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I am writing you concerning the proposed Great Lakes Basin Rail Line.  As a land owner and citizen, I am concerned not only of the proposed route but also of the need for this rail line.  Mr. Patton has stated that the rail only needs a 200 ft. right of way consuming only a few acres.  He does not take into consideration the loss of prime farm ground to borrow pits and flyovers or the loss of crop production to improper drainage that will be disrupted.  This will be permanent damage to some of the most productive farmland in our country.  This lost crop production could devastate not just our area or country but the world in years to come.
My wife & I personally own a 5 acre piece of property where I am able to work on farm tractors as a business out of my shop.  There is also a ¾ acre pond stocked with fish and our retirement home, all which would be wiped out due to the interchange that is sited on the map for the rail line.  We have invested much money and hard work to develop this property into a place of enjoying the peace and quiet of simple country living with our children and grandchildren.  Even if the proposed rail line is moved to avoid our property, the noise pollution would make it unbearable to enjoy and unsellable.  In the event we had to move to a retirement community, we would be left with a worthless piece of property.  Who would buy a piece of property with noisy, smoking trains only a few feet away?
I beg of you to take this in consideration the devastation the rail line will cause.  All for the personal gain of GLB, a private company.  I hope you don’t forget the personal loss to hundreds of hard working, tax paying Americans.  Thank you for your considerations.

							Brett Hillman
