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- STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

1300 §. Evergreen Park Dr. 5.W, RO, Hoax 47250 » Olympi, Washingtan 98504- 7250 .
: - (360} 664-T160 » TTY (350) 586-8303

January 9, 2009

The Hon. Judy Wamnick , » o
House of Representatives : »
JLOB 403
Olympza WA 98504

RE: Rail Safety Issues at I.onngw Elemnntary Sclmol

Dear chresentanve Wiarnlck;

'I'hankyouformecungmthmconnecembeﬂ 2008, tod:scussthcraﬂ safety:ssuwat
LongvxcwElemmary School in Moses Lake, | write now to smnmanzawhareweareatthls

. point,

On October 21 2008, staff from the Waslnngton Utilities and Transportation Commlssmn

© (commissian) met w1th you, schoal officials, and Columbia Basin Railroad representatives to
discuss the issue of railroad safety near the school. We arc aware that students are crossing the
railroad tracks to reach school and then crossing them again when they retum home. There is no
designated pedestrian crossing or any other safety device at this Jocation, making it particulasly
hazardous for the students, Columbia Basin Railrosd owns and operates tralns on the tracks.

, Dunngthemeeung,wemspectedthesxteanddmcussedopuous forimprovmg safctyforthe
students. These included: o

+ Continuing to mpmfencmandﬁndoﬁmmeanstokeep students offthctxacks

s Rediveoting students to existing crossmgs located at Maple Drive Northeast or szford
Road Northeast. .

Tnstalling fencing or other means to channel students into one slngie crossing site.

Constructing a pedestrian crossing that allows students to cross the tracks, but that would

bring a gate-arm down when a train is approaching, blocking access to the tracks. -

» Constructing an under-crossing that allows students to avoid the tracks completely.

Those sttending the mosting agreed that this last option is best in terms of rail safety, although it
ra:swzssuurelawdmpcrsonalsafetyforchﬂdmmahnmelsemng. We also agroed that
installing fwmng:s critical to directmg students toward the crossing and away from unpmtected

tracks.
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Unfommxtcly, constructiont ofan undar-cmssing is also themost expensive optmn. Last year, thc '
railroad unsuccessfully soughtpubhc ﬁmdmgforantmder-@mssing,andhasmade clear that
without public fundmg, it will not be able to construct such a crossing,

While we recognize the challenge mobtamngﬁmdlng,majsomnglybehevethmmpamas
- must take immediatc action to improve safety for students and other pedestrians crossing the
tracksatthxslocanon.Fordﬁsreason,werecommmdthmthsmkoadconsiwapedm
anly, at-grade crossing as an intermediate solution. We also recommend the school district and
the railroad install fencing which will channe! students to the crossing. An at-grade crossing is
not the optimal solutxon, but we believe it will do much to reducc the cumntsaﬁctynsksnear the

_ school.

As I mcuﬁoned in our meetixig; the commission has a grant program, theGrade Crossing
Protection Fund, which could help find some of the improvements at this location. Pledse know
that we are willing to work with stakeholders to assist them in applying for ﬁmdmg

Commassmn staff and other Opemnon Lifesaver volunteers are scheduled to prowde educational
presentations on rail safety to students at Longview Elementary School on January 13, 2009, An
evening session will also be offered to community members who live near the tracks st this

location. Annual Operation Lifesaver presentations are planned for the students and citizens thai

Hvenearmeh'acks '

| ‘Ihankyouforyomauennuntothismaﬁer Ifyouhaveanyquwuons,youmaycomactmeat
(360) 664-1208 or ddanner@utc. wagov. _ ,

Sincerely, - L o |
C%—*;"- doe o ,
David W. Danner , . ..

Executive Director and Secrotary

¢c;  Senator Janea Holmquist
: Columbia Basin Railroad
' - Moses Lake School District |
Dave Pratt, Assxstant Du'eetor Safety & Consumer Protection ' s
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