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RE: Northern Columbia Basin . Railroad Project/Port of Moses Lake/Moses Lake,
Washington - Preliminary Environmental Assessment/Comments

Dear Mr. Wood,..3 SRR
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Subsequentto the preparatlon ofthe Prellmlnary Enwronmental Assessment regardmg the
Northern.Columbia Basin Railroad Project in.and.near. the.City, of Moses Lake, the city
wishes:to, contrnue to .99. on record as: supportlng the, pro;ect Th|s |s ‘a cr|t|cal economlc
deve|opment and frelght moblllty prOJect for the City of Moses Lake; the Port of Moses
Lake, and Grant:County. The city finds nothing in the Preliminary Environmental
Assessment which changes its mind with regard to the project. .. - .

- The city supports the project for.the foIIowing‘ reasons:

1. It will extend and enhance railroad access to mdustnes and industrial properties in

the Northern Columbla__Basm Area |n and around the City of Moses Lake and the

"7 7" “Port’ef Moses Lake.

2. |twn||great|y|mprovefre|ght mobility and economlcdevelopmentopportumtlesmthe
greater Moses Lake area.

3. It will eliminate a significant number of at-grade rail crossnngs Wthh will enhance
at safety in.and.around Moses Lake. ... . - . ,
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5. It wall reduce road damage and congestlon on the city's streets and hlghways as a
:-railcar can haul much more cargo than truck.
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It will help to retain jobs of current industrial customers in the Moses Lake area that
need rail access in order to continue to be competitive. The jobs created by the
industrial companies are family wage jobs that are critical to the economic livelihood
of Moses Lake and the surrounding area.

It will open up hundreds of additional acres of prime industrial property to rail
access. Many industrial companies are looking for rail served sites which will allow
them to be competitive from a transportation standpoint. By having new rail access
to several hundred acres of industrial property in the Moses Lake area, many new

_family wage jobs could be created which would greatly benefit the economy a and the
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tax base in and around the City City of Moses Lake.

It wiII event'ually open up water front property for a trail activity or walking/biking péth
and other potential tourism developments.

For the reasons mentioned, the City of Moses Lake, as stated prevnously contlnues to

support the Northern Columbia Basin Railroad Project.

Very tru|y yours

eph K. Gavinski
Manager
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