September 30, 2008
Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S. W.

Washington, D.C. 20423

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:

RE:
Draft EIS for Docket Number FD 35087 Canadian National Railway Company and


Grand Truck Corporation – Control-EJ&E West Company
This letter is written to OPPOSE the approval of the purchase of the EJ&E West Company by the Canadian National Railway Company (CN).

The EIS notes that the noise levels along the acquisition will be significantly increased but does NOT address funding of solutions to these increases. There is no requirement to match any local funding of sound mitigation.
The Federal Government requires that major highway transportation improvements mitigate the environmental effects of the improvements to property along the new highway, most particularly sound. Sound barriers are installed along both new Interstate highways and major roadways that are being significantly expanded.

Why is this not the case for similar expansion of railroads?

Purchase of the EJ&E by the CN will change the character of the low volume rail line (similar to a local street) into the major north-south arterial (Interstate) between Canada and the U.S. Gulf Coast. This is a complete transformation of the current character of this rail line. This transformation significantly affects the property along the rail line. If it were a highway, sound barriers would be required to be installed.

Why should local business and government shoulder the financial burden for the purported improvement to the rail transportation system for the entire U.S. economy?

As a long-time land developer in Naperville, Macom and other developers stand to lose approximately $20,000,000 in real estate value, as a result of the proposed transaction. Why should this be shouldered by three privately owned, local businesses?
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Macom and two other developers purchased land along the EJ&E railroad and annexed and zoned the property in the City of Naperville, in accordance with the desires and requirements of the local municipality. Residential lots have been developed and home have bee sold, but many vacant lots remain unsold. It is not possible to change the land plan or the future use of the property adjoining the railroad.
According to the draft EIS, the future 65 dBA contour is significantly into the residential area of our developments, as is shown on the attached site plan. Without sound and vibration mitigation, the value of the lots for residential construction (their only allowed use) becomes negligible or worthless.

Macom requests the following:

As part of the FEIS, Canadian National be required, where the adjoining municipality or home owners association is willing to participate in the cost of mitigation, to design sound and vibration barriers and significantly participate (50%) in the cost of implementing the mitigation.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Paul J. Lehman

President

bll

Enclosure
