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Kevin J. Egan
904 Huntsmoor Lane

Frankfort, IL  60423

September 30, 2008

Via E-Mail & U.S. Mail
Ms. Phyllis Johnson-Ball

Service Transportation Board

395 East Street, SW

Washington, D.C.  20243



Re:  STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:

As a 25-year resident of the Village of Frankfort and as one of its elected officials, I write to object to the numerous shortcomings contained in the draft Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) relating to the opposed acquisition of the Elgin-Joliet and Eastern Railway by the Canadian National Railway Company.

The EIS fails to fully and fairly evaluate and address the impact which this acquisition would have on our quality of life and fails to meet the legal standards set by the National Environmental Policy Act.  Accordingly, the final EIS needs to be revised substantially so that it addresses local and site-specific affects of the proposed transaction in detail.  Significantly, the draft EIS does not fully address the option of the development of a new rail line substantially further from Chicago, which would have fewer adverse environmental effects.  It is the development of a new rail line which has been encouraged by Frankfort Village Board as a practical solution to what is otherwise nothing more than the transfer of an environmental problem from one area of metropolitan Chicago to Frankfort and the other communities affected by the proposed acquisition.
For these reasons, I urge that the shortcomings of the EIS be addressed in the final EIS; if they are not, litigation will inevitably follow.

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Egan
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