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Hello Fred & Dave!  I was just wondering, well I know you have a small office but it doesn't seem like much 
posting to docket 35952 has been going on....
We usually check it quite often and understand you might be backlogged, but I just thought I'd see if you could 
check on them.
Thank you!!  Julie

From: Alfred.Forstall@stb.dot.gov [mailto:Alfred.Forstall@stb.dot.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2016 1:15 PM
To: sunsettravel@sbcglobal.net
Subject:

Ms. Kokos:

Earlier on the phone, you asked how is it that the process for the environmental assessment starts before the 
parties have even filed an application.  The primary reason for this is the time it takes to complete the 
environmental assessment, which is sometimes measured in years.  Because the process can be lengthy, more 
often than not the environmental review will be started before the application is filed.  

Do not hesitate to let me know if further questions arise.

Sincerely,  

Fred Forstall
U.S. Surface Transportation Board, Rail Customer and Public Assistance Program
395 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20423
202-245-0241 alfred.forstall@stb.dot.gov

Opinions expressed by employees of the Rail Customer & Public Assistance Program (RCPA) of the Surface Transportation Board are theirs alone, 
and do not represent opinions of, or by, the Board or its Commissioners or Directors.  Formal opinions of the Board may only be obtained via a 
formal proceeding.  Positions taken by RCPA employees might not be followed by the Board should a formal  proceeding be initiated; and spoken or 
written comments may be withdrawn by the Board at its discretion.  All matters discussed with RCPA employees are confidential and subject to the 
same confidentiality  provisions as administrative dispute resolutions pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1109.3 and 5 U.S.C. 574.  Except as specifically set forth 
in 5 U.S.C. 574, neither RCPA employees nor the parties to an informal matter before the RCPA shall disclose any informal dispute resolution 

communication. 
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