ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
FD 35952
GREAT LAKES BASIN RAIL LINE

WATER RESOURCES
· The natural grade of the land will be altered disrupting the natural flow of surface water, potentially creating artificial ponds and wetlands.
· Stagnant water will lead to issues with mosquitos, wildlife, and access to areas.
· Possible ground water contamination due to spills and /or derailments.
· People in the vicinity of the rail line and the rail port depend on their well water.  If the water is polluted, the water is forever contaminated.
· Since the area feeds into the Kankakee river, the potential exists to pollute the  river and effect the drinking water of the entire Kankakee Valley area which has a population of 100,000+ people. The result would be a huge catastrophe.
AIR QUALITY
· The diesel particulate emissions from 110 trains per day will increase the lung cancer risks and other health effects for people in the vicinity of the rail line.  
· Air quality will decrease due to the pollution created by the 110 trains per day and also the proposed rail port located in Sumner Township Illinois. Truck traffic, in and around the rail port in Sumner township, also produces more air and noise pollution.
· In 2005, the California Air Resources Board conducted Health Risk Assessments for the 18 major California rail yards. The HRAs found that in total, the 18 rail yard are responsible for 210 tons of diesel pollution emissions a year, posing a significant public health risk and putting more than 3 million people at an elevated risk of cancer.  For of the rail yards pose an excessive risk of 500-3,300 chances per million.  This means that people living in close proximity to the rail yard have a higher risk of cancer compared to other residents who do not live near the yards.
NOISE AND VIBRATION
· Increased noise and vibration levels both day and night.  Two tracks will handle 110 trains (not cars, trains!!) per day.  One train every 13 minutes.  For those in close proximity to the rail line, the possibility of structural damage to their homes is real.
GEOLOGY AND SOILS
· Risk permanent damage to surrounding soll with the transport of oil and chemicals
· Disturbing 23 acres, of mostly farmland, per mile of railroad track
· The loss of some of the best soil in the world.




IMPACT ON CURRENT LAND USE
· Permanent destruction of prime farmland (approx. 6,700 acres: 20 per mile for 270 miles).
· Large fields will be divided in small pieces which will decrease productivity.
· Increased compaction of soils due to shorter rows
· Farm implements may be too big to use on newly created smaller fields.
· Large amounts of fill are needed to build ‘fly-overs’ and bridges.
· Livestock wandering on tracks due to poor or broken fencing.
· Maintenance of the unused portion of 200 foot wide easement.
· Large areas of soil will be forever destroyed with no hopes of replacement if a large chemical spill happens from a derailment or leaking train car.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]More land will also be required to support the truck traffic from the Sumner township rail port.  New roads will be required since only a 2 lane highway is near the Sumner township rail port.  

RECREATION
· RR goes through the Kankakee State Park destroying valuable natural resources used by thousands of people annually. More beautiful land destroyed and nothing left for our children in Illinois.

IMPACT ON AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES
· Delays at crossings for farm machinery and equipment; this affects productivity and profits.
· RR will cause land lacked fields and pastures.
· Increased traffic of farm equipment on township and country roads.
· Farmers will not be able to evacuate valuable livestock in case of evacuation need.
· Damage to existing field tile lines.
· Decreased production of crops and livestock.
· Increased use of herbicides to maintain unused portions of easement.
WILDLIFE
· The following are on the US Wildlife Endangered Species list and can be found in the counties affected by the rail line:
· Indiana Bat; Northern Long-Eared Bat
· Several plants
· Descurrent False Aster; Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid; Leafy Prairie Clover (Endangered);
· Prairie Bush Clover
· Crustaceans and various other species:
· Scaleshell; Sheepnose mussel
· Rattlesnake-master borer moth (candidate)]\
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