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June 10, 2016



Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington DC, 20423

Re: Great Lakes Basin Railroad (GLBRR) Letter of Support


Dear Review Team:

This letter serves as the Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s (RMAP) support for the Great Lakes Basin Railroad (GLBRR) concept.  The Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning supports the view that the route in Winnebago County needs to move closer to the Chicago Rockford International Airport and offer closer proximity to the Airport’s Global Trade Park before it terminates at the CN Railway.

We look forward to better understanding the technical feasibility and impact this project would have on our region.  As discussed over the telephone with Dave Navecky, we would like to offer input, as the Surface Transportation Board formulates the draft Environmental Impact Statement, at any level where collaborative planning and data gathering would be welcome.  We are particularly interested in discussing adjustments to the proposed route that garner the largest cross-section of public support.  We believe the final route needs to take into account the many interests that benefit from and can be affected by a project of this scale.

RMAP is the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Rockford region.  RMAP is empowered and governed by a Cooperative Agreement that was developed and adopted by the Cities of Rockford, Loves Park, and Belvidere; the Counties of Winnebago and Boone; the Village of Machesney Park; the Rockford Mass Transit District; and the State of Illinois acting through the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). RMAP staff collaborates with these entities and other organizational bodies on regional transportation planning efforts and issues that impact governmental activities, residents, and the movement of commerce.

Several planning documents completed by RMAP and its partner organizations show that development of freight rail infrastructure has been a long-term regional priority. RMAP’s federally required Long-Range Transportation Plan highlighted freight rail needs, and specifically cited the GLBRR as an opportunity to meet those needs; strengthening the 










region’s status as a growing logistics and freight industry center.  As so, we agree with the project concept, but do not have enough information from GLBRR to fully understand how the current route will affect the existing transportation, agricultural land use, and environmental asset-mapping plans for the region.

The Rockford region is home to a wide array of legacy freight rail infrastructure, much of which dates to the beginning of the 20th Century. Due to the age and dispersed nature of rail facilities, the current system is inefficient and provides limited freight rail service for local companies and shippers. Most rail activity in the region is through-traffic which does not originate or terminate here.  Some pieces of rail infrastructure are in poor shape and barely meet minimum requirements.  One benefit of the GLBRR concept is that traffic would now be serviced by modern infrastructure that bypasses downtown Rockford.  A GLBRR bypass around Rockford would allow for more traffic, easier shipment transfers, increased safety, increased economic development opportunities, reduced emissions, and alleviation of congestion.  This would allow for urban rejuvenation in and around the current railyard site and obsolete rail lines, including a full South Main Street (Illinois Route 2) corridor improvement.

Finally, the GLBRR would address key economic development needs of the region. The 2016-20 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the Northern Illinois Region, which was created in partnership with the U.S. Economic Development Administration, noted the region lacked rail-served industrial parks and the freight rail infrastructure needed to attract larger manufacturing facilities. The GLBRR can assist in those needs, and in particular foster growth of the region’s Advanced Manufacturing, Food Processing, and Logistics clusters. The GLBRR would also support cargo growth at Chicago Rockford International Airport, which is the 28th largest cargo airport in the country. The GLBRR would also create a needed connection between the region and the Union Pacific Global III Intermodal Facility in Rochelle, Illinois.

Ultimately, the Great Lakes Basin Railroad project will fulfill many of the regional objectives of the Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning and the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy. The GLBRR concept will position our region to meet the future freight demands in the Midwest and foster job growth and business investment.



Sincerely,


__________________________________

Michael Dunn Jr.
Executive Director
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