We are very opposed the proposed railroad route that begins in Willow for the following reasons:

· The proposed route beginning in Willow is one-third longer than the other routes.

· It is unconscionable that this route, which will cost $100 million more of the taxpayers money than the other routes is even being considered

· The Willow route, being 1/3 longer than the other routes through winter moose habitat means 1/3 more moose will be killed by the railroad than through the other routes.

· The route from Willow and west of Red Shirt Lake has very deeper snow than the other routes, which will result in many more moose using the railroad tracks for travel.

· To the east, where the other routes originate, there is less and less snow (which is why the Iditarod sled dog race was moved to Willow).

· Section line easements- Is the railroad going to be allowed to vacate these easements and not allow access across the tracks?
· Who is going to pay for building any of the crossings in the future?
· The Mat-Su borough is a 2nd class borough and does not have road powers except in individual, limited road service areas. We don’t think it is right that the RR should be able to force these costs on the local road services areas which have very limited budgets, and then make the local taxpayers pay through their property taxes as they have done in the past.

· The RR has a bad reputation for not allowing any new crossings. In spite of the rapid growth in the area, we don’t believe any new RR crossings have been allowed in the past 30 years in the Mat-Su borough. If a person’s land  is divided by the railroad, they might as well let it go for taxes because they will not have access to it.

· The area of Ferry, Alaska has had so many problems of access created by the RR that the residents come out and “moon” the trains full of tourists every 4th of July. They do this because they feel the railroad has not been a good neighbor.
Problems with the RR going to Point McKenzie.

· We don’t know how environmentally friendly the dock at Pt McKenzie will be due strong currents and major ice problems.

· The location of the dock was picked in part because they said with the strong currents it would be self-scouring and would not need dredging. Already the pulp ships have had to untie from the docks at times due to heavy ice conditions and strong currents.
· Are we going to create an environmental disaster? At Kenai there have already been several incidents of strong tides and heavy ice conditions that have caused the ships to break loose from the docks and cause environmental incidents and the conditions are a fraction of those at Pt McKenzie.

Additionally…..

· The coal fields from Tyonek , Chuit River and Beluga are being considered for development with a 10 mile long conveyor belt to bring the coal to tidewater. If this does occur, will the RR be able to compete when they will be shipping the coal over 200 miles to bring it to tidewater? 

· This project is going to put the Seward coal loading facilities out of business. Who will compensate the community for this economic loss? Who will pay for the equipment no longer used?
· Will the equipment at Pt McKenzie no longer be needed when these other areas then are developed just 10 miles from the tidewater?

WILLOW IS A RARE TREASURE IN THE WORLD TODAY WITH PHENOMENAL TRAILS AND RECREATION AREAS UNIQUE EVEN IN ALASKA. THE AREA IS ENJOYED BY ALL, NOT JUST THE LOCAL RESIDENTS. IF THIS IS DESTROYED BY A RAILROAD BI-SECTING IT, IT CANNOT BE REPLACED.
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