To:
Surface Transportation Board


January 27, 2008

395 E. Street SW

Washington DC 20423

Re: 
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

When our suburban-Chicago families and neighbors learned of the possible acquisition of the E, J & E (Elgin, Joliet and Eastern) Railroad by Canadian National, the facts regarding their safety records caused great concern.

As quoted from a Canadian TV investigative report:

CN's derailment record is disturbing. In 2005, CN had an astonishing 103 main-track derailments in communities across Canada. That's an average of one derailment every three-and-a-half days. 

Forty-three CN cars went off the tracks at Lake Wabamun, Alberta, on August 3, 2005, spilling more than 700,000 litres of bunker oil and wood preservative into the pristine lake. The Alberta Government charged CN with "'failing to take all reasonable measures to remedy and confine a spill," for the Wabamun derailment. 

Two days later, on August 5, 2005, another CN train derailed over the Cheakamus River, just outside Squamish, dumping more than 40,000 litres of caustic soda -- a highly corrosive chemical used by the pulp industry. The spill killed nearly half a million fish. 

In another report from a different source.

JASPER, ABLERTA, OCTOBER 31, 2007 – Community leaders along the Yellowhead have been meeting to discuss disaster responses in the wake of enduring and increased incidence of CN rail accidents. CN officials have stated that are working with communities, yet it has not sent representatives to meet with communities, even when requested. CN emergency response plans are not available to the public, despite that their trains are intimately connected to homes, schools and public buildings in the riding of Yellowhead. CN’s employees are our family and friends. Some of those employees have striked on the same issues that concern all residents of Yellowhead – safety and quality of life.

CN has claimed repeatedly that its safety record is improving, yet Transportation Safety Board statistics show main line derailments, derailments with the most devastating potential, have risen by 50 per cent from 2000 through 2004

These reports, and there are many others, show a continued lack of regard for the safety of the people living near where the trains will be.  If this lack of regard is occurring in Canada, CN’s native country, what can be expected here?

Making a profit is not a crime. However when you compromise safety to do it, it is. 

This proposed acquisition will mean that more than 20 freight trains a day (instead of the current 2 to 5) will result in continually blocked crossings, bringing traffic and emergency vehicles to an unacceptable wait, and almost certain lasting damage to environmentally sensitive areas including hundreds of nearby bordering residences, and the Cook County Forest Preserve, which includes Poplar Creek, just yards away from the tracks.

We urge the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) to defend our interests and concerns by rejecting the Canadian National acquisition of the E, J & E Railroad, or at the very least, dictate that CN mitigation requirements include adequate funds set aside for studying and preserving the safety and security of all of the impacted neighboring communities.

Regards,

Jean Brown

1825 Hilltop Road

Elgin, IL 60120

