BEl-2593

To: Diana Wood
Surface Transportation Board
Office of Environ mental Analysis
395 E. St. Room 1110
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Diana.wood(@stb.gov.

From: Richard C Garay & Jesse J. Reyes Jr.
Coauhuilteco Research Associates
1008 Lombrano St.
San Antonio, Texas 78207

yosolo3@yahoo.com (210) 784-8089

Subject: Comments on Draft Cultural Resources Report on Gulf Railroad Right-of-Way STB
Finance Docket No. 34284
Date: 03/16/2017

Comments and Observations

Dear Ms. Wood,

Coahuilteco Research Associates and its Indian members submit these comments,
pursuant to Stipulation X “for objections by the public and Consulting Parties” to wit:

(1). On page {ii}of the proposed Draft report prepared by HDR out of Dallas, Texas to the STB
it states “Based on the potential for direct and visual impact, four properties will be subject to
Adverse Effect:” What are the mitigation plans to reduce the Adverse Effects?

(2). See, on pages 9-10, of this 2017 Draft report. HDR cites in the chronology of the proposed
path for Southwest Guif Railroad (hereafter SGR). HDR cites, “Late Prehistoric (A.D. 750-
1540)”...and on page 10 at section 2.3 “Historic Period”...Therefore, this report leaves an utterly
blank period that spans 302 years. After the “late prehistoric” ends in 1540—presumably with
the circumlocutions of Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca—the narrative resumes in 1842 with the
arrival of the German-speaking settlers that came to this part of Medina Co. with Henri Castro
from Alsace-Lorraine by way of Galveston.

[, and other people I have talked to, think that HDR really should make a better effort to
document remnants of the Spanish Colonial-era road that crossed very near the path of APE of
this proposed rail spur. As early as the 1760s a Camino Real was in use, under the name of e/
camino para el caiion, e.g. the “canyon road.” This early canyon road led to the Spanish
Franciscan religious settlement of Nuestra Sefiora de la Candelaria del Cafién, a Lipan Apache

1|P



[Tinde/Nde] mission.' A segment of the canyon road passed over the Charcos de Quihi within a
quarter of a mile of the Lutheran Church there in Quihi Texas, and it is even still visible and in
use as a property boundary and contemporary road. The significance of the portions of the road
that ran from Quihi to San Antonio cannot be gainsaid: It was precisely the route taken by the
Mexican forces commanded by French-born Mexican General Adrian Woll in 1842, the last
incursion into Central Texas.

(3). The APE also included portions of an 11 league Spanish Mission ranch known as “Rancho
San Lucas.” Five of the eleven leagues of mission ranch land from San Lucas are in present-day
Medina County, and within the area of potential “adverse effect.” This | i-league ranch belonged
to the Franciscan Mission de San José y San Miguel de Aguayo—part of the five Franciscan
Missions recently inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site—and its Indian vagqueros,
shepherds, and pastoralists. It is an accident of history and erosion that it was not also part of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site insofar as Rancho las Cabras—from the San Francisco de Espada
Mission—is included as a constituent part of the San Antonio Missions.

As an appendix, please find copies of a lawsuit, first filed April 13, 1764 and ruled on by the
Audiencia Real in Mexico City (the viceroyalty of New Spain’s “supreme court”—if you will)
on Nov. 22, 1766. The court ruled for the Mission Indians and against Domingo Castelo. Title
was vested in the Indian settlement at San José Mission, at the time a distinct community within
the boundary of the frontier between Spanish Texas and Nueva Extremadura/modern-day
Coahuila, Mexico. The first is from the Texas General Land Office, where it may be found as
file 000122:7.2 The second is on file at the Bexar County Clerk’s Deed Records, Volume E-1,
pages 220-257, from 1838. These documents clearly point to the significance of the earlier, pre-
1842 Colonial-era history of the area that is left out of the current iteration of the report.

The Rancho de San Lucas ultimately ceased to be part of a religious community, and under the
secularization of the Missions, the lands were parceled out to the occupants by name. By 1834,
while descendants still lived there, the owner became Padre Refugio de la Garza, none other than
the parish priest of Bexar at the time of the Texas Revolution and the stege of the Alamo. He
sold the lands, with the approval of the City Council of San Antonio, to a recent immigrant
named Juan McMullen. Thus, the eleven sitios became known as the “McMullen Grant.” The
cities of Quihi and New Fountain in Medina Co. are part of the former range and pasturage lands
of Rancho San Lucas. Remnants of stone structures, corrals, watering holes or ponds are extant
and possibly awaiting excavation by archaeologists. The flora and fauna of the region were

! Handbook of Texas Online, Donald E. Chipman, "Nuestra Senora De La Candelaria Del Canon Mission,” accessed
March 16, 2017, httg:[[www.tshaonline.org[handbook[online[articles[ugn06.

? See Galen D. Greaser, compiler, Catalogue of the Spanish Collection of the Texas General Land Office, Part If
(State of Texas, Austin: General Land Office, 2003}, 29; entry 225,
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inscribed in the journals of Jean Louis Berlandier, the French naturalist, who surveyed the area
as part of the General Manuel de Mier y Teran inspection and survey of Texas.® Berlandier
spoke of the chachalacas making their curious noises and bird-calls, the excellence of the water
resources from Lake Quihi, and other interesting details.

In closing, Coahuilteco Research Associates would like to rehearse the consulting parties from
Medina County who have said: “Third, resolutions of public objections. If public rejections
cannot be resolved in 30 days there is no recourse for the Public. After 30 days the project
continues as before.” I should hope that these aforementioned points might not suffer the fate of
no recourse and that you might be amenable to meeting with us for consultation or remediation
of the incomplete report. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Richard C. Garay—Director, Coahuilteco Research Associates

Jesse J. Reyes, Jr—Archaeologist and environmentalist, Coahuilteco Research Associates

* Jack Jackson (editor), Texas by Terdn: The Diary Kept by General Manuel de Mier y Terén on his 1828 Inspection of
Texas translated by John Wheat (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000). The papers of Berlandier were donated
by his widow to Harvard and Yale University. Many of his hand-drawn maps and other notes are at the Beinecke at
Yale.
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Wood, Diana
m

From: Joseph Calderon <yosolo3@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 5:28 PM

To: Wood, Diana

Subject: Fw: Letter of 3/16/2017

Attachments: SBC Letter.doc; LandGrants.pdf

On Thursday, March 16, 2017 4:18 PM, Joseph Calderon <yosolo3@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Ms. Wood,

Attached, please find a copy of a letter that is being mailed to your office with Coahuilteco Research Associates'
comments and observations on the proposed Draft Report of 17 Feb. 2017.

Also, there is a link to the 91 page 22 Nov. 1766 original Spanish land grant for Rancho San Lucas on file in Austin at the
General Land Office. | will include a copy in the letter. Also, Bexar County Deed Records, Vol E-1, pp. 220-257. There is
also an image of an actual cenote filled with water due to the heavy recent rains in Medina and Bexar Counties. When it
is dry, this cenote measures over 150ft. in diameter. These authoritative documents will verify the exact location of this
Spanish colonial-era Mission ranch (Rancho San Lucas). Five of the original eleven sitios are in Medina County and
therefore occupy a large portion of the APE area of potential effect. This rancho is certainly eligible for placement or
inscription on the National Historic Sites Register. Please iet me know if there is anything requiring additional
clarification. On my inspection tour of Quihi and New Fountain this week, | encountered a lady who showed me the
photograph that | will send after this message of what [ believe is a golden-cheeked warbler. It seems her cat killed the
bird and she buried it. There was a subsequent sighting of another golden-cheeked warbler on the same ranch located
near the cenote.

Thank you,

Richard C. Garay--Director

Jesse J. Reyes, Jr.--Environmentalist and archaeologist
Coahuilteco Research Associates

1008 Lombrano Rd.

San Antonio, TX 78207

210.784.8089



Wood, Diana
m

From: Joseph Calderon <yosclo3@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 5:22 PM

To: Wood, Diana

Subject: Fw: Warbler found at CR 4516 Hondo tx
Attachments: IMG_1283.JPG

Ms. Wood,

Here is the golden-cheeked warbler, located at county road 4516 on the road to Quihi near the cenote, within the APE,

On Tuesday, March 14, 2017 1:58 PM.






Wood, Diana

T
From: Joseph Calderon <yosolo3@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 5:25 PM
To: Wood, Diana
Subject: Fw: 2nd bird picture CR4516
Attachments: IMG_1285.JPG

Here is the same bird, but picturing his plumage while he was convalescing from the cat attack. Unfortunately, he didn't
make it.
Nonetheless, there are abundant cedar trees at the cenote site. Time did not permit locating this bird's nest.

--Richard C. Garay--Director
Coahuilteco Research Associates

On Tuesday, March 14, 2017 2:05 PM,
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Land Grant Search

This file needs professional
conservation work. Follow me
to be a part of Save Texas
History !

Abstract Number:
Abstract Number 2:
District/Class:

File Number:

Original Grantee:
Patentee:

Title Date:
Patent Date:
Patent No:
Patent Vol:
Certificate:

Part Section:
Survey/Blk/Tsp:
Acres:

Adj Acres:

Remarks:

View
Catalogue 2
SC 000122:7

122-7-50

Castelo, Domingo

18 Nov 1766

List #: 225
Page 50

Missions in Texas

Denouncement by Domingo Castelo of
a tract of land known as San Lucas and
subsequent proceedings which yielded
a title in favor of Mission San José for
11 leagues of land at that place. The
proceedings include copies of the
following: petition to the juez privativo
on behalf of Domingo Castelo asking
that he be adjudicated the San Lucas
tract and that title be issued to him;
order from the juez privativo to the

hitp://'www.glo.texas.gov/history/archives/land-grants/landgrants.cfm?inti D=703790

Page 1 of 2

Print

3/17/2017



Page 2 of 2

alcalde ordinario of San Fernando to
proceed with the process of
adjudication (4/13/1764); proceedings
directed by Alcalde Bernabé Carbajal
(testimony of 10 witnesses, claims and
protest by Fray Pedro Ramirez de
Arellano on behalf of the Indians of
Mission San José, petition of Balthasar
Pérez to suspend proceedings, survey
and appraisal of the land by Nicolas
Carbajal on 2/25/1765, land offered at
auction and bidding won by Bernardo
Miranda on behalf of the Indians of
Mission San José, adjudication of land
to the Indians of Mission San José on
June 17, 1765, report by Bernabé
Carbajal to the juez privativo
summarizing the proceedings and
remonstrating against the large
extensions of land accumulated by the
missions); proceedings before the juez
privativo seeking confirmation of the
adjudication (letter from Fray Pedro
Ramirez de Arrellano to Fray Roque
Ximénez); writ by Benito Gémez de
Ybarburu, agent for Mission San José,
establishing the mission's claim to the
land and responding to the points raised
by Alcalde Bemabé Carbajal; report of
the fiscal favorable to confirming the
adjudication to Mission San José,
approval by the Real Audiencia, and
confirmation of the title (11/18/1766).
(See McMullen v. Hogue, 5 Texas
Reports, p. 34). (Expediente, certified
copy, 91 pp.)11/18/1766.

See also List #212-288.

View PDF
(81,727,917 bytes)

http://www.glo.texas.gov/history/archives/land-grants/landgrants.cfm?intiD=703790 31772017
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