PORTEC RAIL ¢

PRODUCTS, INC.

June 25, 2008

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Environmental Analysis Section Chief
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423

Subject: Canadian National Railway Co., et al. — Control — EJ&E West Company,
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Rutson:

I'am writing in support of CN’s proposed acquisition of the major portion of the Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern Railway Company (EJ&E). This transaction will improve rail service in the
Chicago metropolitan area, to the benefit of railroads and their customers as well as the
Chicagoland region generally.

I represent Portec Rail Products Inc., a 100+ year company that has been innova‘ing and
manufacturglg,y;aerUS products for railroad track infrastructse, railcar securement systems,
friction management systems and track diagnostic systens. Gur £-ce is slaly.an he railroad
itHiigrry and'cz.rmgrowth;and:systaingp,iligy is dependent on the railroads successe. 1d growth

. .

strategies as-werl: Ope of ous.diyisions,is located in Chicago so we are well awarc  “the logistic
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- . The Cityof Chic&gg) is-an impor(;a}it center for North Amefican rafl traffie, but tha ras! -
corridors in Chicago.are cpngested. Policymakers have long recognized hat dction needs to be
takeit to reduce rail congestion-in Chicago, and CN's proposed aéquisition wouid help to reduce
congestion by rerouting CN tratfic. from downtown to the less congested EJ&E line in suburban
Chicago. 'The more efficient rail operations that will result will'benefit CN and other ra;lioads,
as well as the business community that relies on rail service and the many communities in the
downtown area that will experience reductions in train traffic.

I also urge the STB to approve this transaction expeditiously, as proposed by CN in its
request for establishment of time limits for the environmental review and for issuance of'a final

decision. I support a meaningful environmental review to exarine the impadts of moving train
iratfic off of dow:towr Chicago. ail lines to the EJ&E, f)’(ar‘ticuldrly"as”smhe commiunities along
the EJ&E right-of-way wil! experiernce irain traffic incredses. THe STB¢'Section'of - |
Environmental Analysis (SEA) has been examining these isstiés Tor the last several months and
-has provided opportunities fer community gg,?i,dgntg.andl officials to comment on t' ‘ransaction.
incerested parii=s also will ha e the opportunity o providé comnients on the draf  vironmental
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I'urge the Board to complete its environmental review process expeditiously, and to
approve this bereficial transaction as in the public interest.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Kostas Papazoglou
Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer
Portec Rail Products, Inc.

cc: David A. Hirsh, Esq.



