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ust over one week re-
mains for you to
write to the Surface
“Transportation

oard about the proposed
00 percent increase in - .
ain traffic in the Lincoln-
ay area.

Sept. 30 is the last day

at the STB will accept
tters about the Draft En-
ronmental Impact State-
lent concerning the pro-
bsed acquisition of the
&E railway by the Cana-
n National Railway, The
proposal would increase .
number of trains from .
six to 28 per day on'the
tracks that run east and

west parallel toand be- -

=Yk

ms. We believe that this
three-person commission
really wants to hear from
yow, Your opinion can have

animpact on their decision.

You can view the draft
EIS{at www.stbfinanced- -
ocket35087:com. Fhope

 thatlyou find something to

about. We have pro-

stop com Web site. If you

that the STB'will only re-
quire CN to pay 5 percent-

to 10[percent of the cost of -
overpasses and underpass-,
esthit are needed. They. -
expefrt U.S.taxpayersto -~

pick uip the bill for the bulk

of thik cost. Why should - - -

U.S. taxpayers subsidize

anumber of sugges-
- traffic does not justify any

~ "overpasses or underpasses
hav. notfound somethmg -

“ Lincoln-Way communities -

tracks, The overpassesand:
underpasses ¢an be phased ;3
in as needed, but the key is .

Jim Holland -

this excéptioﬁéﬁipréﬁﬁ

- ableforeign railroad that

reported profits of more

‘than $2 billion dollars last

year on revenues of $8 bil-

lion? Ifthe STB wereto - -
order the CN to pay-for the
overpasses and underpass-

es; the CN would likely find-

it cheaper to follow the sug-

. “gestions of the CREATE -
organization that has made
proposalsto correct-the rail -

= congestion in Chlcago or’
- the transportation of prod-

they would find it cheaper

"to build a new railroad far- -
ther outin the country. Ei- -

ther program could com-. :
pletely solve the Chic;
rail congestion problem fo

‘allrailroads, notJustthxs -

one foreign rallroad

The CN won’t accept elf :
- ther'program; because
. with the EJ&E purchase
- they believe that your taxes

will pay for most of the re-
quired mitigation mea- ~

.sures. .
- Inaddition, currentIy the -
- draftEIS onlypro;ectstraf-
.. ficfive-years into the fu-. .

ture, and-that projected

inthe Lincoln-Way area.

routinely make road traffic

“projections 20 years or:

more into the future. Using

“the longer-term projections.

would justify OVErpasses or
underpasses in the Lin=

- coln"Way area and many-

“more along the rest of the

thatthe CN needs to pay
for all of them, not we tax-
payers,

- It seems even'more ab-
surd for the taxpayersto

* help the CN when we con-

sider one of their strate- ,
gies. The CN recently built - |
anew container portin .
Prince Rupert, British-Co- -

lumbia. This port s closer
to China than ports in the

" United States. The CN

hopes to run 200 car trains
from this port, through the |
Lincoln-Way area to the CN -

- intermodal terminal in
"Meémphis. Irveffect; your
- tax subsidy for such items

as overpassesand-under--
passes will helpthe CN

“take jobs away from U.S.
- citizens who work for West
- “Coastportsand for U;S:. -
_railroads. In addition, your

taxes will help subs1d1ze

ucts niade inrChina; mak-

ingU.S: manufacturers
- less competitive. -

“Thetax sub xdy issueis

- ‘one that all'citizens can re-
" lateto-and itcanbe cor-
" rected by having the STB-'

order CN to pay for"over=. -

_ passes and underpasses

instead of the taxpayer. We -
believe thatif thisis re-

~quired, the CN will aban-
- don the EJ&E acquisition
- and they willfind more ap-

proprlate solutions to Chi-
-cago’s rail congestion

. problem

Between now-and Sept
30 you have a chanceto -
speak up on this issue.
Take a few minutes to -
writeto the STB. Send
your letterto; . o

Phillis ] ohnson-BaIl
Surface Ti'ansportatlon
Board " : S
T 305ESE8W -

Washington, D:C. 20423

, dist
mayor of Frankfort

1

_ Ret: STB Finance Dock




	page 1
	page 2
	page 3

