It has recently been brought to our attention that there are plans to construct a RR Spur from Port McKenzie to the north-south main RR line.

On April 11,2010 my wife and I attended an EIS meeting where comment was taken regarding the various spur plans.  All making comments supported one spur over another, with the exception of Mrs. Grace Wedby, who called attention to the problems with increased siltation occurring above and below the new port facility (Port McKenzie) and on the Knik Shelf (located in Cook Inlet.  The increased siltation has occurred only since the construction of Port McKenzie and has resulted in an increase in dredging costs by ten fold.  This increased silt buildup was also reported in the “Alaska Journal of Commerce” (posted on the web on June 19, 2005).  To our minds this report calls into question the existence of the port facility.  Within this time period the streams in the Mat-Su Valley have experienced reduced salmon runs (of all 5 species of salmon).  Cook Inlet has also had a problem with the population of beluga whales suffering a sharp drop, resulting in their being placed on the “Threatened Species” list.  Perhaps there are correlations between the increased silt flowing into the inlet and the plummeting marine stocks (?).  

The “Big Lake Spur Route” will pass very close to both Echo and Homestead Lakes (within 2500-3000 feet).  Both lakes currently have numerous waterfowl nesting habitats for the following species: loons, swans, sandhill cranes, mallard ducks, goldeneye ducks and other various duck and wildfowl species.  A rail line in close proximity would cause most of the species listed to seek other nesting areas and possibily result in lost nesting seasons.

The Aroura Dog Mushing Club is located at the end of Gonder Road.  There are numerous mushing trails in the area (including connectors with the Iditarod Trail).  Also located in the area are many snowmachine trails.  The Big Lake Spur Route would cause a major disruption of many of these trails.
The woods and wetlands that would be destroyed by a rail spur are home to many moose, bear, fox, lynx, grouse, etc.  The loss to the area of these animal species would also result in a loss of quality of life for the human inhabitants of the area.
It seems to us that at a time of reduced oil production on the North Slope and falling revenues for the State of Alaska, the expenditure of millions (perhaps billions) of dollars that has serviced nine (9) ships since its opening over seven (7) years ago is a TERRIBLE WASTE of taxpayer dollars.  At some point, someone has to make the hard decision and say, “Enough is enough, lets find a better way to use these funds.

