September 29, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball 

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087 
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am writing once again to express my strong opposition to the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E Rail Line by Canadian National. This acquisition would have an immediate negative impact on daily life within our community and a marked negative impact on commerce throughout our region because of how it will contribute to already heavy traffic congestion. Adding insult to injury, our community of Barrington also stands to lose its quiet zone designation under this proposed sale! This is not acceptable.

Considering this one rail line bisects all major roads through our community, and separates our police, fire, and emergency responders from the only hospital within miles, and miles of our community – the sheer volume of trains proposed for this line will put lives at risk from day one.

One of the claims CN is making regarding the necessity of the purchase is that it will be able to reduce volume on its primary tracks through the region, thus benefiting commerce. I suspect this will only be a temporary decrease and these same communities will be experiencing current levels and more within 5-10 years if CN strategic plans are to be believed.
I support the use of railroads for the efficient and environmentally sensitive transport of goods. It makes good sense. HOWEVER, creating rail expressways through existing communities is not the way to accomplish this goal. I believe the communities currently impacted by CN need relief, and communities at risk of being assaulted by this company should be protected. 
The simplest solution is that we need a new rail system in this country – one established throughout the back country where open space is plentiful and the magnitude of negative impact on daily community life would be kept at a minimum. CN stands to benefit the most, so they need to contribute to a solution that covers more than the next couple of years.

Please do not approve of this purchase. 

Sincerely,

Rachel Cook

535 Elm Road

Barrington, IL 60010

