Roger L. Broege

Driftline Holsteins

10911 N County Road W

Reedsville, WI 54230-8917

July 12, 2016

Mr. Dave Navecky

Office of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

Docket No. FD35952

395 E. Street SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Mr. Navecky:

This letter serves as a submission regarding the Great Lakes Basin Transportation (GLBT) railroad project, Docket No. FD 35952. For reasons outlined in this letter, I wish to express opposition to the proposal based on its impact on the Emerald Grove Cemetery, located in Rock County, WI, and impact on agricultural activities.

I am a landowner and farmer in Manitowoc County, WI, however, I grew up in Rock County, WI, and have strong ties to that area.

The Emerald Grove Cemetery was established February 26, 1850, and has three parcels designated for graves. Two parcels are approaching maximum capacity. The third parcel is available for future lots and is used for parking, etc. The entire cemetery is built on an upward slope and this third parcel, at the top, is where the proposed rail line crosses. The Emerald Grove Cemetery is cataloged as a Wisconsin burial site with the Wisconsin Historical Society. My parents, both sets of grandparents, and other ancestors are buried in this cemetery. I will also be buried there. 

Listed below are negative impacts to our cemetery if the proposed rail line is approved:

· Smaller volume of future lot sales due to permanent destruction of cemetery acreage which also leads to decreased perpetual care income.

· Ambiguity of GLB’s proposed “future growth” may mean additional land loss. 

· Loosing local control over personal property by each individual lot owner. 

· Noise pollution for families visiting loved one's graves and the inability to schedule an interment that is solemn and peaceful.

· Crumbling of historic headstones and monuments due to vibration and pollution.


Additional financial burden when the natural grade of the land is altered resulting 
in surface run off causing erosion problems, monument movement or ponding.

· Stagnant water leading to issues with mosquitoes, wildlife and odors.

· Improper maintenance of rail line easement leading to growth of noxious weeds degrading our well-kept cemetery.

· Possibility of hazardous material spills and derailments leading to potential ground water contamination ruining our well and increased financial burden. 

· Additional access problems if township roads are altered or closed because there is already a closed railroad bridge cutting off cemetery access from the south.

· Change in road usage patterns by large farm equipment and trucks causing more problems for people trying to access the cemetery.Longer response times for emergency vehicles if needed at the cemetery.

Listed below are negative impacts to farmers and agricultural activities if this proposal is approved:

· Some of the richest and most productive ground in Wisconsin will be taken out of production and the economic loss to the area will be felt by everyone. Loss of tax revenue will strain the communities' ability to provide emergency services, road maintenance and quality of education.

· Farm fields will be divided, making it difficult, if not impossible, for farmers to reach parts of their fields. This will create a loss in income by creating point rows, serious flooding or ponding, or the inability to get to a landlocked part of the field.

· Movement of farm equipment will be hindered and more dangerous if farmers have to cross tracks and wait for trains at a crossing.

· Farmers will not be able to evacuate valuable livestock in case of evacuation need.

· Contamination of the soil by the proposed GLBT rail line is a major concern. Creosote from the treated rail road ties leaches into the soil and works its way through the ground to the field tiles that carry excess water, thus contaminating both soil and ground and river water.

· Contaminated ground will not grow crops, thus farmers will lose revenue as a result of this poorly planned rail line.

· Increased use of herbicides to maintain unused portions of the easement.

· Risk permanent damage to surrounding soils, aquifers and wells with the transport of oil and chemicals.

Finally: 

· Extreme risk associated with an unproven railroad-building company to complete this 278 mile project and make it profitable.

· An entity with undisclosed financial backers, would be given power through Eminent Domain to destroy our landscape and the life's work of past, present, and future generations.

· Unwillingness to openly share future detailed plans about the utility provision in the proposed easement.

· Frank Patton should be required to officially file a formal application to move GLBT forward, and that would require that all representations are certified as true under panalty of law, and that the person signing off on the formal application is qualified to make all statements on the application.

· The inefficiencies of the Chicago train terminal should not be solved by creating problems in rural areas. C.R.E.A.T.E. is already working on congestion and is a combined effort of many.

I would urge the Surface Transportation Board's Office of Environmental Analysis to favor the “no build” option when they write the environmental impact statement. A better option would include using underutilized rail routes and existing transportation corridors that would minimize the negative impact to our cemetery and farmland that would result from the construction of the GLBT's proposed route. 

Sincerely, 

Roger L. Broege

EI-24735








