EI-25419
La Festa Italiana Attendees
Ask the Surface Transportation Board to
Preserve the Harsimus Branch, AB_.167_1189 X

La Festa Italiana is a 113-year-old street festival that continues traditions of'Italian immigrants
who settled in Dowgitown Jersey City’s Village section. Our history and traditions are threatened
by the proposed demolition of the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch.

The Italian Village developed loosely between the Pennsylvania Railroad main passenger line running
down Rail Road Avenue (now Columbus Drive) and the PRR’s Harsimus Branch, which runs beside the
Harsimus Cemetery, where many Italian residents of the Village are buried, and then parallels Sixth
Street. Important streets in the Village include Brunswick Street (once known as Bushel*Avenue for the

many Italian vendors who lined it), and Monmouth Streets.

%
w

Holy Rosary Church, the first Italian parish in New Jersey, is located on Sixth Street between Monmouth
and Brunswick. The festival is held on this block between the circa 1902 Church, built by Italian
parishioners at 5 cents a brick, and the circa 1902 stone Embankment.

The festival is held annually in August and is associated with the Feast of the Assumption and St. Rocco
masses and street processions. The Feast traditions extend back centuries in [taly and are thought to
retain elements from pre-Christian traditions. Thousands attend the festival and processions each year,
with many former residents returning to participate.

If the Branch and the Embankment are disassembled, demolished, and replaced with residential
construction, we do not see how our traditions can continue. Please preserve our history and

cultural traditions by preserving the Branch.
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La Festa Italiana Attendees

Ask the Surface Transportation Board to
Preserve the Harsimus Branch, AB_167 1189 X

La Festa Italiana is a 113-year-old street festival that continues traditions of Italian immigrants
who settled in Downtown Jersey City’s Village section. Our history and traditions are threatened
by the proposed demolition of the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch.

The Italian Village developed loosely between the Pennsylvania Railroad main passenger line running

“down Rail Road Avenue (now Columbus Drive) and the PRR’s Harsimus Branch, which runs beside the
Harsimus Cemetery, where many Italian residents of the Village are buried, and then parallels Sixth
Street. Important streets in the Village include Brunswick Street (once known as Bushel Avenue for the
many Italian vendors who lined it), and Monmouth Streets.

Holy Rosary Church, the first Italian parish in New Jersey, is located on Sixth Street between Monmouth
and Brunswick. The festival is held on this block between the circa 1902 Church, built by Italian
parishioners at 5 cents a brick, and the circa 1902 stone Embankment.

The festival is held annually in August and is associated with the Feast of the Assumption and St. Rocco
masses and street processions. The Feast traditions extend back centuries in Italy and are thought to
retain-elements from pre-Christian traditions. Thousands attend the festival and processions each year,
with many former residents returning to participate.

If the Branch and the Embankment are disassembled, demolished, and replaced with residential
construction, we do not see how our traditions can continue. Please preserve our history and

cultural traditions by preserving the Branch.
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