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I’m Susie Hayden, I would like to comment on the land use issue. I also would like to speak for the family farms that are here tonight. My husband and I farm with our two sons, who both have sons that love working on our farm and I assume will one day farm with us. That is if there is farm ground available in South Lake County. If this railroad is allowed to be built, just the 281 miles, 200’ wide would take close to 7000 acres of prime farm ground out of production. That’s not counting what would be used for switching stations, etc. One figure I read was more like 15,000 acres. This proposed railroad would slice diagonally through many farms in Lake County. One of our farms as do many others have an irrigation system on. A system that costs from $70,000 to $100,000 and up depending on how many acres they are covering. If you are not familiar with a center pivot. It is placed in the center of the field and circles around the whole field. This would not be possible if there was a railroad track in the way. Farmers have spent thousands of dollars on field tile to drain their fields. Sometimes just a single line, but others have spent over $100,000 to place laterals throughout the whole field. What will happen if those are broken during the construction. Who’s responsible to fix them. A railroad track sits up on a high grade, basically forming a dam across the county. We already have drainage problems from the excess water that comes from our neighbors to the north. Where will that water go. 
     This proposed map cuts diagonally across a lot of fields. This would lead to irregular shaped fields. Most farms today have 12 – 24 even 36 row corn planters. They  would not be able to plant these point fields that a railroad would leave. 
       According to the website. They state and I quote “While the new railroad will occupy land that currently is devoted to agriculture and other uses, we intend to avoid settled areas and minimize the railroad’s impact on the way area residents live their lives today,” end of quote. It will greatly impact our lives. Tri Creek is the largest school corporation in area size in the state of Indiana. My grandkids are now getting on the bus at 6:40 am for a 8:15 school start. They would have to get on even earlier to accommodate the buses having to cross numerous tracks on their route to school. Their safety is a real concern of ours. 
     This south county area is zoned agriculture. That’s what it’s meant to stay. It really upset me to read this quote from Mr. Frank Patton the man behind this project. It was in one of the many articles I have read.
"The question is: Are you in this for a fast buck, or are you in this to build a railroad for the 21st century?" he said. "Maybe I'm being grandiose, but I'm 70 years old, and most of my life has passed. This is the legacy for myself and my children."
     I ask you what about our legacy? What about the legacy that we have planned to leave for our children. What about all these landowners here that have had their farm in their family for generations. Indiana recognizes landowners that have owned their land for over 100 years. I know some of the people here tonight represent those century farms. I would ask that anyone here  that has a family farm to please stand. So….One man wants to leave a legacy. I would just ask you tonight to consider our legacies also. Thank you. Susie Hayden, 4203 E 173rd Ave. Hebron, IN  46341
          
And just remember NO FARMS NO FOOD!!
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