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COUNTY OF MAVERICK

Office of the County Judge
David R. Saucedo

March 12, 2012

Mr. Dave Navecky

Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Re:  Comments and Request for EIS regarding STB Docket No. FD 3554, Eagle Pass
Railroad, LLC — Proposed Rail Line Construction and Operation — Maverick
County, Texas.

Dear Mr. Navecky:

This letter responds to your letter dated February 3, 2012, requesting comments on
resources under Maverick County’s jurisdiction that could be affected by the proposed
project and inquiring whether this proposal would require further permitting or approval
by the County.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed project. The County urges
you to perform a thorough and comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to
address how this project may affect our community.

As you may know, the County is charged with protecting the health and safety of its
citizens. The EIS process would hopefully provide the level of detail needed to fully
assess whether this project would be lessen or increase that burden.

The County has four areas of initial concern related to possible impacts of this project:
(1) cross-border security, (2) surface and groundwater resources, (3) endangered species,
and (4) public transportation infrastructure and convenience.

First and foremost, the County needs to be comfortable that the new international
crossing would not negatively affect cross-border security. The two existing international
bridges were closed down just last week due to violence across the border. The County
would also want to be assured that the new international bridge would not create an
additional conduit for drug and arms smuggling.
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Second, the County worries the new rail lines could negatively affect surface and
groundwater resources. Local public water systems have been strained by the recent and
historic droughts. The proposed rail lines would necessarily cross streams and tributaries
that many County citizens depend upon for their wellbeing, recreation and livelihood.
Furthermore, the need for the new rail line is grounded primarily — perhaps, exclusively —
in the need to provide adequate rail capacity to transport lignite (a low-grade form of
coal) to Mexico from a mine proposed by one of the rail line’s sister companies north of
Eagle Pass. This mine, itself, poses a threat to water resources in the county.

Third, two species of endangered cats (jaguarondi and ocelot) have been documented in
the area these rail lines would traverse. The County wants to do what it can to help
preserve these species.

Finally, during this time of intense budgetary constraints on local governments, extra
attention has to be paid to the proposed project’s impacts on local transportation
infrastructure and convenience. One of the currently proposed routes would pass through
the City of Eagle Pass, the largest municipality in Maverick County. It is doubtful such a
route would be acceptable to the citizens of Eagle Pass. All routes under consideration
require scrutiny for their impacts on pedestrian and vehicular traffic, which, as you are
likely aware, can be negatively impacted by railroad crossings and by trains slowed or
halted for border inspections.

Depending on the route chosen, it is possible the project would require approval of
various County officials, including the Floodplain Administrator for Maverick County.

Thank you, again, for your consideration of these comments. If you wish to discuss
further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

a

David Saucedo, County Judge
For the Maverick County
Commissioners Court
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