September 29, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E. Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball: 

I am writing this in regards to Canadian National’s acquisition of EJ&E. Obviously our Congressional leaders are putting special interests before the best interests of the MILLIONS of Americans and THOUSANDS of businesses impacted by this merger. 

In an economy as shaky as ours, this would be devastating to the property values of homeowners and the businesses surrounding it, not to mention the safety and quality of life of the taxpayers in the area. We are not talking about a small inconvenience. This is not about a small amount of people or a couple of towns complaining about economic growth. We are talking about 55,000 vehicles per day affected by 400% increase in freight traffic!!

As Canadian National told the Chicago Tribune, the bulk of the costs for mitigation would be paid for by the state and federal governments. In a state that is in dire need of infrastructure improvements, how can any of our policymakers agree to take our tax dollars to make this company more profitable at the expense of our quality of life??

Congress has seriously let down millions of taxpayers by not passing HR 6707. While ignoring our safety and quality of life, they have helped give a crippling blow to our property values and economy. 

Donald Doubek

13235 Taylor Street

Plainfield, IL 60585

