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Surface Transportation Board Case AB 167-1189-X
Harsimus Branch, Jersey City

April 30, 2009

ET-17767

" Asa supporter of NY/NJ Baykeeper, which promotes the ecological integrity of the Hudson-Raritan Estuary, I ask the Surface

Transportation Board to carefully weigh its decisions concerning the Harsimus Branch. Preservation of the Branch will insure
good public access to the Hudson River at the eastern end of Sixth Street, the only long through street for about a mile of

-waterfront in Jersey City. The Embankment serves as a sink for stormwater, helping mitigate combined sewer outflows (CSOs)

into the Hudson. The Embankment surface and many additional areas along the Branch provide habitat for butterflies, birds,
and small mammals. No thorough studies have been done of wildlife, of contaminants, or of alternative uses. I ask you to
authorize an environmental impact statement (EIS) before allowing the rail line to pass from your authority. An EIS will give
decision-makers good information about the impacts of ra11 abandonment and potent1a1 reuse of the Branch and its Natlonal-

Reglster-ehglble Embankment.

PLEASE WRITE YOUR INFORMATION CLEARLY. YOUR SIGNATURE MAY NOT COUNT IF ILLEGIBLE.
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