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Dave Navecky
Environmental Analysis Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington DC 20423-0001
Dear Dave,
I’m writing to express my great concern regarding the Great Lakes Basin Railroad. My family and I live and work in the area where this project is planned. We chose to live here because of the rich farmland, the peaceful feeling, and the values driven people. Illinois has some of the most fruitful farmland, but I’m afraid that this project would cause catastrophic damage to it. The enormous amount of top-soil removal causing disruption and displacement of the land, will result in loss of nutrient rich soil. Also changes to the natural grade of land and damage to the drainage tiles, affects the sub-soil drainage. Which can cause widespread flooding, erosion, and even render large areas of farmland useless. Hazardous materials and heavy metals have been found in areas contiguous to railroads. Possible derailment/leaking of cars carrying chemicals would contaminate soil, and even the ground water below the soil. This could destroy crops and endanger food production for us all. 
Not only do these problems affect the land, but they also affect vegetation and wildlife. Land changes, flooding, and contamination can threaten many wildlife and plant habitats. Some of the endangered species along this proposed railway are; The Indiana Bat, The Long-Eared Bat, Eastern prairie fringed orchid, Leafy prairie clove, and the prairie bush clover. We must try to preserve our environment. 
The railroad will cause issues with area residents as well. There are many train/vehicle collisions in rural areas. Also First Responders will have longer travel times to help those in need. People losing money due to decreased land frutility, concern for health risks from hazards, and the added noise and stress to a formerly peaceful way of life, may be persuaded to move away. This causes even more struggle for those left behind. This will decrease property values, and land values, decreasing the area’s economy, and serenity for decades to come. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please consider my concerns when weighing your decision. These concerns weigh heavily on me daily.
Warm regards
Alan Wiesbrook
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