destruction of our existing wealth and resources.

Respectfully,

Julia Roesler

