September 30, 2008
Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball, 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed CN take –over of the EJ&E.  This is a proposal that is entirely unacceptable to the town of Barrington, surrounding communities, myself and my family.  CN, a foreign company, is trying to dictate what we, as Americans, can do in our country and that is against everything our constitution stands for.
I am concerned on many levels.  All of which are of high importance to me. 

First, I am concerned with what this take-over will do to our Fire, Police, Emergency First Responders, EMT’s, Schools and Traffic in general.  Our school buses, carrying children from kindergarten to high school, cross these tracks NO LESS than 800 times daily.  The number of children walking along and over these tracks is huge!  Any increase in train traffic will change and or disrupt the education of these children on a daily basis.  Our emergency services are located on one side of the track and the hospital on the other.  CN will not incur the cost of mitigating this issue at all.  This is a real life and death situation.  There are examples (in Canada where their safety record is the worst ever) where CN’s ignoring the call for help from first responders resulted in the death of an accident victim.  That should not be allowed to happen here in our wonderful country.   The proposed two mile train will block any route.  They estimate it is 10 minutes to clear.  Enough to get help.  HOWEVER they do not take into consider the other track’s use or if the train is stopped for what ever reason….hit a pedestrian, automobile, derailed a car or just a signal light.   The wait will be well over 10 minutes.  

Secondly, our only source of water is the aquifers.  We do not connect to Lake Michigan.  This is not an option for Barrington.  The reality of a hazardous spill is there.  Harvard, Il just this year had to evacuate their town due to a freight train derailment that carried potential toxic materials.  I am desperately concerned over what will happen to our shallow aquifers if a toxic spill occurs. AGAIN, records reflect CN has one of the worst records for safety in Canada and the US.  This is not a responsible or caring company.  If a spill does occur who will clean it up – not CN – they have indicated that they will only put so much money in mitigation and that will not cover 1 crossing.  Look to Canada and check CN’s record for cleaning up after accidents.  It does not give me any confidence that they will change their behavior and act differently here in the US.  When a spill does occur (and I am not optimistic it won’t) and the high school lies only 600 feet from the track it will be a double disaster.  Once our water supply is tainted or our children harmed there is no going back. 
Third, the amount of money that CN has alluded to (not guaranteed) for mitigation does not even touch the true costs that are associated with their plan.  Barrington or even the surrounding communities are fiscally responsible to their citizens and have constitutions that do not allow for stock piling of money.  CN believes that the communities they will disrupt and interrupt should be responsible for CN’s costs to mitigate.  This is so utterly outrageous. Where do they think this money will come from?  Simple economics state that if CN comes, the tax revenues decrease due to lack of retail sales and home values….people will leave or become wards of the government (welfare) since they cannot afford to foot this bill.  Ultimately they will look to state or federal government to assist.  WHY should it be this way?
Fourth, the answer does not lie in overpasses either. As you know, an over-pass is not just a little dip in the road.  It takes up a great deal of real estate to widen the road going under it.  It will cut off existing entries to two major highways.  People will not be able to get out of their neighborhoods or enter businesses or get to work.  US HIGHWAY 14 is a major thoroughfare from the NW Suburbs to Chicago.  People will find other routes.  When that occurs, those roads will deteriorate, due to the UNFORSEEN increase in use.  Of course those roads will require repair or will require widening or strengthening.  Who will pay for that?  As I see it the tax payers of Illinois.  It is not just the “few” communities affected.  This isn’t just not in my back yard mentality; this touches the whole state of Illinois.

Overpasses will destroy entire neighborhoods of homes and apartments.  It will destroy a new shopping district on Route 59.  It will destroy businesses in town that have been there for many years.  This town was built before the railroad was here and we worked our way around it years ago but that is not a possibility now.  Barrington has the most crossing of any of the towns impacted.  The relationship with the existing trains is working.  However, adding something of this magnitude will in short time wipe our town of Barrington from the map.  Our tax base would fall off the charts.  Our homes will lose substantial value as no one will want to be subjected to the traffic and noise of living here especially without a town to shop in.  It will affect the proposed Star Line.  With CN’s record of trying to co-ordinate with all of these trains we are looking at certain disaster.  They have used the “We will coordinate with the existing train companies” line and in every record I have read this coordination has not happened.  

Finally, their tactics at circumventing our laws and regulations is appalling.  We would not allow an American company to “speed up” and ignore the processes.  We hold them accountable.  One must question why are they advertising for no apparent reason about the “goods” they transport?  There is no reason for the advertisements and public relations campaign other than to seduce the American public into believing that they are good, a necessity to their lives.  They are not selling anything.  While not subliminal in the legal sense, it is does play on the psyche of those who are not tuned into this issue that freight is your friend and exudes a positive image.  Why do they feel a need to this?  Because the opposite is true.  Worst safety record in Canada, non cooperative with other train lines, no guarantee to mitigate the damages, no money to rebuild the destroyed infrastructure, it is no wonder they need a PR firm to help with their image.   
Please listen to our pleas for thoughtful consideration of the American Citizens.  You must deny this transaction in its entirety.  Our lives and livelihoods are in your hands.
Sincerely,

Helen Schiewe
225 Elm Road

Barrington, Il
