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Resolution No. 5;(][ é - /n(of&eEmrieI
Commissicrers of LaPsrte Conxty, Indians

WHREREAS, this Commission is eoramitted o fair snd balenesd job crestion inftintives that
recogalze ead protect the needs end interests of our residenfs and commeunities, and

WEEREAS, this Commissior: remairs committed to developing Kingshury Indastricl Paric
s oxe of the koy refl-served industrig parks in our reglon and the Greet Lekes Bosie
Reilroad (“GLER”) plax to have the Park serve g the terminns for its proposed refl
bypzss aroamd Chicago merited corefil study and review because of the patentis! lob
ereetisn irvolved fa such g pisa, snd

WHARTAS, this Coramission kaa cerefelly reserved fudgment on the GLBR propessl
waliing to see whether certoln eriterin were met, such as whether any of the Class I
rsiivasds would formally rnrource thelr suppor: for tie propesal, snd

WELRILAS, this body indicated previously oar corcerns that czy route for the GLBR be
as miaimsily inivusive 28 posalbis, end

WEHRTAS, for ths proposed rafiroed to be as mintmaily intrusive ss pocsivle with regerd
to axxell towns, residertial aveas aud existng fervaisnd, i wes kighly desireble G:et exy
revised rovte cse extensive existing reflroad right-of-wey rother thay cozsidsrehle use of
greenffeld aites, ecd

WHEREAS, te Wall Street Journel reported on April 19, 2016 thst ihe prepessi kad
gernered ¢ “cool reception from: the Clinss I raflroads which aze pasiving thelx owr pien to
Gisledge the Chicego zail logjau:,® and

WEEREAS, the sapport cf Ciess I refiroads i desrsed vite! by the urdersigred for the
GLER to gafi: access to existing refiroed right-of-wey, rather thsr use highly trtrusive
greenfield sites, yet ons of the Claas I rali cerriers, the Unior Paeific Ratirond was actusly
quoted by the [Vall Street Journal ns celiing the GLER propossl “nr exceedingly expersive
idea wiih no prbiicly !dentified funding soarces,” and

WEERTAS, even » representstive of the Surface Transpsrtation Bogrd’s Offce of
Envirenmenta Anaiysks, Vieteria Rutson, teld the Post-Tribune on May 22, 2016 that musk
cf the upprecedentad pubiic apposition to the progosel is due to the fallore of the CLER to
“ase whai’s in plece rather than disrupt the lives of so many people,” particularly since, as
she put it, there is so ranch refiroed right-of- way thst 1y “chandoned and vzdaruged.”

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
LAPORTE COUNTY, INDIANA that becruse cf the appareet fativre of the Creat Lakes
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Bestr Ralirond plenzers to eailst the support of ot leeat one () Close I relirocd, tiis body
finds tint the alternetive reate recenily Hed witk the Sarirce Transportetion Boged still
conteina far too much greenfleid sitcs end imnkes inadequate use of less inirusive oxisticg
reitroad right-ci-wey which would neset with muck greater sceoptance by residexts aud
comm:unities in. LoPorte County end otirer nortinvest Indisna cownties. Accordingly, we
must GFPOSE this pian end intend that this resciutior: be commumicried to the Surince
Trengportation Board.

All of wialeh is resolved this 5\‘/:& day of Dedobar, 2016,






