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¥ Does t

he Great Lakes Basin

Transportation plan make sense?

People were shocked in March 2016 to
hear that a new railroad, 278 miles long,
was not only being proposed for the area,
but that the approval process had begun.
As citizens investigated the proposal for
Great Lakes Basin Transportation (GLBT),
the initial shock turned to deep concerns.

Its chief promoter Frank Patton has no
experience with the most complex trans-
portation system in the world, America’s
rail network. But more important, GLBT
is abusing the approval process and has put
forward an intellectually dishonest pro-
posal that is designed to prevent anyone
from effectively challenging it, because
GLBT has provided no concrete details.

People were initially surprised because
GLBT began the process by asking for and
receiving a waiver of a mandatory 6-
month notification period. This hid the
fact that their plan cannot stand-up to basic
scrutiny. The executives behind GLBT are
making a mockery of the approval process.

What they are proposing is a shape-
shifting creature in railroad form. When
managing partner Frank Patton needs to
impress people that there is a need for a
Chicago railroad bypass, GLBT proclaims
it will handle 1190 trains a day.

When there are environmental hearings,
the shape-shifting GLBT then states that
110 trains per day is far too many and that
the number is 16 trains per day and could
be few as few as eleven. When GLBT
needs to ease landowner’s concerns, they
claim to be paying double or more of cur-
rent market value for land seized under
eminent domain, $20,000 per acre. GLBT,
however, must know that by law, they can-
not pay above assessed market value.

In virtually every critical aspect, GLBT
cannot keep its story straight. Perhaps a
few contradictions can be assumed to be
misunderstandings, but their plan’s many
inconsistencies simply indicate deception.
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