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www.dontme88Withquihi.com +<&»830-426-2060
Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald, President Jacque Conrad. Secretary
Lester Landrum, Vica-President Mary Walpote, Treasurer
Archie Gerties, Director Ted Portenier, Director

Randy Wood, Director Em? Balzen Membership
Alyne Fitzgerald, Communications :

Ms. DianaWood

Section of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S W.

Washington, D. C. 20423-0001 11 January 2008

Subject: STB Finance Docket #34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad Company-
Construction and Operation Exemption - Medina County, TX.

Dear Ms, Wood:

After reviewing David Coburn's Dec. 13, 2007, emailed letter to you, Medina County Environmental Action
Asociation (MCEAA) submits the following comments.

In his letter, Mr. Coburn, as he has repeatedly donein the past, satesthat MCEAA's concarns and comments
are unjustified and bogus. Just as he has donein the pagt, he offers no proofthat the SGR rail-loop and other
quarry related features will not significantly affect floodways of the Polecat and Elm creeks. Instead, he places
the respongibility on the Medina County Hood Plan Administrator, Mr. Pat Brawner, whom Mr. Coburn states
would not permit, or dlow, any railroad or railroad related structuresto be built that would violate FEMA
regulations.

The truth of the matter is that the County Floodplain Administrator here, asin many if not most countiesin
Texas, has no formal hydrological training or expertise. He is not an expert and cannot render an expert

opinion. Deferenceto him, in the form of delegation of further analyss, is equivaent to a mere conclusory
gtatement by STB that no impact will occur Were MCEAA to present expert opinion to the contrary on any new
discusson of flooding in the Find EIS that made such a delegation and/or conclusory statement, it would be
uncontradicted in the record. For this reason, as MCEAA has urged previoudy, ahard look, including a
quantitative look, must be taken at the bridges in this proposd at this time, not after the license is issued.

In addition, Mr. Brawner has repeatedly stated that he is forced to rely on FEMA guiddines, and the signatures
of licensed engineers report that V ulcan/Southwest Gulf Railroad (SGR) will not appreciably affect flooding
downstream of this rail-loop. Therefore, permitting of this rail-loop and its related fuel storage and maintenance
area, and their related infrastructures, will be accomplished on data submitted by Vulca/SGR. Mr. Brawner
has dso dated that FEMA, in its current State, does not have the resources to adequately review and/or
challenge thisdata Therefore, MCEAA and the public are unfairly subjected to bear flooding risks with 1980's
maps done by extrapolation not by actua measurements. MCEAA believesthis is a perfect example of "the fox
guarding the henhouse’, and it will have the foreseegble result of needless loss of life and property.
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The STB must not issue apermit for this railroad based on the biased, unproven data of the gpplicant. Best
Management Practices (BMP) and the "trust us' philosophy are not fail-proof.

Review of the latest map submitted with Mr. Cobum's Dec. 13, 2007 email showsthat */* of the plant Ste and
all ofthe fuel storage and maintenance aress areidands surrounded by floodways in the path of 18,391 acres of
drainage. The entranceto the plant ste by SGR has to cross over approximately 1, 1 00 feet of thisfloodway on
abridge whose design is yet to be disclosed.  (See accompanying attachments.) The height of this bridge will
admittedly be at least 15 feet above this floodway at its highest point. MCE AA wants more details of this
construction. :

As the evidence shows, it is clear that Vulcan/SGR sdected the quarry Ste prior to afull analysis of thistruly
unsuitable ste. Now it is locked into trying to defend its flawed decisons. This letter points out once again
why MCEAA has steadfastly urged STB to reconsider its decison to require an EIS on the entire quarry,
consdering it as a connected action to the railroad, rather than a cumulative impact. We again make this plea
Only athorough ETS on the quarry will disclosethe true environmental impacts of these projects,

Sincerdly,

Robdend 7
Encl: Map: D. Coburn 13 Dec 07

Points of Concern
Dr. Robert Fitzgerad
cc. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison President, MCEAA
284 Russ| Senate Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator John Comyn
517 Hart Senate Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

US Representative Ciro Rodriguez
Congressiond Didtrict 23

2458 Rayburn House Ofc. Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20515

State Senator Carlos Uresti
P, O. Box 12068
Austin, TX 7871 1-2068

State Representative Tracy King
Didtrict 43

P. O. Box 291

Austin, TX 78768

State Representative David Liebowitz
Digtrict 117

P O. Box 291

Austin, TX 78768
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FEMA Representative Glenn Beard
800 N. Loop 288
Denton, TX 76209

Pat Brawner

Medina County Environmental Hedlth
Floodplain Administrator

709 Avenue Y

Hondo, TX 78861

County Judge Jim Barden
Medina County Courthouse, Room 101
Hondo, TX 78861

Ronnie Ulbrich

County Commissioner, Precinct 1
1100 16* &., Room 101

Hondo, TX 78861

Ms. JavaZyman-Penobshek
URS Corporation

Surface Trangportation Board
395 E Stredt, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20423-001

Gardner Law Firm
745 E. Mulberry Ave., Suite 100
San Antonio, TX 78212

MEEAN, T, forgoar Teome; Tealch; and Horitggs
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January 11,2008

Atch MCEAA letter to STB
DianaWoods, SEA

Points of Particular Concern for STB and EEMA to condder:
Please reference map accompanied by David Coburn's Dec. 13, 2007 email.

A train derailment in the quarry ste could result in adiesal spill over the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone (EARZ), This scenario isforeseeable in at least 3 areas of the rail
loop, designated ad,2, and 4 on the accompanying map. MCEAA notes that eroson of
the rail loop could occur during periods of heavy rainfal in the upland watersheds of the
Polecat and EIm Creeks, This erogon could result in train derailments at the 1, 2, and 4
designations, and could aso result in aterations of the floodways, flooding of the plant
dte and contamination of the EARZ with diesdl fuel. For example, the man-made
permanent rock bcrm SGR proposes to congruct at point | is not fail-proof. Vulcan's
stormwater runoff plan submitted to and approved by Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) offers no proof that the rail loop infrastructure can
withstand typica flooding conditions that are noted to occur in this area at frequent
intervals. MCEAA has brought this to TCEQ's attention during their comment period to
no avail, MCEAA's request to the TCEQ for a public meeting to discuss water pollution
abatement and stormwater runoff plans was ignored. For the foregoing ressons MCEAA
urges more finite details concerning these points be obtained by STB and FEMA before a
permit is granted.

Moreover, MCEAA urgesthe STB and FEMA to sask more information concerning the
construction of therail line asit entersthe plant ste. SGR acknowledges that therail line
will require abridge at this location. See #4 on map. However, details of its construction
have not been given, i.e. itstype, length, and height above the floodplain. Will there be
connecting berms placed in the floodplain? If so, what is their length? How will they be
congtructed and maintained? What will be the flooding effect by the placement of bridges
and berms in the floodplain?

Lastly MCEAA questions the possible atering of the floodway with increased flooding
potentials by the placement of the road connecting the plant site with the fuel storage and
maintenance area. See point number 3. The length of this road has not been disclosed. It
is located entirely in the floodway directly in the path of the drainage of 18,391 acres of
watershed. If this road is going to be congructed at-grade, as information obtained from
the Medina County floodplain administrator says it will be, MCEAA asks how this road
wilt be congtructed and maintained without increasing the flooding potential and atering
the floodway.
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