El-24651

How Do I Submit Comments?

* Written Comments: Complete and submit this form at a public meeting, or mail your comments to the Surface
Transportation Board's address at the bottom of this page.

* Recorded Comments: Provide your comments to a court reporter at a public meeting.

¢ Electronic Comments: Submit electronic comments by visiting the Surface Transportation Board's website,
www.sth.dot.gov, and clicking on the “E-Filing" link and then clicking on “Environmental Comments.”

Please refer to Docket No. FD 35952 in all correspondence addressed to the Surface
Transportation Board. Th mment deadljne is May18, 20186.
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Deb and Greg
Smoker stand in
front of the barn
on their farm

on t.5. 30 in
Wanatah. Their
barn is a winner
of The Top 10
Bicentennial
Barns contest.

DAN SHELTON, THE
TIMES
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at center of thriving family farm

| MARCIA SWEET The barn, less than a mile Jake, james and Melissa, grew up

Times Correspondent from the intersection of U.S. 30 in the shadow of the famous barn,

WANATAH — Who knew the afidUS 321,15 a massive, two- Their animals, which won county

of a barn could have so many ~Stoty, “white  structure with a  and state fair competitions, lived
twists? forest-green shingled roof and there.

uilt in 1938 when U.S. 30 was —Tratching green Toundation. A  For 16 years, those children

just a small réad cuthin on| white fence encloses the barn, planted and sold pumpkins to pay

.mnrﬁ%m protectin three horses that their way through college. Over

monplace, the Smokerbarnisnow ljve the the years, the brothers have re-

' one of LaPorte County's centr: turned to work the land they love.
Tandmarks. . i ing Melissa is completing her studies

Owners of the property asked {ml_‘_nwmm at Purdue University.

- a young farmer named Dwight ] and d~'In what other i
Smoker to help design and build a { laridffiark the truly Iove. you ta gbut thee
barn, In 1943, that same manpur- '} G [SYO On Ih hing beautitull Joe

, Yigsed the farm and mscrlﬁeg his [a_pumnsa." said Deb Smoker, who Smoker said. “It may not be per-
«atke on the barn, " [ manages the farm’s finances and _fect, butit is beauﬂ'f{]. It mi; l% be

ays after great-grandson Ja-/ helps where needed. “Our famit hard at times. Sixteén-hour days,

E£_Y‘Iak7§mm:ﬂaﬂ' chooses to work his land. Tt’s our "BUF at the end of the day, you can

the interior of the Smoker Barn / calling to till the land and care for _Took outthewindorw

in 2014, a tornado obliterated the = ght 67 that land
larger barn standing just yards™ The operation stretches OV e Smoker, who spent five
away, leaving the Smoker Barn__1,400 acres, Tn addition to gro ears working in Chijcago, now

untouched. ing various types of corn, cucum- ves with his wife, Ji in a home.
t

That_same bui]din% is being bers, squash, grain sorghum and "on the farm. i
célebrated as one of the Top 10 hay, the farm has more than 1,000 backbecause they wanted ise
Bicentennial Barns in Indiana. It heads of dairy beef. Wm%ﬁﬁ
isalsointhe spotlight bécausethe  Greg Smoker, Deb’s husband, ~daughter ~ the first of the fifth
?ggggmu't sits on is the featured gféw up on Smoker Farm and re- generation — is expected to ar-
“farm for the 2016 Row Crop Ag “turnedafter graduating fom Pur- gffomPur- rive July 5.
Tour and Barbecue” The Smoker Tfue University to help his father, “It was important to us that she_
family will be hosting tours of the Jim. She became a teacher, but grow up here Jake Smoker said.
facility as part of the July 28 event. “éventually left the classroom for d one day she is going to join
“It's amazing” Jake Smoker farm and family. 4-H and keep her horse right in
said. “It’s hard to believe? Their four c@ gp, Joseph, there”




Oregon train derailment -s%s oil, spargs f%e

GILLIAN FLACCUS No injuries have been re- "f ﬁ,_——-';—:—.:ﬂ'trmn asit passed by the to‘@nﬂmzzmm_m
Associated Press ed. “You coﬁﬁm through when he heard atremendots—3cted quickly to the acciden
PORTLAND, Ore. — bout 200 students were“the ground, If was more of noise. and called it a reminder o
train towing cars full of oi cuated from an elemen- a feell;_n' than a noise” he  “All of a sudden, I heard “#Whyo 0 .
deralled Fridayn Oregon's fary andniddle schoolnear “told The Associated bress ‘BMW yral,
_%@Q——CBIM the scene, as smoke billowed from the "dominoes. he said. “Moving oil by rail con-
otge, sparking a fire that ™ Interstate 84 was closed _tapkers.

He, too, drove to the stantly pufs our commu-
sent a plume of black smoke for a 23-mile stretch be- ~ Bleakley saidhe went out- Beid

ge overpagss 1o look "nifies and enviro
-highintothe skyandleadipg tween The Dalles and side, saw the smoke and got "down and s e cars_I'EE,”ﬁa']'5:’'efnl\i-ﬁrggc{]_j?;j

vacuations. Mosier and the radjus for_ inhistruck and drove aboutmmmtomey at the Center
,—mmwi ~gvacuationswasahalf-mile” 2,000 feet to a bridge that started inone of the carsand . for Biological Diversity ir
_gfcg_n_d_mnn_nﬁr_mg_tgm U_Mjﬁ;@g_tgm crosses theraﬂroadtracks.w Eugene, Oregon.
E,M%S_i_g._ahnut_m_mﬂu

Tﬂl&}gmum«,_m@ There, he said he A3w  “The train wasn't going  Matt Lehner, a spokes-
east of Portlapd. It involved. Y67 the railroad didn't ret t “accordioned”

very fast. It would have been man from the Federal Rail-
gight cars filled with oil, and _calls. -across the tracks. worse if it had been faster” road Administration, said
one was burning, said Ken~ Silas Bleakley was work-  Another witness,

Brian said Shurton, who runs a a team of investigators was
was driving in windsurfing business in headed to the scene from
Mosier and watching the nearby Hood River, Vancouver, Washington.

Armstrong, state Forestry ing at his restaurant in Shurton,
Department spokesman. Mosier when the train de-





