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| ESTER LANDRUM, VICE-PRESIDENT DuAaNE WIEMERS
ALYNE FITZGERALD, SECRETARY GREG NINEDORF

MORRIS BAXTER. TREASURER

March 17, 2017

Diana Wood

Office of Environmental Analysis

United States Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20423

Subject: Comments on Draft Cultural Resources Report by HDR on Southwest Gulf Railroad
Right-of-Way, STB FD 34284

Dear Ms. Wood:

As president of the Medina County Environmental Action Association, Inc. (MCEAA]) | wish to
submit the following comments on behalf of this organization. This report verifies what
numerous reliable investigators listed in HDR's Part 6 Reference Section — that Quihi, New
Fountain, and Upper Quihi locations contain unique, fragile, irreplaceable, historical, cultural
features. These features have been recognized as being eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places, by at least 2 criteria, Aand C according to D. Cassedy.

It is noted that HDR report states that at least four historic buildings are ‘adversely affected’ by
the currently proximity of the rail line and its recent location. In addition, another structure,
HDR-AR1, which is possibly eligible for NRHP, lies just outside of the historic district and is
depicted as planned to be destroyed by the rail loop and quarry plant site. Loss of these
structures would cause the loss or seriously affect Upper Quihi’ eligibility.

Signatory parties of the Programmatic Agreement are reminded that SGR has had over 17 years
to get its rail spur located. Largely through MCEAA’s efforts, there have been 4 route
relocations and now at this late date SGR persists in wanting to destroy and important part of
Texas history by dividing Upper Quihi District in half: even though as early as year 2000 they
were advised to ‘Don’t Mess With Quihi’ by MCEAA. As proof of MCEAA’s concern, MCEAA was



instrumental in uniting people of Quihi to protect our cultural history by several means,
including the forming of a deed restriction covenant forbidding the construction on 9,622 acres
of land around Quihi, Upper Quihi, and New Fountain. MCEAA members, with the assistance of
a nationally known archeologist, Dr. Tom Hester, University of Texas at Austin Professor
Emeritus, formed the Quihi and New Fountain Historical Society to further preserve this area’s
cuftural history. MCEAA was also able in 2006 to have Quihi listed as one of Texas’ most
endangered sites, by the proposed quarry and rail line project. Importantly, three
Environmental Impact Studies containing 91 mitigation measures, were largely the result of
over 400 letters to the STB by MCEAA members. These efforts were made primarily because
the people of Quihi were aware of Quihi’s special history and wanted to preserve and protect it
from certain destruction by a railroad. Settlements of Quihi and New Fountain, founded in the
1840's by Henri Castro and subsequently Upper Quihi which was settled soon after as more
people came to this area of Medina County. It represents a part of Texas history and culture
that is worthy of preservation to newcomers to the state of Texas. Today’s children have a right
to know what has transpired here. If the current route as proposed is allowed, an important
part of Texas” history will be lost forever.

The destruction of Upper Quihi does not need to happen. Another realignment should be found
for the SGR rail spur, or the proposed rail spur should be abandoned. However, if the SGR rail
spur is to be built, Upper Quihi Historic District must be avoided by utilizing the so-called
MCEAA Medina Dam with some minor deviations. This route was patterned after the
Galveston, Harrisburg, & San Antonio RR was used to build Medina Lake dam in 1912. This
MCEAA Medina Dam Route has already been noted to be preferable in SDEIS Vol I, by
Preservation Central, Inc., pages 30 and 78: “To minimize or avoid adverse impacts to the Upper
Quihi Rural Historic District the MCEAA Medina Dam Route Alternative would be preferable.”

For example, this route beginning at the Union Pacific Rail line at Highway 90, proceeding north
easterly crossing CR 4643 approximately one-fourth mile NE of Hwy 90, proceeding on level
ground along the eastern border of the Castroville West Subdivision, crossing CR 4516 at its
intersection with CR 461 ROW. This would go between the pivot irrigation systems in the
Weiblen Farm. Then proceeding north crossing FM 2676 one-half mile east of CR 265,
continuing north one-third mile, then turning west, crossing CR 265 proceeding west {north of
CR 354) and entering the proposed quarry site from the east, above the northern boundary of
Upper Quihi. This route would avoid cutting Upper Quihi in half and avoid destroying its cultural
resources. This route has other advantages, to name a few. Construction would be on more flat
land than the proposed route. It would cross all county roads and state roads at safer locations,
and with greater visibility for traffic. Even though this route is somewhat longer than at present,
it would cost less to construct because it has less cut and fill and would have less extensive
drainage features to construct,. If the current route is built it would result not only in destroying
Quihi’s unique cultural history, much to the dismay of people in Medina County, who have
worked so hard to protect Upper Quihi. MCEAA predicts SGR will find that during the 50-year



life of the railroad, it was not only costlier to build as now planned but to aiso maintain due to
its location.

In conclusion, when the STB granted an ‘exemption’ to build a rail spur it was done largely
because SWGR stated “it was needed to supply crushed limestone to the Houston and
Galveston area”. Since that time, Martin Marietta, the largest aggregate producer in the state
of Texas, purchased thousands of acres of land NE of D’Hanis, built a rail spur connected to this
same Union Pacific rail line, developed a quarry and is now producing and shipping several
hundred railroad cars weekly to supply this market — without STB’s assistance or SGR
condemnation of private land. Therefore, the question arises: Is SGR’s rail spur really necessary
at the expense of destruction of Upper Quihi’ unique cultural history?

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this Section 106 process.

Respectfully,

ﬁ/m’/?W

Dr. Robert Fitzgerald, President
Medina County Environmental Action Association, Inc

cC: Texas Historical Commission
Bill Martin SHPO
P O Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711

John M.Fowler

Executive Director ACHP

401 F Streeet NW Suite 308
Washington DC 20001
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Alyne Fitzgerald
166 PR 4664 Castroville, TX 78009
March 20, 2017

Ms. Diana Wood

Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20423

Re: Southwest Gulif Railroad FD 34284
HDR Draft dated February 2017

Dear Ms. Wood:

Thank you for your continued efforts to secure the place in Texas' history known as the Upper Quihi
Rural Historic District, the Quihi Rural Historic District, and the New Fountain Rural Historic District, as
deemed eligible for registration in the Keepers Register,

Other experts have seen the tremendous value of saving the historic Quihi area. In year 2006,
Preservation Texas placed Quihi on its Most Endangered List of historic sites, and did so because of the
threat of this proposed project. (Brochure enclosed.} | would guess that the areas evidencing early Texas
history are rapidly being lost and that there aren’t many other areas in Texas having the rich historic
cultural and archeological landscape that have survived the progression of time as this area has.

The Upper Quihi Rural Historic District is part of an area covering over 36-square miles of groups of
closely related families. in the 1840’s their ancestors began settling in what was then the Texas frontier.
Several archaeologists and historians said they were ‘blown away’ (as some of them have expressed it)
when they first experience a visit to this historic Quihi area. Several say they cannot believe the
abundance of evidence of the historic cultural landscape still in place that so well represents this
important era in the history of the early settlement of Texas.

| am submitting information about a few aspects of the proposed project.

Quihi and Upper Quihi Family Histories

The Balzen family was one of the pioneer families coming to Quihi. Enclosed is a study conducted by
Richard Balzen in the 1970's which he distributed to his family members at a family reunion. His map
depicts the settlement and location of homes and other features of the area from New Fountain in the
west to Rio Medina in the east. He also gave a history of the family origins which is enclosed. This is only
one of the many family histories that have been and continue to be written by members of other area
families. Copies of some of these written works have been donated to Jocal libraries and can be found
there. The families in the Quihi and New Fountain area continue to show an interest not only in their
genealogy but the landscape of their settlement. What is defined in today’s studies as the Upper Quihi
Rural Historic District, the Quihi Rural Historic District, and the New Fountain Rural Historic District are
as one in Mr. Baizen’s study. What affects one part of the area affects all of the area. The families of
those times are today still united in culture and customs. (Enclosed: Map and History}



General Woll's Road

In 1842, General Adrian Woll led his army through the Quihi area, including present day CR 4516. it was
a rather large force, with cannons and other weaponry, supplies and entourage. He headed east for a
successful surprise attack to retake San Antonio from the Texans, invading from the north side. After
later being defeated by the Texas Rangers at Salado Creek he retreated the same way. loined by many
Mexican residents of San Antonio and prisoners including the noted Sam Maverick, Woll’s army
returned through the Quihi area 11 days later in a hasty retreat to Mexico, shedding various items as
they fled. Logically speaking, some of these items are possibly in the referenced area. The HDR study
made no mention of this event. Enclosed is a copy of the diary of that invasion. A Texas Historical
Marker denoting this passage through Quihi is on FM 2676 at CR 4516.

The Rock Wall

There is no explanation for the existence or purpose of the mile-long ‘rock wall’ {41ME172). It is made of
huge stacked boulders and it is said that its origins predate the early settlers. The collection of numerous
boulders which stretches for about a mile, their size, where they came from and how they were placed
there - and why - has never been studied. Little is known about this ‘wall’ and, just as important,
whether it could be part of a larger cultural picture. This study only makes mere mention of this
phenomenon (Page 13, page 17). The fact that this study finds it is not located in close proximity to the
proposed rail spur could be immaterial to 41tME172’s importance. Until more is known about this site,
the effect of the rail line traversing this area cannot be ignored and deserves further archeological
research before encroachment.

The Cherry Creek

The Cherry Creek winds its way back and forth, meandering through the hills east of the settlement of
Quihi, and is in the southern portion of the proposed rail spur site. it provided water and abundant
wildlife to the earliest of inhabitants. According to legend, the springs giving life to these creeks have
never gone dry and their banks were occupied by prehistoric man. During the Spanish mission era of
San Antonio, the San Jose Mission Indians were deeded lands in this area by the government of Spain for
grazing their livestock. The area was known then as Rancho San Lucas. This part of the area history is not
included in the HDR draft. Indeed, between pages 9 and 10 it skips an entire 300-year segment of area
history, between the years 1500 and 1800.

Now, these creeks still supply water for livestock, and is part of the rural culture of the area. This area in
particular has been visited and explored many times over the years by several prominent archeologists
not involved in the process of this proposed project. Those we have talked to are amazed, to say the
least, at the rich archeological landscape of this area, and its artifacts, cenotes and other land features.
Noted is the Cherry Creek’s origins in the hilis located north of CR 4516 and CR 4643 (200 yards from the
rail spur as shown in HDR maps for Parcel 7 and Parcel 8). In times of moderate to heavy rains, the level
of the water in Cherry Creek is so high that it floods several portions of CR 4516 from CR 4643 to the
east all the way to Quihi 2 miles away. The residents there consider this quite the norm and deal with it
appropriately. The ranchers are glad to get their stock tanks full. The Cherry Creek and other unnamed
creeks in the southern end of the proposed rail spur route are crossed at least 4 times. This project likely
will not spare the integrity of these important creeks. Creek crossings are shown in Parcels 3,4,5,6,10,
and 24.



The proposed Vuican Materials Quarry/Southwest Gulf Raitroad spur project has been languishing for
over 17 years — since 1999, with not one spade of dirt turned for its construction, and there is good
reason: This ill-conceived project was never studied before it was mapped out the first time! Only after
it was made public, and the problems pointed out to VMC/SGRR by MCEAA and others, were SOME of
these problems addressed. The route has been changed, relocated, altered and modified over 4 times,
and looks nothing like the plan originally presented in year 2000. Some of the modifications made were
not even studied before being accepted, such as the Weiblen Madification, which affects so many
features already mentioned. {Shown in HDR map for Parcels 3,4,5,6,7,8.)

Perhaps the most damning evidence of all that should prevent SGR from dividing the UPRHD with their
rail spur is the fact that they intend to industrialize the Quihi area. For years, beginning from the time
Vulcan Materials first contacted the STB (see Nov 26, 2002 EI-10: VMC to STB. SGR not created yet} up to
February 2016 when VMC/SGR began condemnation proceedings against the landowners for land for
their rail spur in the 38" District Court, VMC/SGR has been advertising on radio, billboards, and
newspapers, that they intend to bring in numerous businesses to locate along their rail spur to ‘promote
economic growth’. SGR has been promising this industrial growth to local Chambers of Commerce,
tions Club, Rotary Club, Medina County government, schoo! boards, etc., and many other organizations.
No, SGR does not intend to go quietly through the area, and their plans are no secret. Please show on
your maps at what places along the SGR spur these other businesses would locate, and determine the
impacts they will have on the Cultural and Historic Landscape of the area.

If this rail spur would be allowed as outlined in HDR's draft, and SGR’s plan, it would be the end of the
UQRHD, and the effects of this damage would quickly extend to the Quihi and the New Fountain Rura!
Historic Districts as well. Ten years ago, March 26, 2007, at a Section 106 Consulting Party meeting in
San Antonio, Lawrence Oaks of the Texas Historical Commission pointed out that restoration and
upkeep of historic buildings are largely funded by donors, and voiced a valid concern that “donors will
be less likely to invest in rehabilitation of cultural structures if a rail line is built”.

The proposed rail spur itself will cover a total of nearly 3000 acres and split the Upper Quihi Rural
Historic District in half. It should be obvious that the effects of this proposed rail spur will destroy the
UQRHD aesthetic value. With a mandate to avoid or to minimize or to mitigate, the only possible
solution in this instance is to avoid the area. If SGR cannot avoid the Upper Quihi Rural Historic District
and the other historic districts, the only answer is to abandon the project.

I hope these comments are helpful, and I thank you for the opportunity you have given to express them.
They cover only a part of this draft. With only 25 days to read and digest this material, | could not find it
possible to do much more. | have focused on some of the features of the landscape closest to the
proposed project, and not on those features located in other parts of this historic area. It might be
difficult to visualize this situation without an on-site visit. We cordially invite any and all representatives
from THC, ACHP, and STB’s OEA who are making decisions on this to visit the area personalily and see
this project area on the ground in its historical context. There are many of us here who would be
delighted to share this with you. This matter is too important to leave these issues not fully explored.



Respectfully,
A
) 4,%.///4;@,#

Alyne Fitzgerald, Secretary and Past President of MCEAA,
Past President of Quihi and New Fountain Historical Society

Enclosed: Preservation Texas Brochure
Balzen Family History and Area Map
Diary of General Woll

cC Texas Historical Commission
Bill Martin SHPO
P OBox 12276
Austin, TX 78711

Joh M. Fowler Executive Director ACHP
401 F Street NW Suite 30€
Washington, DC 20001

Note:

Enclosed is the English transiation of the 1842 diary written by General Woll's quartermaster of the last
major incursion of Mexico into Texas, after Texas won the war for Independence in 1836. The original
Spanish document is in the archives in Mexico, and the English transiation was part of a thesis written by
a college student in 1952. This 19-day diary begins with the crossing of the Rio Grande River and ends
with the capture of San Antonio on September 11, 1842. General Woll's army and its many components
was so large it took the first 7 days to cross the Rio Grande River. Page 9 of the diary states that the
Quihi {Cuije) area was crossed on the 9" day of September.

I would like to claim credit for collecting the items | am sending copies of, but | cannot. Beginning over
14 years ago, when hearing about the proposed quarry and rail spur, people started bringing things in to
use from their own collections. Unsolicited, there came papers from files, public archives, old boxes,
attic trunks - and even from a trash heap. Attorneys, teachers, surveyors, historians, archeologists and
many different people came with their treasures, but they had one thing in common: they realized what
was at stake. A few of these people were elderly and have passed on since, but it is in their honor and
with gratitude to them and those donors still here, that | can include a few of their items. Families of
Quihi and New Fountain deeply care, and continue to seek assistance to save their communities.






Dr. Dennis R. Skalka March 17, 2017
3122 CR 265
Mico, TX.78056-5004

Ms. Diana Wood

OEA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington DC 20923

Dear Ms, Wood,

My wife Margaret and [ have been charter members of the MCEAA
since its inception in 2001. We have lived along County Road 265 since
my retirement from the USAF in 1995. Since that time, we have seen a
move by aggregate companies to destroy the edge of the hill country.

Not only do they threaten the habitat of an endangered species (Golden
Cheeked warbler). Our property has professionally documented the
residence of this rare species which exists ONLY in a small area of the
hill country. There is also evidence of many historical Indian sites
dating to when this area was first inhabited and which will be lost to
future generations.

Also impacted by this encroachment are naturally occurring sink holes
that replenish the ground water and impact the aquifer. Establishing an
elevated rail line will create diversions of runoff is some areas.

Further realignment and avoiding the historic areas by the proposed
SGR rail spur must be done, or even abandoning the project. This
project by SGR must be abandoned to prevent the loss of the Quihi and
New Fountain Historic Districts and archeological areas, and to preserve
an irreplaceable part of Texas history.



Dr. Dennis R. Skalka March 17, 2017
3122 CR 265
Mico, TX.78056-5004

Ms. Diana Wood

OEA

Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington DC 20923

Dear Ms. Wood,

My wife Margaret and I have been charter members of the MCEAA
since its inception in 2001. We have lived along County Road 265 since
my retirement from the USAF in 1995. Since that time, we have seen a
move by aggregate companies to destroy the edge of the hill country.

Not only do they threaten the habitat of an endangered species (Golden
Cheeked warbler). Our property has professionally documented the
residence of this rare species which exists ONLY in a small area of the
hill country. There is also evidence of many historical Indian sites
dating to when this area was first inhabited and which will be lost to
future generations.

Also impacted by this encroachment are naturally occurring sink holes
that replenish the ground water and impact the aquifer. Establishing an
elevated rail line will create diversions of runoff is some areas.

Further realignment and avoiding the historic areas by the proposed
SGR rail spur must be done, or even abandoning the project. This
project by SGR must be abandoned to prevent the loss of the Quihi and
New Fountain Historic Districts and archeological areas, and to preserve
an irreplaceable part of Texas history.



March 7. 2017

Diana Wood.

Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re; Draft Culural Resources Report on Southwest Gulf Railroad Right-0f-Way
STB Finance Docket No. 34284

Dear Ms. Wood:

As Past-President of the Quihi & New Fountain Historical Society, 1 feel it is imperative that [
write about the Historical value of the Quihi area of Medina County and the Great State of Texas.
All of upper Quihi and Lower Quihi was inhabiled by indigenous people for several thousand
years. They found this unique area a paradise due to the abundance of good water and game. Their
presence is verified by the unbelievable abundance of artifacts that can be found everywherc.

More than threc hundred ycars ago, this was a direct route of Spanish explorers who described the
landscape and the names the indigenous people had given to the plants, streams and wildlife. Later
Mexican armed forces invaded Texas. In 1842, the Northern Mexican Army under the command
of General Adrian Woll, built a road that extended from the Presidio San Juan Baptiste to San
Antonio passing through Quihi. The road was later used by settlers moving west, ox drawn freight
wagons and the U.S. Army during the Mexican American War in 1846.

After the Texas Revolution, this area was settled by Europeans. Their struggles to survive arc
verified in their journals. Their old rock homes, many of which are still standing. also verify this.

The proposed Southwest Gulf Railroad will destroy a great portion of this history. Much of histor)
will be shoved asidc or completely covered forever. There arc historically valuable areas all over
Texas. but this is a prime examplc of one of the best. This is absolutely the worst spot that could
have been picked for a railroad spur.

The Conclusion and Recommendations Summary does justice to all the rescarch and surveys that
were required. This is no doubt that there will be adverse effects from a railroad. We just cannot
keep losing our history .-

Thank you for allowing me to express my opinion and feelings. You can rest assured that there
are many other people in the Quihi area that feel the same as 1. but will sit silent.

Sincerely,
Lvn Scott Conrad

6522 Thunderbird Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78240



Ms. Diana Wood 14 March 2017
Office of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street,SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Surface Transportation Board, Southwest Gulf Railroad, FD 34284 -

We are honored by our opportunity to express our views in support and to
back and preserve the heritage area of Quihi. It is our obligation and duty to write
this letter to reply to HDR’s draft of the SGR company construction of a proposed
single-track railroad in Medina County to a large quarry in upper Quihi. We are
members of MCEAA and consultants.

Currently we reside at CR 354, Hondo, TX, only some % mile south of
the rail loading loop and the current rail alignment and direct effects
ADE boundary. My home and property is within the upper Quihi Historic
district. Our farm at the above location has been awarded a certificate by
the state of Texas for continuous ownership and operation as a family
since 1881. Joyce’s brother has a similar award on his adjoining property.
Joyce’s family records confirmed ancestors arrived in Texas in 1852 and1856
and then seftled in Quihi area.

It is difficult for local area residents to understand and differentiate the many
kinds of effects that this SGR can cause. We must acknowledge that this rail-
road proposal was staried in 1999-2000. Local residents have made steps to avoid
rail lines on their property by adding covenants in 2001 for protection.

Local residents do know that a railroad plus a Martin Martetta quarry was installed in
this county and in operation in about five years with little or no major objection; while
this SGR is still under study for eighteen years with alterations, changes, and unknowns.

There are several findings in the HDR study that the railroad would destroy much
of the aesthetic value of upper Quihi area and resulting unacceptable for national
historic site registration. The 18 years plus waiting period on the planning and
construction has had adverse effects. Many structures were neglected and other plans and
dreams were cancelled on this long wait. Sudden distress sales and lost value of property
has prevailed. Some local residents felt rough and aggressive treatment during this wait.

Inherent joys such as upper Quihi area are often lost. Good stewardship to our cultural
heritage is paramount. The only action to save this histerical district is for the rail line to
avoid it or abandon the project. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the HDR
draft.



cc: Texas Historical Commission
Bill Martin SHPO
P. 0. Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711

cc. John M. Fowler, Exec. Director, ACHP
1100 Pennsylvania Ave NW, suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

o=l
Mmd Joyce M. Landrum

776 CR 354
Hondo, TX 78861




Washington, DC 2004

|-
fféfax Mo

““Eester Patrick Landrum
P. O. Box 1059
Hondo, TX 78861



March 12, 2017

Diana Wood

Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E. Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Cultural Resources Report on
Southwest Gulf Railroad Right-0Of-Way
STB Finance Docket No. 34284

Dear Ms. Wood:

I recently attended a meeting of the MCEAA (Medina County
Environmental Action Association) group, of which I am a member,
to become more informed about the latest plan of the Southwest
Gulf Railroad Right-of-Way. I was shocked thatthe plan would
take the railroad right over the most cherished cultural and
historical area in Quihi.

It has Eeen shown that if the railroad loop were located in
a farther Brea that the historical and cultural area now
suggested would not be destroyed.

I do hope that this suggestion will be considered.

Sincerely, .

YO.TIH e O o/
Ruth M. Davis

5885 FM 2676
Hondo, TX 78861

cc: Texas Historical Commission,
Bill Martin SHPO,
PO Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711

cc: John M. Fowler,
Executive Director, ACHP
1100 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Suite B03
Washington, DC 20004



March 9, 2017

Respectfully Submitted To :

Ms. Diana Wood

Office of Environmenta Anaysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW  room 1110
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

In 1976 a novel was written that inspired an
historical, cultural sensation. The novel, ROOTS ,
touched our hearts and souls no matter which ship
brought our courageous , pioneering ancestors to
America .

It is not just sad, but tragic , that we have let some of
our ancestors' history , stories , heritages , and pride

be tossed aside for the wealthy gains of a few .

Thank you Mr. Alex Haley for reminding us that OUR
ROOTS have built OUR America. Also to preserve

what few treasures we descendants have to pass on to



future generations .

You have the power and privilege of salvaging one of
these historical places. Upper Quihi in Medina
County , Texas is in the path of a proposed railroad

which will haul rocks from a quarry .
THE HISTORY OF THOUSANDS DESTROYED FOR
THE WEALTH OF A FEW and you can stop it .

To destroy any property, land, homes and artifacts
would be like digging up the graves of all of those

people and throwing their bones to the coyotes .

My own family homestead, built in 1845 , is still
standing and I, as well as other family members, still
live in the area . Please use your power to stop SGR

and save Upper Quihi .

Frank Anton Fournier I11
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Ms. Diana Wood 14 March 2017
Office of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street,SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Surface Transportation Board, Southwest Gulf Railroad, FD 34284

We are honored by our opportunity to express our views in support and to
back and preserve the heritage area of Quihi. It is our obligation and duty to writc
this letter to reply to HDR’s draft of the SGR company construction of a proposed
single-track railroad in Medina County to a large quarry in upper Quihi. We are
members of MCEAA and consultants.

Currently we reside at CR 354, Hondo, TX, only some % mile south of
the rail loading loop and the current rail alignment and direct effects
ADE boundary. My home and property is within the upper Quihi Historic
district. Our farm at the above location has been awarded a certificate by
the state of Texas for continuous ownership and operation as a family
since 1881. Joyce’s brother has a similar award on his adjoining property.
Joyce’s family records confirmed ancestors arrived in Texas in 1852 and 1856
and then settled in Quihi area.

It is difficult for local area residents to understand and differentiate the many
kinds of effects that this SGR can cause. We must acknowledge that this rail-
road proposal was started in 1999-2000. Local residents have made steps to avoid
rail lines on their property by adding covenants in 2001 for protection.

Local residents do know that a railroad plus a Martin Marietta quarry was installed in
this county and in operation in about five years with little or no major objection; while
this SGR is still under study for eighteen years with alterations, changes, and unknowns.

There are several findings in the HDR study that the railroad would destroy much
of the aesthetic value of upper Quthi area and resulting unacceptable for national
historic site registration. The 18 years plus waiting period on the planning and
construction has had adverse effects. Many structures were neglected and other plans and
dreams were cancelled on this long wait. Sudden distress sales and lost value of property
has prevailed. Some local residents felt rough and aggressive treatment during this wait.

Inherent joys such as upper Quihi area are often lost. Good stewardship to our cultural
heritage is paramount. The only action to save this historical district is for the rail line to
avoid it or abandon the project. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the HDR
draft.



cc: Texas Historical Commission
Bill Martin SHPO
P. O. Box 12276
Austin, TX 78711

cc: John M. Fowler, Exec. Director, ACHP
1100 Pennsylvania Ave NW, suite 803
Washington, DC 20004

F et —

Lester R. and Joyce M. Landrum
776 CR 354

Hondo, TX 78861



March 7. 2017

Diana Wood

Oftice of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Draft Cultural Resources Report on
Southwest Gulf Railroad Right-0f-Way
STB Finance Docket No. 34284

Dear Ms. Wood:

Recently, [ had the opportunity to read and review the report on the
intensive research and surveys that were required by the STB
regarding the Southwest Gulf Railroad.

[ feel that the research was done in a very thorough manner. it does
point out there is an incredible amount of history in this area. I know
there are many historical sites in the state of Texas, but feel this is
probably one of the most unique areas.

I feel that the proposed railroad would destroy many thousands of
years of history and artifacts. If the proposed route would have been
moved a bit farther west, all this area could have been preserved,
Martin Marietta’s Rail Spur to the west is a prime example of a way
of avoiding such a historically sensitive area.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Conrad

6522 Thunderbird Dr.
San Antonio. TX 78240
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Village of Quihi

Medina County

The village of Quihi lies thirty miles west of San Antonio. Ancient indian tribes named the
area for the Mexican eagle and camped around Quihi Lake because of the abundant
game there. They left campsites with artifacts carbon-dated thousands of years old. In
1846 ten farilies came to Quihi Lake by oxcart from the Indianola seaport and established
farms and homes., Many of the current 200 residents in this pic-
turesque settlement are descendants of those original settlers.
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Mueller Bridge

La Vernia, Wilson County

The Mueller Bridge is one of two multi-span Warren
polygonal chord bridges in the state. The 252 foot metal
truss bridge with weoden floor was completed in 1915 and
is located in Wilson County, two miles east of La Vernia.
John McAlister bought several hundred acres of farmiand in the early 1850s adjacent
to Cibolo Creek. The natural stream crossing, an old [ndian trail, adjacent to his

property became known as "McAlister Crossing”. Henry Mueller, a blacksmith,
purchased land on the east side in 1906, giving the future bridge its name. Serving
residents for over 70 years, the bridge was closed to traffic in 1988. The abutment on
the northeast end of the bridge is cracked and serigus erosion problems have
developed causing the northeast corner of the embankment to sleugh off leaving the
corner dangling in mid-air. Several holes have developed in the flooring of the bridge.

wmﬁf.'ld Hdﬂﬂdf Fort Stockton, Pecos County

The adobe Winfield Hangar was constructed in 1936 by the Works Progress Administration and Pecos County, Winfield Airport was used as an
auxiliary figld to Gibbs Field during World War Il, a primary training base. State Senator H. L. Winfield was a champion for the creation of Big Bend
National Park. This airport was elite in its time, being the firstin the area. Ittransported people and cargo from Texas to all parts of the country

Quihi is threatened today by noise pollution and the deteriora-
tion to its sense of place because an aggregate company is
planning a 30-year project to mine 200 million tons of crushed
limestone near Quihi. Hundreds of 78,000 pound trucks and a 7-
mile railroad with 400 railcars would travel through the Quihi
area daily, posing sertous risk to the structure and stability of
the buildings.

and was on the old Chihuahua Road. The now vacant adobe Winfield Hangar is threatened due to neglect and darmage from the elements.

Herring
Hotel

Amaritlo, Potter County

The Herring Hotel was one of three oil-
boom era hotels built in the 1920s, and
is now the only one standing. It was
hame to the Oid Tascosa Room where
cattle and oil barons gathered to dis-
cuss business and unwind, It
featured western frescoes painted by
muralist H.D. Bugbee. Only one of the
frescoes is intact after a water main
flooded the basement. The hotel's 14
stories and 600 rooms made it the
largest of the 1920s era hotels. Its
builder, Cornelius Taylor Herring, was
a pioneer cattleman, cilman and
banker. He owned 98,000 acres of the
LS Ranch north of Amarillo. The Hotel
was converted into federal office
space in the early 1970s, but was soon
abandoned. The site is vulnerabie to
vandals and damage from the ele-
ments.

El Paso, El Paso County

Historic Texas Cemeteries

All Texas Counties

Cemeteries are among the most valuable of histeric resources. They are reminders
of various settlement patterns and reveal infarmation about historic events, religion,
lifestyles and genealogy. Unfortunately, histaric cemeteries do not necessarily
remain permanent reminders of our heritage. They are subject to deterioration from
weathering and erosion, uncontrolled vegetation, development pressures, vandalism,

o i theft and neglect. The loss of gravestones, fencing and
other funeral objects has oecurred to some extent in almost
every cemetery in the state, and in places even the loss of
whole cemeteries has been tolerated, sanctioned or gone
unnoticed, The need for a comprehensive approach to
cemetery preservation presents an enormous challenge to
our state and is underscored by the fact that over 90% of
property in Texas is in private ownership.

El Paso and Southwestern Railroad and Freight Depot

This 1903 ltalianate terminal, designad by Daniel H. Burnham and built by the Phelps-Dodge Company,
allowed merchants to load, unload or store freight shipped on the El Paso & Southwestern Railroad.
Not only is this building listed as a local historic landmark for its historical significance, but its nation-
ally known architect designed Washington DC’s Union Station and the El Paso Union Depot. The
windows are covered with piywoud to dlscourage vandalism but the building is threatened by neglect

Wilshire'Village Apartments

Houston, Harris County

The Wilshire Village Apartment complex is the only remaining
development of three original Federal Housing Administration-
insured sites, the largest undertaking of its kind approved by
the FHA in the South. Finished in 1240, the garden apartment
complex had 144 apartments of varying sizes in two-story, fireproof buildings on nine
acres - in the Montrose area. Architect Eugene Werlin created the “modern” look
with brushed aluminum banisters, glass blocks and projecting window bays. After
many ygars, maintenance becane the responsibility of the individual tenants, not the
owner. As a result, not afl apartments are well maintained and the building exteriors
appear derelict. The complex is located in the midst of several historic subdivisions.
In 2005, the property sold to a developer wha announced preliminary plans to erect
two 16-18 stary residential towers on the site. This plan threatens the character of the
adjacent neighbarhoods, and the mature oaks and magnolias that were planted on
the site 65 years ago.




Fastern Star Home

Arlington, . Houston, Harris County
Tarrant County i

This grand facility, built in 1924 at a cost
of $212,000, was constructed to provide

a home for aged and infirmed members
of the Eastern Star in Texas. The charge
to build included a provision to be near

a public school “so children who might

munity known as Germantown just northwest of downtown
Houston, was the beginning of Grota Homestead
Neighborhood. Platted first for residential development in
the 1890s, subsequent plats were added through 1920.
Primarily a working and middle class neighborhood, Grota
Homestead is an integral component of the early 20th cen-
e e i o oy Pt tury suburban develnpment: After World War I! subur‘ban
cated without undue expense.” ; development gent the area into a slpw ecnnoml}:'dscllne
Additions to the building in 1931, 1954 and construction of_l-45/Nnrth Freeway |n'the IQBQS ret.sultet.i in the demolition of
and 1966, provided a new kitchen, an many hpmes, severing thg ared’s c?unnec.thns to historic nmlghl.:orhuud.s to 'Ehe gas_t
enlarged dining room, a new east wing The_nelghhorhood is National Register eligible as a locally significant historic district
and a hospital unit. A local developer butis threa’fened by devalup!'nen.t pressures. The Texas.Department.of )
envisions a 300-room hotel and apart- Transportation’s proposed widening of I-45 on the east side of the neighborhood is
ments at the former retirement center. the threat. The project would displace residents, hamper revitalization efforts and
and Arlington City officials plan to turn a result in the demolition of many significant historic buildings.

large portion of

the 30 acres into

a parking lot for
i the new Dalias
Cowboys” foot-
ball stadium.

John §. Harrison House

Selma, Bexar County

MM,&&C

Neighborhood Protection: Historically and
Architecturally Significant Neighhorhoods of Texas Cities

Neighborhood residents have warked for decades to protect and nurture the slow, incremental revi-
talization of many historic and architecturally significant neighberhoods throughout Texas. Now
some of these places are facing a new threat—a disturbing new pattern of demolition as newcom-
ers move in on their own terms. New owners and developers are demolishing existing homes in these neighborhoods to
make way for the construction of dramatically larger new homes.

Typically measuring 3,000 to 10,000-square feet, these new structures overwhelm neighboring homes and threaten the very
qualities that make historic neighbarhoods attractive in the first place. Character and charm are replaced by boxy new man-
sions. Neighborhood livability is diminished as mature trees, landscaping and backyards are eliminated. Community and
geonomic social diversity is reduced as affordable homes are destroyed. Immediate action is needed to protect the charac-
ter of these historic and architecturally impartant neighborhoods.

(uanah, Acme & Pacific Railroad Depot

Roaring Springs, Motley County

This charming depot, constructed in 1913, was, and still is the focal point of Roaring Springs. It is an exam- =
ple of many good histeric buildings in Texas that suffer from a lack of funds for restoration. After the
railroad abandoned the line, community groups used it as a mesting place and a depository for town and
school memorabilia. The now vacant building needs repairs to keep out the weather that is causing dam-
age to the interior. Supporters are in the process of raising funds and want to see their depot used again;
this time to house the City Hall. They have chosen an architect and have obtained a grant for the project,
but need to raise $300,000 in matching funds to get the grant.
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Grota Homestead, located near the late 19th century com- |

‘The Berry
Brown
 House

Wichita Falls,
Wichita County

In 1892, this two-story Victorian-styls red-
wood house was built. Itis believed to have
been ordered from the Montgomery Ward
catalog. The house got its name from one of
its owners, a well-respected City Alderman
in the late 1940s. The house, a Wichita Falls
Landmark, sits on a lot lined with the original
iron picket fencing. The building is endan-
gered due to neglect, vandalism and
potential arson.

This National Register-eligible, one-story house was built in 1852 with a detailed full porch added in 1905. The
house is located on a 12-acre site along Ciboloe Creek. John Harrison and his wife lived in the house for two
years while John served as the first postmaster for Selma. The house is one of only twe remaining original

structures in Selma. The house is owned by
the City but is currently vacant and threat-
ened by vandalism and further deterioration,

] '—-?‘

Atlanta iller Grade
School

Atlanta, Cass County

The Atlanta Miller Grade Schoel was a Works
Progress Administration project taking 120
days to complete. Hardy Brothers of
Texarkana began construction of the ons-
story, six-room building of locally made brick in
1936. As the community grew, rooms were
added over the years. Between 1975 and 1980,
the Miller Grade School became the Atlanta
Multi-Purpose Center and was put to good use
until 1990. From 1990 to 2000, the school was
used as a storehouse, receiving no mainte-
nance. Water damage and neglect to regular
maintenance threatens this school building.
Many Atlanta Miller Grade School former stu-
dents and supporters have incorporated inte 4
501 ¢ 3 and launched the first phase of alurni
fundraising in cities around Texas, and have
made emergency repairs to prevent additional
water infiltration and damage.
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Resources

Texas Association of Counties
www.county.org

Texas Historical Commission
www the. state.tx.us

Texas Historical Foundation
www.texashf.org

Texas Legislature Online
www.capitol.state.b.us

Texas Society of Architects
www.texasarchitect.org

State Preservation Beard
www. tsph.state.t.us

Texas State Library and Archives
Commission
www. tsl.state.tx.us

Benedits

Statewide Press Conference
Media Releases for Endangered
Sites

Resources for preservation
planning

Exposure at statewide
preservation events

Letters of support for fund raising
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1. El Paso and Southwestern
- Railroad and Freight Depot
El Paso County

2. Winfield Hangar
Pecas County
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3. Herring Hotel
¢ Potter County
4. The Quanah, Acme & Pacific
Railroad Depot
Motley County

5. Village of Quihi
Medina County

6. John S. Harrison House
Bexar County

1. Mueller Bridge
Wilsan County

8. Grota Homestead
Neighborhood
Harris County

9. Wilshire Village Apartments
Harris County

10. The Berry Brown House
Wichita County

-
-

. Eastern Star Home
Tarrant County

12. Historic Texas Cemeteries
All Texas Counties

13. Neighborhood Protection
All Texas Towns and Cities

14. Atlanta Miller Grade School
Cass County

The Program

The purpose of this listing is to save historic structures by building
public awareness, mobhilizing community resources, and finding potential
buyers or investors.

Preservation Texas needs your help in identifying eligible candidates
in your community. A wide range of sites will be considered — commer-
cial and residential structures, public buildings, religious structures,
neighborhoeds, bridges, monuments, ranches and parks. We will accept
applications for the 2007 Most Endangered Places List until Dctober 15,
2006, and the selected properties will be announced in February 2007.
The project can play a vital role in preserving the rich character, identity
and heritage of our communities — but we need your help!

Thank You

The board of directors and staff of Preservation Texas would like to
extend their sincere appreciation to the individuals and organizations
throughout Texas who nominated sites to the 2006 Most Endangered List.
Thank you also to the dedicated volunteers who donated their time and
talent to the selection process for this year’s list. Our members and
volunteers enable our organization to serve as a strong voice for
preservation in Texas.

We also express our appreciation to our partners, the Texas Historical
Commission and the National Trust for Historic Preservation for their
guidance and financial support.

Preservation Texas’ Most Endangered Places Program is
underwritten by generous grants from the Dodge Jones Foundation
and the Texas Historical Commission.
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ROUTE through Texas followed by the first column of the Army,

of the Mexican Republic, commanded by Brigadier General,

Adrian‘Woll, Commander of the 2nd Division, and made by

his quartermaster, Captain of sappers, Colonel Jose Maria

Carrasco,

Year 1842 August the 24th
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Numboer 242 - Moast Excellent Sir: T am romltting to
Your Excollency a diary of the movement s end skotches of the
osncapmonts vhich were made by the Division under my commnand
gince it lert é?residio dg7 Riogrande until the 11lth of the
prosont /month/ when it overpowerod the enomy in thig city.
Both were made under Iy orders by Colonel Jose Maria Carregco,
who, as I haye already mede it knowa to Your Exce]loncy, has
fulfilled the dutioes of quartermester to nry grcateat satisfec-
tion.

God and 1iberty, San Antonio de Bejar, Septembur 12,
1842, Adrian @Woll - Most Excellent Sir The Commander-~ i .
chief, : ! |

ROUTE through Texas followed b by the first column of ths Aruy

of the Mexican Republic, commanded by Brigadd er General,

AR = Sy At e ®

Adr{gg Woll, Commandeq of the 2nq Divis{gg, and made by

CrRam g ecn s iy --.-..-.

his quartermasteor, Captaln of sappers, Colonel Josp Maria

e P

Carrasco,
e
Year 1842 Tho Divigion departed fiom [Presidio doy
August the
24th Rlo Grands towapdg tie Nogal creegsing, The

ground over which it marched iy level, with
woods of mesquite, Liny dales, and & nsrrow
road, The right bank of the vriver ig nizghep
than the 1ars ang 13 bowdersd winh tiny hilig
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The 25th
Day

The 26th
Day

The 27th
Day

To the rear at a distance of four hundred paces,
thore 1s a formation of hills parallel to thoe river
mich higher than the others., The steep bank at
this crossing is almost perpendicular ond consistsg
of loose, sandy dirt, Thelbed of the river is made
up of sand, clay, and thin loose layers of rough
stones. Tho ford ig varlable, from nine to olevon
feel for two-thirds of the way towards the left
bank and thres to nine fect towards the right benk,
The course of the river forms an arch or vefy
1imitod radius and the ourrent flows sharply on the
left side of the crossing. Its breadth is two hun-
dred and fifty varas ang during flood tima measures
threo hundred..

Twenty six dragoons of the Presidilal Regimont
¢rossod in two small cances which vere found at the
crossing, -

The Defenders of Bejar and Rio Grande {ra-

. goons end riflemen) numbering one hurdred and twolve

men, twelve c¢arts with a portion of corm supply, =
squadron consigting or forty-eignt trooﬁers ol ths
Santa Anna Regiment, forty loads of food and rifty
live steers éEfossed_todaz?f '

The smmunition for the artillery and enginéars,

the romainder of the corn supply, two placss of opd.

nance, four pounders with their gun carrlages angd
2



The 20th
Day

The 29th

Day

The 30th
Doy

foot and mounteqd complasment, the second squadron
of' the Santa Anna Reglment, with the same nwnber
of men as the first one, its staff, the remount
reserve and the artlillery train with its men
/crossed today/,

The remainder of the food supply (110 Doxos ),
two hundred and thirteen mule herd, forty-frive
dragoons of the Presidial Reglment end a company
of the Santa Anna Battalion with one hundred
voterans /crossed today/,

Two companios of the saild éﬁanta Anng7 bat~
talion with the sams number of men and fifty pro-
sidial dragoons /[Crossed on thig day/.

Tho lest compauny of the battalion, with its
stand of colors, snd itg music, and the equlipment
of genersl headquarters were ¢rossed, together
with the various Infentry ang cavalry detachmenta,
They took their position in the camp grounds that
lay along a line with its back on the river, The
right was flenlked by the "defenders" and the left

5 )
by the mouth of the Saus [¥11low/ cresk, es soon
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Saus /Willow/ Creek flows through Maverick County,
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4 ’ :
in the sketch, Today, 1n the afternoon, the

4 .
The sketches referred to in this diary were not rg-

produced, They are probably in the of ficial files of the
Oflecina do Defensa Necional, to vaich all the archives of the
Secretaria de Guerra have been transferred in Mexico City,

commarders-in-chief of this Division crossed /the
river/, reconnoitreg the camp and spent the night
~ there,
The 31st At daybreak the Division was placed under

pey arms and having rormed in rarade, his Excellency,
the Commander«in-chief, accompanied by the General
of the Division, passed before them and halting in
the center of the line ho read a proclmmation ang
retired. The Division undertook the march at six
in the morning in three columng, aiong an unmerked
road towards the Horth, The center was thelinfan«
try column, two ordnance pleces, and the beggage
treing; the right was formed by the regular caval.
y; and the left by the presidlal troops; the vanw
guard, the rearguard ang the flanking scouts é?onw
slsted/ of "presidial" ang "defendepr" troeps, The
land is level, tranversed by creoks, Camp was mads

5
at twalve noon at the Cusva Creaek, oprobectad ety

e o —— e s -

5

——

Cuevas /Caves/ Craek 13 an Interuitbont stroam o
. 2
1 “ - ! . - -~ - - - Cye e ~ . e -
riseca in goutharn laviapics wouncy and Tlows southwast teo |
‘e Bio Grands naap thes town or “uzle Pass.  Tewag State

Historieal dzsoclation, Ths Handbook of Texay,
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the rear by this stream, Tho right and left werc
covered by two of 1ty smallor tributaries, and the
sketch of Camp Number 2, Five leagues were covered
in gix hours,

Sopt. The corn cartsa, escorbted by tha Defenders of

the lst
Bejar, continued the march after leaving in camp
two grain rations for the cavalry. The Division
gstayed behind to walt for a company of the Presidial
Reglment which was to join them, whose horses stame
peded on the nlght of the 20th., They Joined /The
Division/ at six thils afterncon,

The 2nd The Dlvislon renswed 1ts march towards the

pey north, northeast along level ground in the sams

order as the previous day and followlng the same

. 6
direction., Camp wes made on the Ssladito Creck

[ —_—

6

See Salado Creek which 1s an intermittent stresmn and
rizes in northern Maverick County flowing southeast twelve
miles into Chacon Crsek, Texas Stato Historical Association,
The Handbook of Texas.
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at one in the afterncon after having covered fivs
leagues of level ground today. I was ordersd by
the Commanding General of tre Division to advancs
in order to join Mr. Seguin and to supervise the
opening of & road which hed begun bo oresent difl-

tho wocds end creosls thad

=Yy
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eross the given direction. I took a mule loaded
with onglneering equipment and Joined Mr. Seguin
at 8:00 p, m,
The 3rd The Dlvislon renewed its march towaprds the
g northeast; the land wasg level, furrowed with deep,

narrow creelks snd dense forests. At the edgoe of

7
the firgt cereek, which is the Pilcoso, a bridgs had

Picoso Creek riacs in contral Maverick County, and
flows generally castward about twonty-two miles into Elm Creek
in southwsstern Zavala County. Texas State Historlcal Associa~
tion, The Handbook of Texas,

been bullt, In all the others the banks were leveled
and the woods were cleared to make a cart road. The
Division camped three leagues from its point or de-

parture, on the other side of Chaparrosas Lukes,s

See Chaparroga Creok, which is an intermittent strea,
rising in the Anacacho Mountainsg in the southeastern part orf
Kinney County, and flowing southwestward, crossing the extremns
northeastern corner or Maverick County, and continuing into
western Zavala County vhere it flows into Turkey Creek. Texag
State Historical Assoclztlon, The Hendboolk of Texas, -

- [y - e e B Acpmmas oy

150 veras from fhe shore, the right protected by &
hill; the back, by a laks to the r2ar and the lefh
by another, 4t six this afisrnoon I renswes tha

warch in oprder to prepive the road for the folley.

L
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The 4tnh
Day

The Division renowed its march at gix towards
the north, northeast aftop crosaing a tiny creoelk,
there follows a plain with minor hills (s5lopen)
called the Colorados, The ground risgg to a big
hill calieq Divisadero (Lookout ); next there arns
two bayoug bafore Ranchor{ag Creek, deop ang rough,
is reached, The slopes were levelsd on eithep eido.
A dense forest, furrowed with tiny crecks, ig /Fhén7
Crossed., Here, the Division overtook the troopn ugw
signed to worlk on the road, but while ¢thoy [Ehs
Division/ drarnic water, the task wag completed, Te..
day, from four in the morning to three in the aftor..
noon rmoroe then five leagues of é?oad were clearad
of woods ang crossings made at four doep cre il
The Division, whiie on the march wasg exposed to a
rainstorm for an hour and arpiveq at four-thirty in
the efternoon at tho Mueces River, after having
covored two leaguos towargds the above-1indicateq
direction, four towards the nertheast, two tovsrdg
tho east and ons towards the sast northeast tg tia
¢dge of the pivor which wag crossed at tho rorde
known ag Amoladeras and Chicls, Thig new crogsing
¥&38 named Genepal Woll, Tho pivap 86 this point <,
very different from what 44 19 en ths niain Blghway

(Tho standap: Podd from Rieopands to 3aiav/,  Tga

oot
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high, It /The river/ can watepr g lot of land to

the right and to the left; the ground along the

banks igs very firm; the forest on the right banic

13 very dense, Canp was made on the left side, apg
the "defenders," vho occupled a high hi1:, protected
the right, the front wag protected by a hill paralls’,
to the river, ang the lert by the beank of a hearby

tributary Creelk,

The 5th
Day /The Dlvisions rosted,
The 6th The march V188 renewed towards the north, north.
. °ast through leyel land and the Journey was con.
tinued in three columns ag far as Leona Creck, a
distance of three leagues, Thig Creek on its right
bank hag about 20 opr 30 yards of ¥oods, and on ity
lert éﬁhq&? the woods are from 400 to 500 yarag
deep ang very denge, thick ang towering. It air.
Terg Very little fpom the Crossing on the mRin rgng
{Riogrande to Bejar7, The road wos made practical
for al1 kinds or transportationo Camp wag made gn
the lerg bank in the $8M9 order ag op the previcus
days, | |
Thgq?th The Journey wag enewed at six 1g the moraing Lo
ay

wards the northgagl along levsl land, 7Th, dlo Pei,,
Y83 eTo2sad efbop /?ravalin;7 & alstsngy o &

3



leagues; it ia shallow, witﬁout trees, not remark-
able, running through large grassy plains., Camp
was made on the left bank of the ereek called ths
Sabinal, at its mouth crossing, The camp occuplod
the arch formed by the crsok delimited by a line
running from north to south, This creek has no
woodland on elther of its banks. The flanks were
protected by two huge ravines. It had no crossing
to the rear other than the one made in the direction
of the /arch/ with a radius of 200 varas. The bed
of this creek is 50 varas wide, planted with huge
sebines. It rises at the mouth of the Juan dn Ugel-
= croe deo (Uvalds) Canyon, in the hills of San Ssbas, “if
i

The Sthj The march was renewed at soven in the morning
( Day |

A

towards the easst, northeast and after traversing
gseven leagues of level land, Hondo Crock was crossca,
Camp wias made after the benks hed been leveled in
order to crogs 1it, '
The Sth The march was continusd through a forest of
Day
meaquite, lesving Culje lake to the left and fole
lowing 2 nerth, northeasst dlrection, Cuijo Plain
we3 crossed and, turning to the east, Medins River
vas reachad ab 5:;00 p, wm, after having traveled
soven leagues in the flrst direction, and two
(Loagues/ towards the second, Tha plver weg

- e - . b . . 4 [ o s . . £
CroAuasd Dacs ann ALa on . Covd siel conTan ono



The 10th-

Day

whore a draw is formod. The Divislon croaséd
through tho contor of tho draw and campod alongsilde
the arch /of the river/ along a line from north to
south.

At silx in the morning the march was renewod to-

wards the northeast and after one and & half leagues, !

it was changed to the east, northeast. This direc-
tion was followed for a league. A chango was made

to the east and camp was made at Leon Creock at 2:00
p. m. At six the Divislon renewed its marca along.

lovel land and followed single file along the left

bank of San Pedro Creek. The infantry ﬁas lined up .

to the left of the road end the Santa Anua Rngiment

on the right, with the two fieJd pleces placed as A

battery on the road, Thils croek 1s [ﬁbp”oyimqteizf
a cannon shot's distance from the Bejar Pla/,an

From this point, the Presidiel Regilment and the
Defenders of Bejar and Riogrande advanced to intewr-
cept all avenuss /of escape/ within the city and to
establish positions at all vantege polnis around
the plaza, At twelve midnight, all the troops wora
arranged in formation and rested under arms ewslb-
ing the signal of a camnon shot for ths reguler
infentry and cavalry corps to penctrets tho cliby
and takes their pssitlen at the plasa, 1he sncir-

cling trosvs wore not to pormit & single indliyvidnal
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to leave, 2t fournthirty in the morning the ag-
vancs was made by columns of halg Compunies; the
General, with hig staff, ang the musis of the Santa
Anna Battalion blaying at the head untji} tho firgy
houses on the odge /of the city/ wore reachad, A
heavy migt proventoed eitherp Bersons or horags Trom
being seon, A stop wag made until iy Cleared. put
seelng that it.was already five-thirty'and tho mist
persisted, the General ordered tho signal cannon bo
fired, The msic starteg to play revellle end cop-
tinved with the nationail hymn ag the column rengweq
Its wmarcn, ¥het rolloweq wlll bs mads known in tha
report regarding the action which this column SUJe
tained, _ |

San Antonilo gdo Bojar, Septamber'ii; a4z, .
Jose Marfa Corresco, e

[V,
1

Number 243 . Yoat Excellent Sir: I an remnitting to
Tour Excalloncy & COop¥ of the Proclamation wnien today I haye
addresssd ¢o the cltizeng of this city, hoping it wi1gy Tiant
vith your &pprcfal ard you will 906 it to have it publiszhed,

God ana libarty, Bejar, Septambeorp 12, 1542, . Adrlan

#oll, ~ ioqgt Fxeallans 23z, The Qo 1ﬁdsrwin~chiaf.



BRIEF HISTCRY CF ThE BALZE=N FAMILY IN TEXAS
Part I
Chapter I

THE HARM HINRICH BALZEN FAMILY

Revised 1980

In June of 1978 I, Richard W, Balzen, and vife Martha C., nee Barre,
visited for 8 days in Bast Friesland. We were in the company of, and the quests
of, Dr. Hans-Wilhelm Balssen, and others of the present Family of Balzens.

This was an outstanding visit, of which the full impact and realization did not
come until after we returned to our home. These impressions were ot first re-
corded in this history as revisions to the 1975 Aevisions and shown as chepters
TVIII, XKIX, end ZXX. These chapters are still valid, but to be thoroughly and
clearly understood requires correlations with the narrative and chart chatters
as previously written. Pari I, Chapters I and II, are re-writien under several
sub-chapters, which will be shown as Chapters 1A, IB, etc. and as Chapters I1A,
IIB, etc. - as may be required io give a clearer account of what has been

learned of the Balzen Family in East Friesland before they came %o Texas, as well
as an elaboration of how hffe immigrants lived in Texas.

Chapter IA

ORIGINS OF THE BALZEN FAMILY

The following accounts are a compilation of accounts gathered from various
sources, mostly spoken words from Dr. Balssen and others.

The names Balzen, Baltzen, Baldsen, Balsen, Balssen, etc. all have their
origin in this story. Hence, all names are related., In unrecorded distant past,
the difference in spelling arose out of changes in the Germsn langnege, perh:ips
dialects, perhaps differences in promunciation, perbaps due to little or no ed-
ucation, ete.

Hundreds of years ago, 400 or more, people had only one name, but as popu-
lation increased, it became desirsble to bave at least two names., It was then
a custom to choose a Biblical nsme for a given name, to differentiate between
the many who had the same name - examples: Schmidt - Peter Schmidt, John Schmidt,
James Schmidt. Schumacher - Matthew Schumacher, Jacob Schumacher. Eisenhauer -
Philip Eisenhauver, Andrew Eisenhauer, etc. It so happens that some one in East
Friesland, perhaps in other parts of Germany also, chose the name of Balthazar,
which tradition says was the name of one of the ise Men of the Bast who visited
Jesus after His birth and gave gifts. This name Balthazar devolved doun to Bals,
Balze, Balz, etc., so that some men had the given name of Balz.

At this point a peculiar patriarchal system of family names should be
understood. Simply stated, a man's children received a new name or given nzme,
and a surname waich was composed of the father's given name to which certain
endings were added, such as s, es, em, sen, etc. This patrlarchal system resulf-
ed in no firm family name, which made tracing of families difficult to most



people. Thus it was that when Napoleon conquered East Friesland, the french de-
creed that every man must choose a permanent family neme, to be used by that
family and their descendents thereafter.

In, or about, 1813 the father of Harm Hinrich, who came to Texas, was
faced with the problem of choosing the correct family surname., His father was
Hinrich Harms, his grandfather was Harmen Janssen, and his great-srandfather was
Johann Baltzen. DBeginning with the great-grandfather, we have the following de-
lineation of the patriarchal naming system:

Johann 3altzen , whose
Youngest son was Hermen Janssen, whese
Middle son was Hinrich Harms, whosz
¥iddle son was Herm Hinrichs
Youngest son was Schweer hinrichs

A1l of these were recorded in the records of the church at the village of
Aurich-0ldendorf. The records do not go further back than Johann 3altzen because
the records of most churches were destroyed during the Thirty Years War, which
ended in 1648. Good records were not keot again until about 1700. How the father
of Harm Hinrich reached the conclusion to use the farily surname of Balzen is not
recorded, but it is plain that he used the name of Johannes Baltzen, the oldest
recorded person in his ancestry. Thus tarm Hinrich, who came to Texas with his
sons, became Harm Hinrich Balzen.

An interesting insight is to be seen in the naming of Johamn Baltzen's
youngest son - Harmen Janssen. In true Serman tradition, Harmen Janssen should
have been Harmen Johammes! But Janssen is the Danish form of Johannes. This 1s
to be taken as a confirmation of the belief that the Balzen family is of Danish
descent. It is believed that many of the people living along the North Sea Coast
of Germany are of Norse descent. Further confirmation of the Danish forebears
is said to be that in North Friesland, near the present border of Denmark and
Germany, more Balzen families are now to be found than in East Friesland.

The records of the Aurich-Oldendorf Church show that Johannes Baltzen,
Harmen Janssen, Hinrich Harms, and Harm Hinrich Balzen were all veat diggers by
trade. Thegall lived in Aurich-Oldendorf at one time or enother, but some also
1ived in Wiessmeer or Moorlage. Peat diggers were poor, hard-working people in
East Friesland, as they are in Ireland and elsewhere.

There is an interesting story about peat digging in East Friesland, which,
yvery briefly, is as follows:

The fuel for heating and coocking, until about 1600, was wood cut from the
forests on the noors. As this wood became scarcer, the price began to rise. They
had an energy crisisl In 1633 - 1634, the city of Emden, then the principal port
of Germany, so to speak floated a bond issue, financing the digging of canals to
the high moors, so that they could be drained. This made the digging of peat
possible, thus solving their energy crisis. All was accomplished by hand labor
except the dredging of the canals, which was done with horses and hand scrapers.
The canals were used by boats to haul the peat to the market in the cities, often
by pulling and pushing the boats alonz the canals, often with humen labor. khen
the boats were empty of peat, they were taken at high tide to the bays, where they
were anchored, and filled with rich bay mud at low tide. The boats, filled with
rich md, floated at high tide and were then pulled up to the peat digging ares,
where the mud was used to enrich the sand at the bottom of the peat banks. Hence,
they created by hand labor rich fields. The peat beds are from 6 to 12 feet thick.
The division of labor between digging peat and transporting of peat and mud is not
imown to me.
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The village at Aurich-Oldendorf is mentioned in writings as early as the
8th or 9th century. The church was established by the Bishop of Mienster, the
oresent briclk church having been built about 1280, This was not long after the
burning of clay bricks was begun in thet area, the burning of shells (1imestone
for mortar) having been knowm before that. The church is about 28x14x8.5 meters
in size, and has been modified several times during the centuries. Criginally,
it was a fortress against robbers as well as a church. In order to help realize
what a long period of time 700 years is, consider these facts:

The United States is just 204 years old now, in 1580,
The Thirty Years! war ended about 130 years before the U.S. was established.
Columbus discovered America about 156 years before the Thirty Years'! War
ended.
The church of Aurich~Oldendorf was built about 212 years before Columbus
discovered America.

It is indeed an emotional event to realize that perhaps you have been the
first descendant of the Balzen Family that moved to Texas in 1851-1852 to be in
attendance at a church service in the seme church where the immigrants alse
attended church services. And to reslize that the Family History goes further
back than that by hundreds of years. iarm Hinrich Balzen and sons emigrated to
an unknown, unsettled, wild country somewhat as Abraham of the 0ld Testament emi-
grated to an unknown land. Fressures on them must have been enormous to cause
them to leave their homeland, relatives, and friends, and only a faith in God
could have given them strength to do it.

Chapter IB
THE NEAR RELATIVES OF HARM HINRICH BALZEN

At this point it is well to consider the family of Harm Hinrich Balzen,
considering both that family in which he grew up, and his own family vhen he became
an adult. ' '

The father of Harm Hinrich Balzen, as before stated in chapter IA, was
Hinrich Harms, born in Aurich-Oldendorf 21 April 1758, died before 1824. His
mother was Trinke Schweers, born in Aurich-Oldendorf 1765 or 1766, died 6 February
1846 in Aurich-Oldendorf, married in A-0 18 June 1786. Hinrich Harms was a peat
digger in Aurich-Oldendorf, and it is assumed that his children were born there,
The children recorded are:

1. Anke, born 18 April 1787 in 4-0; no other information available.

2. larei Hinrichs, born 23 Jan. 1789, in A=O; married Gerd Focken
frerichs 23 Oct. 1806; eleven children; this family probably lived
in the Balzen family home after her two brothers went to Texas.

3. TIrinke, born 13 Jan. 1791, died 18 April 1798 in 4-0,

4o Frauke, born 23 Aug. 1793, died 27 July 1798 in A=O.

5. Harm Balsen, born 6 Nov, 1795, died 15 July 1798, in 4-O.

6. Marje, born 21 Nov. 1797, died 24 Karch 1834 in Firrel; married
Thee Juergens Arkebauer of Firrel 18 March 1816 in A-0O, Lived in

Firrel, where she had 8 children, one of whom was Ceesche, who
married Hinrich Harm Balzen, son of Harm Hinrich, and came to Texas.



7. HReiner, born 7 Yec. 1799, died 3 Feb. 1800, in a-0.

8. Frauke ) Twins, born 20 Feb. 1801. Frauvke died 19 Jan. 1802

9. Harm Balsen ) in A=0,
This is Harm dinrich who came to Texas.
fie married Gretje Saathoff (of the Patriarchal or other family
names of Eden and Harms). She is the mother of the present Balzens
in Texas (not the Schweers (Balzen) fanily). Gretje was born about
1804, died 13 Dec. 1832. Harm Hinrich Balzen later married Rickste
Hinrichs, born 20 May 1801, died 6 April 1860 in Texas. No known
c¢hildren of this marrizsge.

10, Frauke, born 5 Sept. 1803, in 4~0, married Harm Harms of “endorf 1 June,
1824. No further information available.

41. Trinke Hinrichs, born 7 feb. 1806 in #-0, married 1 May 1829 to Dirk
Hinrichs of Wiesens. Yo further information availzble.

12. Schweer, borm 8 Oct, 1808 in A-Q. He emigrated to Texas with his family.

Sone pertinent conclusions and information about the family of Hinrich
Harms (born 1758, shown above) follow:

None of his sons reached maturity, married, and had families except Herm
Hinrich Balzen snd Schweer (Einrich) Balzen. These two enigrated to Texas with
their families. Thus the name Balzen, as derived from this family, came to an
end in Aurich-~Oldendorf.

The daughters who married and remained in the Aurich-Oldendorf area are:

. Marei, second child, married a Frerichs. It is said by Dr. Balssen
that this family of frerichs owned the home of her father after her
brothers moved to Texas. It was finally owned by an Aden, and was torn
down because of its deteriorated condition after World War I. The site
in Aurich-Oldendorf was shown to us when we were there. lMarei and her
husband had a family of 11 children, and descendants can be traced in the
Aurdch-0ldendorf Church family records. These same family records also
show that the Frerich family of Quihi, Texas, was not closely, if at all,
related to the husband of Marei Hinrichs.

The other sisters of Harm iinrich emd Schweer Hinrich, who moved to Texas,
who reached maturity and married, do not have families which cen be traced
to any extent in the church records. There are two exceptions: 1. Anke, the
oldest child, has no information at all; she orobably married into another
commnity. 2. Farje merried and became the mother of Geesche, the wife of
Hinrich Harms Balzen, who moved with her husband and father-in-law, Harm
dinrich, to Texas. Thus, first cousins married.

Three children: #3, Trinke, #4, Frauke, and #5, Harm Balsen, all died within
3 months of each other at ages of 7 years, 5 years, and 3 years! bvidently
they were taken by an epidemic of disease, perhaps children's disease,
Examples of children's diseases is diphtheria, of general diseases is small-
pox and tuberculosis. These diseases have been largzely conquered in the
20th century.Of particular interest is tuberculosis, or consumption, as it
was then known. During a visit to sn outdoor museum of North German farm
housing of the 17th and 18th centuries at Cloppenburg, it was observed that
living conditions were favorable for respirastory diseases. The barns and
homes had unvented fires burning indoors at all times, and the smoke was oiten
iense indoors. The animals - cows, horses, and swine, lived under the same



. S N
heating in the winter for barn and living quarters. snd people slept in sleeping
alcoves, or wall beds, which could be closed off from the room or barn by small
doors. These alcoves were no larger than a double bed! A single person sleeving
in such a place could materially reduce the oxygen content within the closed alcove
and raise the carbon dioxide level - most unhealthful! Consumption, or tuberculo-
sis, was prevalent.

At the present time the Balzen peovle living in and around Aurich-Oldendorf,
including other villages and areas, are said to be descendants of the Balzens who
lived in Huellenerfehn., This has been demonstrated to a considerable extent by
the research done by Mr., Albert Albers, an Sast Friesian from duellenerfehn who
now resides in the city of Hammover. nis family is also distantly related to the
Balzen family of Huellenerfehn. He researched the records of the church at Weene,
in which parish the village of Huellenerfehn lies. It seems that Johann Baltzen
of Aurich~Oldendorf, the oldest recorded Balzen there, is about one generation
older than Balz Jenssen and Harm Balsten of Huellenerfehn, Dr, Hans-Wilhelm Bal-
ssen has seid, and Albert Albers has shown, that Harm Balsten is the oldest known
progenitor of the Balzens now living in the area, = &

There is no relationship shown between Johann Baltzen of anrich-Oldendorf and Harm
Balsten of Huellenerfehn. But all peotle knowledgeable sbout the Balzen genealogy

say that the relationship existed in times before recorded history. The Balzens
over there, all accept us in Texasjas relatives. (consscer nemselv/e

A difference. between the families also lies in the fact that the Aurich-
Oldendorf Balzens were poor peat diggers, and the oldest recorded Balzens of

Huellenerfehn vere farmers, perhaps owning land. These last were economically
better situated than the peat diggers.

Chapter 1C
THE LIFE OF HARM HINRICH BALZEN IN TEXAS

Nothing of the 1life of Harm Hinrich Balzen and wife Rickste Balzen nee Hin-
richs has been related to me through family chennels, Only through the records
of the Fuihi’ Lutheran Church did it become known to me that they had immigrated
to Texas. Hence the account which follows is mostly suprosition based on records
in the Quihi Lutheran Church, the Medina County Record of Deeds, and one or two
items which have come from other sources.

The records of the landing of Harm Hinrich Balzen were probably lost in the
great hurricane of 1900 in Galveston. But from other sources (see Chapter II) it
is known that Harm Hinrich Balzen and wife Rickste nee Hinrichs landed in Galveston
15 November 1852, With him were his oldest son and wife, Hinrich Harm Balzen and
Geesche nee Arkebauer. How they traveled from Galveston to “uihi is not recorded,
but family tradition says thev came from Indianola, Texas. In this event they took
a coastal sailing ship from Galveston to Indianola. From that point to (mihi it
is possible that they were able to find a freight wagon going to San Antonio, on
which they could ride for a small fee. Otherwise they had to walk, because they
had no horses! The route was more or less along the San Antonio River, near present
dey Culeto Creek, Goliad, Charco, Helena, Floresville, and along the liedina River
to Castroville.
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SNy MAM Y alfive dl nlndowien it wvas a totelly unsettled area, as others
from Zast Friesland had done 6 years earlier. There were Mimke M. Saathoff and
wife, with son Mimke H, and stepson John Heyen there to greet them, as well as
others of the originsl settlers in 1846. The rock house of Mimke Sagthoff was
not built until 1856, and the type of dwelling first used by the Saathoff family
is not known. But on the 2nd day of January 1853 iimke 14, Sazthoff and Harm -
Hinrich Balzen recorded in the iledina County Courthouse their purchsse of 320
acres for 400.00, which they later divided equally, but in an unususl manner,
This division is also recorded in the courthouse, the essence of which is given
here., FPlease ses the plot drawing at the end of this chapter, The souare 7-acre
portion of land on the southwest corner which was reserved for Harm Hinrich, and
which was sepesrated from the other main portion awarded to him, and which was
completely surrounded by the portion for Mimke Y. Saathoff, is umusual. The gques-
tion arises: why was the division mede in this way? The only plausible reason
now coming to mind is that Harm Hinrich had taken residence in this area.

In support of this it is observed that the census of 1860 shows that the
census taker, as he went from house (?) to house (?}, went from Mimke M. Saathoff
to Harm Hinrich Balzen to Hinrich Harm Balzen. Hinrich Harm Balzen was the son
of Harm, and he apparently lived since the beginning on the site of the rock house
which he built 1866-67. But there is no evidence now of any hzus;s l;lal.'vir;g ewif g,
stgod on this 7-acres of land - no foundation for a chimmey, = &n € Fovn datirn
}ﬂg a,édnjmrei scehoaf~ Coold be alss He 5/ a% He ?/cdn-*o r;;,'gbyg;

The census of 1860 also shows that Rickste Balzen nee Hinrichs died in
the spring of 1860 from the ravages of consumption. This is recorded in the
church records as having occurred on 6 April 1860. Her burial place is not re-
corded or marked. But Hrs. Alice Pichot, great-granddaughter of limke M. Saat-
hoff, says that as a child, playing near the home of M. M, Saathoff, she waa
admonished not to plsy under a certain oak tree because a Balzen woman was bur-
ied there. A check of the graves of all Balzern women indicates that this must
be the grave of Rickste. The tree and grave are just on the other side of the
property line between M, M, Saathoff and these 7 acres belonging to Harm H, Bal-
zen, and on the Saathoff side. Why was she buried there rather than on the land
of Harm H. Balzen? Why wasn't she buried on the church cemetery? The customs of
these East Friesians which they brought with them are not known. In this connec-
tion it is noted that the first wife of Harm Balzen, younger son of Harm Hinrich,
was also buried in a pasture of the Scherobiny lands (later Schmidt place}. The
wife of Harm Balzen was Anna Maria Meyer (Meier), who was the sister of ifrs,
Scherobiny! The location of this grave - in the pasture is unkmown.

It is known that later in life, until 1890 when Harm Hinrich died, he lived
in what was known as the "straw house," near the rock house built by Hinrich
Harm., This "straw house" was so named because it had a thatched roof, It is pre-
suned that this was the first bome of Hinrich Harm and Geesche Balzen, and that
after they built the rock house, the father, Harm Hinrich, then a widower, moved
from his 7 acres to the "straw house.” This was in keeping with the last will
and testament of Rickste..

On 27 October 1859, befors Rickste died, Harm Hinrich and Rickste Balzen
caused to be recorded in the iedina County Courthouse a deed which, in abreviated
form, is as follows: They sold 140 acres of land, in three tracts, which came out
of Survey # 8, (being the land originally purchased by Harm Hinrich and Fimke
Saathoff and divided to Harm Hinrich) to their oldest son, Hinrich Harm Balzen.

By another deed of same date they sold an additional 20 acres under fence and
enltivation, plus an undivided half of a tract out of the original Survey # &, to
Hinrich Harm Balzen, and Hinrich Harm agreed to board Harm Hinrich and wife Rickste
in an undisturbed and quiet possession of the lands conveyed during their life time,
and furthermore to furnish them during their lifetime the necessities if life, to
wit, food, lodging, and clothing. This agreement is indicative of ho# the people
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of Germany bequeathed their lands to their children. There is no mention of the
younger son of Harm Hinrich 3alzen, being lmown as Harm H, Balzen, or simply
Harm Balzen.

This omission of the younger son {rom the settlement is unusual in severel
ways. In many instances in Germany it was the custom to leave the homestead to
the youngest son or child. Harm Balzen the younger came to Texas alone and before
nis father and older brother, who later came together. Also, the mother of Harm
died about two weeks after the birth of Harm, which is indicative that there were
complications at the time of his birth, Earm's father, Harm Hinrich, may have
subconsciously held a resentment against Harm because of the loss of his wife.
Harm, when he came to Quihi, was a hired hand at the Scherobiny place, and apparently
did not live with his father after the father came to Suihi. There is no lmow-
ledge of dealings between Harm Hinrich and Harm Jr. known to me, though this is
surely not conclusive that there were none. Thus it seems that there was some
measure of coolness between the father and younger son.

If there was a settlement of any kind on Harm Balzen, it was not recorded
enywhere. The fact that Herm Balzen, the younger son, czme to Texas first and
elone, and that the father came with his older son, Hinrich Harm Balzen, may be
indicative of a partial estrangement of the father nd younger son, Tlhis conjec-
ture is merely that, a conjecture, and there may haagzg normal relationship between
the two, but knowledge of it is conspicuous by its absence.

From the records of the church at Aurich-Oldendorf, East Friesland, it is
clearly shown that the first wife of Harm Hinrichs Balzen, and the mother of
Hinrich Harm and Harm H. Balzen, was Gretje Saathoff (Eden Harms). She is indica=-
ted as being born 1804 (estimated), died 13 December 1832 in Aurich~0ldendorf,
There were two other song who died as baby and as a four-year-old. No other rec-
ords of her are found, but it is thought that Gretje Seathoff came from Oster-
sander, or possibly Holtrop., Clarification and additional information was request-
ed of the East Priesian "Landschaft", and of other people, but no answers were
forthcoming. leither have a record of the marriage of Harm Hinrich Balzen to
Rickste Hinrichs; or any children born to this union, been found to date.

No anecdotes or other information except for the above about the life of
Harm Hinrich Balzen has been found. However, the following facts are given as
being more than incidental:

4. Harm Hinrich Balzen and Mimke Mimken Saathoff bought land in partner-
ship, and divided it equally, even if in an unusual manner.

5, The eldest grandson and the eldest great-grandson of Harm Hinrich Bal-
sen were both named Mimke. Both were born and both died during the lifetime of
Harm Hinrich. It is noted that no other Balzens were named ifimke, But Hinrich
Harm, son of Harm dinrich, father of Herman Balzen, offered his daughter-in=-
law 525 if she would name &-5546Hd son Mimke! This had to be before 1838, and
could have been Paul or William. But his daughter-in-law, Anna Margaretha nee
Oefinger, did not accept this offer, though it was a large sum of money in those
days.

3., Harm Hinrich Balzen buried his second wife, Rickste nee Hinrichs, in
an unmsrked grave on the lands of Mimke bimken Saathoff. This may have been in
accordance with Bast Friesian custom. The grave was also probably very close to
the residence of Harm Hinrich.

4. The Saathoff and Balzen families have been cordial neighbors to this
day, dating from the time of their setilament in Quihi, Texas.

Ta view of the sbove four facts, it seems to be plausible thal Fimke Mim=
ken Sasthoff and Oretje Saathoff were brother and sister, or othervise closely
related. The birthday of Mimke is not available, but he was married in 1836.
This might indicate that he was younger thanGretje, who was probably married



before 1825. Her birthdsy is estimated to be 1804. itHimke Fimien was the son
of Mimke Harms Saathoff, a blacksmith of Ostersander, and Marje H, Saathoff.
A1l of this indicates that the Harm Hinrich Balzen family is related to the
Yimke Saathoff family. -— Note: there are two other unrelated Saathoff families
in Fedina County.

At the time that Harm Hinrich began his life in Quihi there were hostile
Indians in the area. The people were generally afraid of Indian attacks, which
did oecur on a few occasions, and a few people lost their lives to Indians.

There were many raids, however, when Indians stole scarce items and particularly
horses. Almost every one experienced these losses. The land which Harm Hinrich
bought was virgin, vith large areas of ¥mee high grass and oak trees. Fields

had to be cleared - the live oak trees are very hard wood, difficult to chop

with an sx. Living quarters had to be built. Many of the first shelters were
lean~to tyves. The simplest form of these were two standards with a bteam, or log,
across the top. Sloping to the ground from tais beam was a thatch roof, which
comprised the main shelter, open to the south. Later, perhaps walls of thatch
or logs could be added. Most all activities were outdoors. Cooking was probably
done under the thateh roof only during periods of rain. fGame wes plentiful ==
deer, turkecys, wild pigs or pecaxry, amall wild birds, rebbits, ete., which was
therfi source of meat. Crops were corn, cotion, wheat, vagetables. Uane sorghum
was not introduced until later, which then became the source of sweets - molasses.
Practically no buffalo in their ares, but plenty of longhorn cettle, wild. By
1860 there were milk cows and swine. It is lmown that the bubonic plague was
rampant, in San Antonio about the time of the Civil War, pesbepses-in the Quihi
area.'z‘?gschools aid not existsy the Guihi Intheran Church was organized in 1852,
Before the first church was built of logs and masonry in 1854, the people came

in their wagons which they "parked" ima cirele for protection against surprise
Indisn attacks. Oxen were used mosily for tilling the land and drawing wagoms.
Horses were scarce and expensive, the major mesns of travel. Young couples common-
1y lived together until they had the time and means, and a preacher, to be mar-
ried. Prevailing wages were low - see OUR GERMAN ANCESTORS III, chapter i1,
Their voyage to America may have been as deseribed in Chapter XXI. Though no
specifics are known, the daily life of Harm Hinrich Balzen msy be imagined from
the generalizations of this paragraph. In addition to this, one must realize
that the methods of farming, the kinds of crops, the climate were all different
from what they lmew in their oXhome in Zast Friesland. Yet, it must have been
attractive to them, becauze in 1856 the younger brother of Harm Hinrich came to
Quihi, Texas, with his entire family. His name was Schweer Hinrich Balzen,

whose family chart is shown in part in Chapter X.

Harm Hinrich 1lived in accordance with the terms of agreement made with
his son in 1859, whereby the son was to take care of him in exchange for his
landholdings. He died on 11 May 1891, having lived 31 years after his second
wife, Rickste Hinrichs, died. During this period little is kmnow of his life.
He alse outlived his son, Hinrich Harm, by over two years, so that Geesche and
her children were responsible for his burial.

His burial place is not known, but is probably in the old Bethlehem
Lutheren Church cemetery of Quihi, or under the seme oak iree where Rickste
Hinriche is buried. It was practice in some cases to mark new graves with a
wooden tombstone having the appropriate data painted on it. Such a cypress
plank mey have Zeen used for him, especially if he had 1little money to pay for-
his burial. However, such a plank has not been found for him, which is explain-
sble by the fact that a grass fire has burned the cemetery at least once, when
wooden markers would be destroyed.



The burial places of people recorded in the church records as having been
buried by the pastors is not $hown. My uncle, Walter Balzen, who lived in the
Quihi area, showed me 6 Balzen graves zbout 2 years before he died, and further
stated that there were no Balzen family mexbers who were not buried in the ceme-
teries. One exception to this is the burial of Johannes Oefinger. See Chapter 111.
Obviously he did not know sbout Rickste Hinrichs or Anna Maria Meyer, and I believe
that he did not lmow about his grest-grandfather, Harm Hinrich Balzen, that he
1ived in Quihi. He never spoke of him even when he accompanied me to see the old
chureh records with Pator Durkop, or when we spoke about our findings later.

Never-the-less, I am of the opinicn that Herm Hinrich Balzen is buried in
an unmarked grave in the cld Quihi cemetery. I have attacked to the iron fence
around the grave of his son, Hinrich Harm Zelzen, an aluminum sign, which reads:

It is believed that the parents of liinrich Harm
and HSerm Balzen lie buried in unmarked graves
of this cemetery. They are:
Harm Hinrich Balzen
20 Feb, 1801 - 11 Hay 181
Rickste nee Finrichs
o0 May 1801 - 6 April 1860.

Although present imowledge indicates that this information is not factual regard-
ing Rickste Hinrichs, I have left it there as shown. If Harm Hinrich Balzen were
buried near the place where Johannes Cefinger is buried, Welter Balzen would have
known about it and told me.

A large picture of Harm Hinrich Balzen and Rickste Hinrichs (about 15x20 in.)
was given to the writer by Melvin Balzen, together with one of the same size of
Mimke Balzen. These pictures have been framed in cypress wood from a trough
given by Melvin Balzen, and are now in the Medina County Museum in Hondo, Texas.

As a result of the sign hanging on the fence around the grave of IHinrich
Harm Balzen, Mrs. Alice Pichot nee Saathoff, saw it and told me this story. As
a child she was admonished by her parents, Mp. & Mrs. Jacob Saathoff, not to play
under a certain osk tree near their house because then she would be playing on the
grave of a Balzen woman! She asked me i+ I kmew who that woman could be, which
at first I could not answer., But by a series of deductions and investigations I
csme to the conclusion that it conld only be either Rickste or Ama Maria Meier.
From what I was told by Melvin Balzen and lrs Frieda Britsch, it was believed
that lnna Maria was buried in an unmarked grave in a pasture near the Rudolph
Seherobiny house, where Harm Balzen was a hired hand., Further, Mrs. Scherobinmy
vas a sister of Anna Maria. That left Rickste Hinrichs as the one who was buried
near the Jacob Saathoff home. The location of the tree in question is shown on
the map of the 320 acres purchased and divided by Harm Hinrich Balzen and Mimke
Mimken Saathoff.

Tt must be noted that I never knew any one who in fact knew Harm Hinrich
and could say anything about him. Hence these many words about him are a result
of thought and study about the Ynown writings about him, and are conjecture only.
Credit must be given to the availability of the records of tihe Bethlehem Lutheran
Church of Quihi, Texas, and to the Sippenbuch of Anrich-Oldendorf Church of East

Priesland. Wil /Qufu—l— /980



BRIZSF ZISTCRY CfF THE BalZoN FAMILY I TEXAS
Chapter 114

The Family of dinrich Harm Balzen

] dinrich Harm Balzen, my great-grandfather, was the eldest son of fdarm
Hinrich Balzen and Oretje Saathoff (Eden Harms), born 11 June 1825 in hurica-
Oldendorf of Sast Friesland. le was a peat digger in Moorlage, 3 in. distant
from Aurich-Oldendorf. iis wife was Ceeske Arkebauer of Firrel, bern 21 febru~
ary 1826, the 5th child of Theen Juergen Arkebauer and barge Hinrichs 3alzen,
and first cousin of Hinrich Harms on his father's side of the family. =&inrich
and Geeske were merried in Aurich-Cldendorf on © Jecember 1848, and one scn,
Harm I‘Ii'.m'i._‘;:lhsi’:rl was Ec_;rntoto this union cn 21 June 1851. This son is not fownd
aln in g X n ! s 3 1 i
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to them in Texas.

Their voyage to Texas was made with his father, Harm Hinrich, and second
wife, Rickste Hinrichs. Since the mother of Hinrich died when he was 6 years
old, it is very likely that Rickste became his stépmother 2zt an early age. They
arrived in Galveston 15 Hovember 1852, arnd probably took a ccastal ship to
Indianola, from which point they came overland %o Mihi, Their route and mode
of transportation is not imown: there were freicht wagons available at times
upon which one comld hitch a ride for a small feej if not, they had to walk the
distance, sleeping in the open at night. Sometimes they would scratch an arrow
in the ground at night before going to sleep, to show the direction of their
travels. Such a trip in December could have been a cold hardship. Where thedir
food came from is not known, but probably they found some houses along the way
vwhere they could obtain food.

It is obvious that upon arrival in Quihi they met the ldimke M. Saathoff
family, where there was a measure of comfort for them, such as it was in the
wilderness. By the time that 3 Janumary 1853 had come, the father of Hinrich,
in partnership with Mimke M. Saathoff had bought 320 acres of land which they
divided in accordance with a plat shown at the end of Chapter IC. Frobably the
first dwelling was a lean=to near the home of Mimke M, Saathoff in the 7=acre
square plot at the southwest corner of their lands. But as soon as possible
thereafter, a house was built on the newly purchased land, just north of the
present rock house. This nouse was called the "straw house" because it had a

straw, or thatcih, roof. It consisted of two rooms, a fireplace on the north

end, and a porch on the east side. The rooms each had a small window, the first
glass windows used in the area, and the floor was of earth. The walls were made
of cedar logs set upright and tied together, plastered smooth on the inside and
oitside. This house stood until 1903, about 50 years, and later was the home of
Qorm Hinrich after Rickste Hinrichs had died, and after the Rock house was built.

A11 of the children born to Hinrich and Gesske were born in this "straw
house" with the possible exception of Margaretha.



Mimke Harm 11/22/1853 11/25/1877

Theodore Heinrich 12/6/1855 7/17/1929

Herman Herm  9/23/1857 3/26/1931

Maria 11/19/1860 3/16/1938

Heinrich H. 8/29/1862 L/1/1937

Johann 8/6/1865 12/1/1939

i-iar%aretha 3/19/1868 11/1/1943
Gretle)

A1l of these children lived their lives in the Quihi area except Faria,
who lived in the Bandera area. Flease see the family chert of Hirriech narm
Balzen for a complete list of descendants of each of these children. <11 of
these children, except Mimke Herm, married and raised large farilies, and have
fanily histories of their own, to be written by each family., I have written
that for Hermann iarm Balzen, my grandfather, which see in chapter IV and other
addendum.

Cn the evening of 24 November 1877 the family was happy and jovial in
their home because they had a pen oi cows tlat had been rounded up for sale.
Then the coyotes began to howl close by, znd they kept it up for some time.
One of the family said that this was a bad omen, something unpleasant and fate-
ful would happen! Geeske, the mothey sald that there was nothing to the omen,
becauge the coyotes were just singing to the moon, or their dogs were bothering
them. But the next day one of the wild cows, or steer, happened to catch rimke
with his horns and gored him to his death, He was a handsome young man just 3
days past his 24th birthday, a fine bachelor. A picturs of him, with this story,
has been placed in the Medina County Museum of Hondo, Texas, by the writer.

The father, Hinrich Harm Balzen, went to Quihi with a wagon and team of
horses on 6 December 1838. On the way home the team was shied and stamoeded,
and caused the wagon to collide with an oak tree glongside the road, where Hin-
rich was severely wounded, ie was brought home, by meens unknown to me, and
survived until the next day, 7 December 1838, when he died. He is buried in
the old Quihi cemetery, and his grave is marked with a fitting tombstone and
an iron fence around the grave. The tree where the accident occurred is marked
with a eross about 2 feet high and 1 foot wide blazed into the bark of the tree.
This crose is still plainly visible on the Bast side of the tree. The road has
been re-located about 50 to 60 yards towards the Past, At that time the tree was
on land belonging to George ieyen, being on the banks of the %uihi CUreek.

Geeske Theen Arkebeuer lived on as a widow wmtil 20 Cctober 1897, during

which time it fell to her lot to bury her father-in-law, During these years
she was known to like to visit people in the neighborhood, using a buggy, or
surrey, drawn by one horse. There is a picture of her standing by this surrey
with horse. I do not know if she lived alone or rot, after the death of her
father—in-law. But on the evening of 19 Cetober 1697 she was bitten by a rattle-
anake about 8 o'clock in the evening, she having gone out of the house in the
darkness without a light and stepped on the snake. She died the next morning and
was buried in the old Quihi cemetery. /n iron fence was erected around her grave,
and a tombstone with these words engraved in German. Liberally translated,
the words say:

The love which on earth unites us

Blooms forever in heaven

Where no eye weeps because of parting,

And unites purified souls.



During the 1970's three tombstones were repaired and/or straightened
from their leaning positions. These tomstones were for the 3 persons whose
untimely deaths are here recorded, being those of Mimke Harms Belzen, Hinrich
Harm Balzen, and Ceeske [heen Balzen nee Arkebauer. ’

Chapter II-B

THE LIFE OF TiE HINKICH iiiRM BALZEN FAMILY

Upon the arrival of the Balzens, Harm Hinrich and Hinrich Harm, father and
son, they were faced with the necessity of building a home, clearing land, cultiw
ating the soil, and raising crops, obtaining food and clothing; everything nhad
to be done at once in a sirange and new land with a different climate. Certainly
it took the efforts of father and son and their wives to accomplish as much as
possible in as short a time as possible. It is not known how it was dome, but
certainly logic would dictate some actions for first.

Since they had purchased their land soon after arrival in early winter,
two items appeared to be most urgent. These were shelter and clearing of land for
cultivation, Most settlers started by living in a leanto - which is a sloping
roof of straw for shelter from rain, open on three sides, with the fourth side
being the sloping roof. Living was then almost entirely outdoors, including
cooking., They probably each had a lean~to = one for Harm Hinriech near nis friend
Mimke M, Saathoff, and the other some distance away near the site of the present
rock house.

But the need for better living guarters became apparent for Hinrich Harm
when his first child, Mimke, was born in November of 1853. Perhaps by that time
he had started the "straw house", which has been desecribed in the chapters on
Harm Hinrieh. This house continued to be used as a dwelling at least until
1891, when Horm Hinrich died. After that it was used for some years as storage
space for harvested crops, or for other dry storage such as implements.

Hermenn reported to his children that when he was 9 or 10 vears old, it
became his duty to gather rocks and stone from the Milberry Creek for use in build-
ing the rock house. Thus the rock house can be dated as built about 1866 or
1867. The walls of this house are of field stone, or rock, about 2 feet thick.
The house was composed of 2 large rooms and two small rooms. One of the large
rooms had a fireplace, or chimmey, and was the living room. It had a door to
the outside on the east and west sides, two windows on the east side, and a
connecting interior door to one of the small rooms, the kitchen. The bedroom
was made by a partition with door across the house, separating it from the living
room., The bedroom had two windows and a steep stair to the attic over the
house. The house walls were built on the sides to a height which allowed the
attic to be sbout 3 feet high at the low part of the roof. The gable ends of the
house had stone walls up to the roof, with two shutter tyve windows in each gable
for ventilation and light. The roof rafters were unfinished, and some of the
boards were painted with the name of Ed 3teves Lumber Co., Victoria, and Indian-
ola. It was said that the lumber was hauled in to the site from Indisznocla. The
roof was of wood shingles, and the house was said to be the first in the area with
a wood floor. Along the entire east side of the house there was an open porch.
The walls were plastered inside and outside, except for the inside of the attic.
The small room on the northwest side of the house was called the milk room,
and was opposite the kitchen. The stone house was built due south of the original
strawhouse. During my life time this house was locally known as the "Hermamnn
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Bglzen house" because it became his residence after 1698, and is nov in the
poscession of his daughter, lirs. Aanie Schulte.

At one time when Indiszns were acE%ﬁE in stealing horses in the uihi area,
Hinrich Harm took to sleeping in the store room of the house, with a window
looking towards the horse coral. ile kept a loaded gun at hand so that he would
be able to shoot an Indian causht stealing a horse during the night. Very early
one morning, when there was very 1ittle light available, he heard a horse being
led away. e arose, took aim with his gun, and fired away. Fortunately for him,
he shot his horse instead of Geeske, w.o was leading the horsel

In 1974 ¥rs. Zlizabeth lLoch, one of his preat-granddaughters, found &
roll call for the month of August 1862, for Capt. Ceorge leyer Co. 72, redina
County, which recorded, 2mong other rames, the following: 45 Balzen, renry =
ond Sgt. - no remarks; #13, Bglzen, Harm - Fvt. - not present. From this it is
apparent that both brothers were called into the Confederate army. ipparently,
Hinrich could go, because he had his fath:r at home to stay with his faily,
but Harm apparently had no one to stay to take care of his family. io otaer
information is known about their service in the Confederacy, but it is known
that 3 young men of the ouihi Church lost their lives in this service.

In the deed records of Fedina County, boock 18, page 513 there is a Geed
unich Hinrich Harm sold for ¥1 to the Dewtsch-English Schule, 1250 sq. varas
of land for use as a school ground. This was matched by other grants by other
neighbors, dated o8 August 1876. This small psrcel of land was out of the
7-acre plot on the southwest corner of the lends bought together with ¥imke M,
Saathoff and divided. My father and his brothers and sisters attended school
on this property. The school was later moved to Sturm Bill, end when the 7
acres were sold in thelr entirety to John Sehweers: by Herman Balzen, all interest
in the school property was passed to John Schweers.

There were relatives, probably of Geeske Arkebauer, who usually spent
part of every winter with some of the children of Hinrich and Geeske. Theywere
probably from T11inois near St, Louis, snd their nsme was Baglehoff. This
continued for several years until Mr. Baglehoff became ;11 with consumption
(tuberculosis), after which he was no 1onzer welcore. No other information is
lmown to me about them or other relatives from more distant parts of the 7.S.4A.

As was the case with many settlers in the Quihi area, Hinrich bought

1ands in the Bader settlement on tne old Casroville Road, and in Hondo, How

he ceme into possession of these properties T do not Ymow, but I saw the deeds
of sales during Iy search in the Medina County fecords. There may be other such
records that I did not find.

I have in my possession an old flintlock rifle which came from the old
rock house, and which my Grandmother gave to me at my request. I also have a
sixshooter Stevens 38 caliber revolver and scabard, which my unecle Anton gave
to me. 1 believe that this gun belonged to Pinrich tarm.

In sccordance with laws applicable ab the time, after 5 years of residence
in the U.S.A. Hinrich Harm Balgzen made application for citizenship in the United
States. The original application was given to me, framed, by Mr. and Irs. Bruno
Schweers. A copy of it, showing the hendwriting of Hinrich Harm, is attached
to this account.

Hinrich Harm lived during the time of the cattle drives to Fensas and
elsewnere, and undoubtedly wes acquainted with the wild longhornms. Cattle
raising became one of the principal sources of income, with the largest portion
of the land being in pasture for cattle. However, some jend was cleared and
farmed for cesh crops and feed crops. whet was-raised is not known to me, but



some of the following crops were bound to be reaised at one time or another:
cotton, corn, sorghum, wheat and rye, if only for their own use, vegetables.
The principal cash crops were cotton and corn. Chickens, horses, and hogs

vere raised in numbers sufficient for their own needs. Farm implements and
other equipment was made and repaired on the farm if at a1 possible. The ccm=
ing of the railroad at Dunlay in 1882 did much to provide a market for the

farm products, so that the economy of the family began to improve.

There were undoubtedly two problems with which Hinrich Harm had to copee.
One of these was roving wild cattle. In the agreement of 1859 mention was made
of 20 scres under cultivation and under fence. There may have been a few fences
around the house, garden, and cattle pemns, but other than that the lend was un-
fenced until the coming of barbed wire. “hen that happened for them I do not
kmow, but it was most likely after 1875. The second problem was water. It is
said that the Quihi Creek flowed most of the time during those early years. But
there were serious drouths, when the flow surely stopped. This made them more
dependent on stored water or well water. Surface storage by building an earthen
dsm across a dry draw was not being practiced until laters I don't know when.
A reliable well, never becoming dry in a drouth, has not been found to date on
their acreage. 1 don't lmow when the well at the creek near the road was dug,
but it goes dry also. Of course, the East friesian people were accustomed to
storing roof run-off in cisterns, and this was undoubtedly done as soon as
they could afford a cypress cistern. Water could be hauled in by wagon in
cases of dire necessity, but this was too cumbersome for cattle watering. They
practiced neighborliness by fencing in lanes from dry pastures to waterholes
along the tuihi Creek, During a drouth, and even at ncrmal times, water has
been a serious problem for them on their farm,

My father told the story of how his grandfather, Hinrich Herm, became dis-
couraged at one time, and wished to return to Zast Friesland., But Ceeske said
that he was justified in being discouraged, for their life was indeed difficult.
But it was also difficult at home in East friesland, for she had to deliver
ai1k every morning by dog sled, whether it was cold, wet, stormy or whatever,
just to make ends meet. But there was one immense difference in Texas; there
was the opportunity for improvement which did not exist in the old country.

And this is the way it turned out to be, but not without long years of work
and frugality.

After Geeske died, the othsr children of Hinrich and Geeske deeded the
farm lands and house to my Grandfather, Hermernn Harm Balzen, for the sum of

$1500.00.. The land amounted to 213 and L/5 acres.
Wi, Jone /980,



OUR GERMAN ANCESTORS
Chapter 11T XX/

Texas as They Found It to Be

If our ancestors in Germemy found that life was a subsistence at the point
of hunger in some years, with no expectation of improvement, one can easily imag-
ine their reaction to the stories they heard about Texas. On page 14 of "The
Anglo-American Texana" by the Univeraity of Taxas at San Antonio - Institute of
Texan Cultures, there appears a reprint of an advertisement which in psrt says:
WNow 18 the time to ensure a fortune in Land: To all who remsin in Texas during
the War (of independsnce) will be allowed 1280 acres; to all who remain 6 months,
640 acres (one square mile); to all who remain 3 months, 320 acres; and as colo-
nists, 4500 acres for a family and 1470 acrea for a single manj posted in New Or—
leans April 23, 1836." But nothing is said about what land, where, what type liv-
ing oonditions, olimate, etc, etc. The state then gave grants to developers with
the provisos that they bring in settlera. These then made slightly more defin-
ite requirements and promises = within 3 years the settlers were to put 15 acres
of land in cultivation, to sell no intoxicating lifquors or firearms to Indians.
Nothing said about housing, Indian tribes, food until they could raise crops, or
how or whers they would obtain help in learning the ways of the nsw land. They
oould speak neither English or Spanish, hence to none exsept thelr fallow immil-
grents. This chapter is to account for how things were, so that the reader 123
years later could begin to reslize the hardships they endured. Sources for thias
information are extremely varled, coming from newspaper aaceunts, bocks, obitu-
aries, family eccounts, stories told by acquaintances, etc, These writings will
be srranged under headings such aat

Encounters with Indians

Land Conditions, Weather, Crops, How they obtalned Food
Housing and Materials

Social Aspects of their Life

When the first 10 families with names of Brucks, Rieden, Schneider, Saat-
hoff, Brinkhoff, Boehle arrived in Quibi in 1846, they camped at the waterhole
on thae Ouihi Creel, which cresk them flowed as a clear stream. (See Granits
historical marker at the waterhole). The first night it rained and all of their
belongings were soaked., The years 1848-49 wers drouth years when scholera broke
out, and the Quihi colony was nearly wiped out, and temporarily abandoned. Dur-
ing the first years these families were attacked by Indiens and Henry Brinkhoff
and son were killed. This attack was abandoned by the Indians when the settlers
rang a small church bell the Brucks family had brought along and hung from a tree,
The settlers then bullt a brush fort for protestion, but the Indlans eontinued
their attacks. The young wife of Rudolf Schorobiny (sister of Anna Maria Meier,
vife of Harm Balzen and mother of H. B. Balzen, and mother of Amna Weiblen nee
Belzen) was captured by a chief and forced to ride on the horse with him. In
attempting to gain her freedom she fell from the horse and was lanced by the
shief, who left her in the woods for dead. But she recovered and was abla to re-
twrn to her home. On another occasion Mr. H, Gerdes went on a search for strayed
horses and was eaptured by the Indians. After driving him some three milem, he
was lilled. When his body was found, there were 18 lance wounds in it.

Another aceount of the above incidents, by Josie M, Rothe, indicates that
the Indians who attacked the Binkhoffs left five settlers to die, and carried a
boy away saptive. Thus the Brinkhoff family was wiped out of the settlement.
his account also states that when Mrs, Schorcbiny was carried away, her brother

| 4
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was killed. Indian raids contimed until 1874, mostly toc obtain horses and fire-
arms. No Balzen lives were lost to Indian warriors, but horsea were stolan more
than onee. This was a serious matter besause the horses afforded transportation
and mesns of cultivating the land. In order to combat this stealing of horses,
Heinrich Harm Balzen would sleep in the milk room (no longer existing) with a
loadad gun at his side. This room had a small window fasing the horss corral,

and one morning at the ocrack of dawn he heard a horse wallding. looking out of the
window, he saw some one leading a horse, sc lLe raised his gun and shot, His wife
Geesche was leading the horse, and fortunately the bullet killed the horse instead
of her.

™o short snecdotes about H. B. Balzen and Indians ere lmowm. In one of
them he and his stepmother Antje De Grodt were in the house when they saw an In-
dalan outdoors. H. B. would have shot the Indian had he not been restrained by
his stepmother, and thus saved from vengeance from other Indians, On another
oecasion H. B, and his dog were in the pastures vhen he saw an Indien at some dist-
ance. He orept under a bit of brush and hid, holding his dog's mouth shut so that
he oould not bark. Thus the Indlan passed by.

The only good account of the Indians wes found in the obituary of H. H,
Balgen, Unole Henry. He is reported to have ssid that the Indians were helpful
to some people becanse they killed wild game for their food, This was in the
early years when the settlers were dependsnt upon the plentiful deer, turkey, and
quail. Post accounts sey that Texas Rangers end scldiers killed game for the
first settlers.

When the immigrants f£irst cams, and for years therseafter, the land around
Quihi was covered by grasses which were lmee high. Large live oak trees exlisted,
with greater numbers along the Quihi Creek. This creek has an underground water
flow through porous gravel beds, providing necessary water for the cak irees.
Mesquite trees, Ceniza, and other brush did not then exist in the area, these
growths creeping into the area as the grasses were either overgrazed or plowed
mder. Wild game, such as white-tailed deer, wild turkey, Javelina hogs, a few
bears in the hills, were plentiful., Since the immigrants had few guns end 1little
ammnition, these animels were often killed by the Texas Rangers and Soldlers to
become a source of food, and thus in about 25 years these animals were rarely
found in the Quihi area., Dy that time the land ceme under cultivation and meat
was obtailned from domestlecated animalsa.

The whole area of Medina County is not farremoved from the Chihushuan Desert
of northern Mexico, normally extending as far eastward as the Devils River near
Del Rio. But at irregular pericds of years, rainfall is deficlent and the desert
moves further eastward temporsrily. The area 1s therefor said to be on the rim of
the desert. FPFurthermore, rainfall, when it doea come, is not always at the right
time necessary for growing of crops. This is apparent when little rainfall occurs
in February, March, and April; or vhen little rainfall occurs in September, Octo-~
bar, November, as is necessary to grow range grass for winter forage for range
cattle.

The immigrants ceame from a land where they received a reasonabls amount of
snow each winter, and rainfall during the other seasons of the year. The air was
not as warm and dry back home, so that moisture did not evaporate as rapidly as
in their new home. Neither did the sun shine as long, as often, and as intensely
as in their new home. The growing sesson sterted earlier, and sometimes lasted
longer in Texas. Hence, their old farming methods were not entirely the same, and
they had to learn new methods. New crops, not knoun to thaem at their old hone,
had to be grown. further, they did not have the implementas needsd for efficient

farming.
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Often they began farming with hand power only. They had to clear a small
patch of land from the grasses and till 1t with hand hoes, and perhapes picks or
grubbing hoes. It is seid that the corn they raised the firast year wns eatan by
dear before any ears set or matured. They had no fences to protect the growing
crops from any animals. Some had oxen to plow greater areas, end these animals
were loaned or rented by different people. There were no horses for plowing and
cultivating. Gradually more land came under cultivation, and they learned about
new crope, such as sotion, and about new vegetables, such as squash. Expariments
in raising sorghum started in 1857. But the lend was new and rish, which gave - .
good crops with proper cultivation. During the Civil War many men dreve wagons
to haul materisls from Mexico, a few fought in the Confedsrate Army, and many fled
to Mexice to aveoid military service. After the Civil War scme men hired ocut to
farmers in better areas, such as New Braunfels, and received wages in com, which
they brought home to feod the hungry people. ind they also brought with them the
methods used in the othser areas, planting wheat, rye, and oats. Al) grains had a
good market at the various army garrisons in Texss, but it had to be hanled by
wagen. The nearest mill for grinding grain was said to be 50 miles away, perhaps
at New Braunfels. C. H. Guenther (Pioneer Flower Mills) in 1859 sald thers was

a amall mill in San Antonio, and built his owm mill in that year. By 1859
Harm Heinrich Balzen had 20 sores under cultivation, as is recorded in his sgree-
ment with his son Heinrich Harm.

It 18 not known when the immigrants around Quihi first started cattle ranch-
ing. Perhana there were some wild longhorns in the area, which ocould be branded
end claimed. The first cattle drive from San Antonio was organized and started
in 1854. But before then there was a hide merket in San Antonio. Quoting from
"Geyman Seed in Texas Soil®, page 1461 “Neer D'Hanis.......S. G, French noted
herds of cattle in 1849, and five years later Olmstead commented that the wealth
of the settlera there lay principally in cattle," Cattle were worth sbout $5
per head, for their hldes and tallow. The 1860 Census of Medina County gives
some indication of the numbers of beeves at that time. A tabulation of 26 persons
shows that they owned the followings 1110 acres improved land and 1673 acres of
unimproved lands; 47 horses; 4 mules or asses; 512 milech cows; 133 work oxen;
1154 other cattle; no sheep, and 182 swine.

The first house of Herm Heinrich Balzen, which is presumed to be the home of
Heinrich Harm also, was built in the method previously described of stakes sot
into the ground, plastered, and with dirt floer and thatched roof. The second
house, built by Heinrich Herm, had stone walls about 2 fset thick, wood floor,
wood shingle roof. The gquestion arlses of where the materials for thae construc-
tions were obtained. OStone was available in the locality, espealally limestone
seversl miles northward, and sandstone at a congiderably greater distance to the
south., Trees for the stake houses could be obtained from the hill country to
the north, the canyons and valleys having tall straight cedar trees, BDoards and
other lumber could be obtained from the Medina River cypreas trees, and indeed
there must have been some saw mill in the area. Later, wood planks were obtained
from San Antonio and Victoria, by oxcert. Orassses were knee-high and available
in large quantity for thatched roofs, and the twine was made from the Spanish
daggers, Yuccas, which the Indians used for meking their baskets. Thege daggers
could be roasted and spiit into strong cords. Cement, or lime, for mortar and
plaster was locally burned in crude kilns. Simply stated, a vertical hols similar
to a well was dug near the edge of a stream cliff. At the bottom of the eliff a
horizontal tunnel was dug to the well, for access and air for the fire. Ths well
was then stacked with wood and chosen limestone in the proper manner, and then
partially sealed over at the top. The fire was then started and maintained for
a pericd of some weeks, which converted the limeatone into quicklime, perbaps of
a lower quality than now available., This quicklime, when alaked with water, pro-
duces the cemantitlous lime used for mortar and plaster.
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Ihe Johannes Oefinger family, whish came in 1869, first lived in a hut nade
of mud or caliche, perhaps similar to a hogan, or an igloo, or even some old
adobe houses still atanding. The lattar required the use of planks for roofing
which may not have been available at first. A4 few had tents for shelter to bogin
with. Sush shelter wvas indeed crude and cramped, and used only until better
quertsrs could be built. living with these eruds homses wes mostly cutdoors ex-
cept for sleeping and shelter from rain or wvinter's coldest dxys. Imegine liw-
ing in a md hut similar to an igloo, where one could not stand upright on the
ingide. It had only ons entrance, no windows, & dirt floor, It must have bsen
very warm on the interior during the sumer, wet and mmid duwing perlods of rain.

Nons of thase houses had any convenlences excspt for a fireplace to heat and
sook with., ~- Perhaps the first temporary shaltsrs were lean-ios, that 18 a slop-
ing roof from the ground, covered with branchea or wvhatever wms avallsble, such
as grasses, Such a lean-to is open on 3 siden.

Tn an attempt to visualize what life was 1ike during the days of the plonesr
immigrants, one can recount somsthing of the soclal institutions sush as churches,
schools, work habits, 1ife expectancles, travel, wages, clothing, sto.

Of course, when the inmigrants first arrived in the Quihl ares, there was
nothing but a wilderness, But within é years thers was a lathersn Church organ-
izsed by Rev. Christian Oefinger, who was the supply pastor from Castroville, 10
miles swey. He organized the churches firast st Cagtroville and then at Quihi in
1852. This 1s considered to be remerkeble in view of the fact that there were no
Intharen ohurches in San Antonio wntil 1858. The population of San Antonio in
1851 was sbout 3500 persons, and in 1860 about 8000. The Catholle religion wes
establishad by the Spaniards, the missions being satablished about 1718 and later.
A Methodist Church vas started in 1851 in San Antonio. To get back to Quihi, the
people built a permanent churech building in 1854, which was used until 1914, when
a new building wes dedicated. The old building was composed of rock walls and a
roof of cedar log beams and rafters, from which the bark had baen stripped. It
had three arched windows on each sids, and a low bell tower with a peaked roof.
The old building was razed when the present church building was dedicated in 1914.

It is interesting to note that at the 125th anniversery of the Quihi Church
the afternoon services were held ocutdoors, as they were before 1854. The congre-
gation in 1977 wes arrenged in a semi-cirele under the old oak trees, as they
were before 1854. The pulpit or lectern was placed in a wagon at the apprroximate
center of the semi-cirele, and it was stated that orlginally the congregation
placed their wagons in a semi-circlse, or a circle, as protection against surprise
attacks possible from Indisns. It 1s also interesting to note that even before
1852 some missionary served the people of Castroville and Quihi, whose namea were
Rev. Kaufmsnn and Rev. G. Kleis. The first confirmands were from the families of
Stiegler, Mumme, Schumacher, Haiemn, Leinweber, Oroasenbacher, lLoesberg, and
Taschler. The family names of others who were members in 1852 were Boehle,
Goering, Haien, Gerdes, Reml, Saathoff.

Synodicel conventions were held at Quihi in 1869, 1874, and 1894, and dele-
getes were sent from Quihl to nearly every Lutheran church convention at other le-
calitiea.

Not much information is available to me about the early schools of Quihi. I
do not know how much sehooling my grandfather Herman Balzen had. He was born in
1857, and at the age of about 10 he gathered roek in the Malberry Creek for build-.
ing of the Heinrich-Harm (his father) rock houss, Evidently he did not go to
school then. I presume he could write his name. I can't remember whether or hot
he ever resad a newspaper.
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(n 28th August 1876 Heinrich Harm Balzen deeded 1200 Square varas: - about
12,000 square feet - of land to be used for a school only. This grant was: matshed
by land from M. Saathoff and from one of the Schweers famlly, at a point whare all
three ouned adjoining land, this forming a single property for a school. It ias
located on the east bank of the Quihi Creak near the point wvhere the present Quihi-
Upper Qquihi Road intersects the old Castroville Road, and to the south and west
of the present oil pipeline pumping station., The school was named the Deutsche-
Englische Schule. There my father, with his older brothers and sisters, went, to
sshool until they reached the 6th grade. This school may have been the firpt
school in the Quihi commmity. This achool building is long since not in exigt-
ence, but the rock foundations are still vigible under a large live oak trae.
Later a nevw school, which is gtil) standing but not used as a scghool, was built
at "Sturm Hil1"® (Upper Quihi).

There 13 still standing a one-room school building across the road from the
Quihi Lutheran Church., This was one of the sarly Quihi achools.

Another source of early learming, seldom mentioned, was at two places.
Pirgt, in some homes the mother of the family may have taught a 1little reading,
writing, and arithmetie, Second, the church pastor, during confirmation classes,
may have tsught some of the rudiments of lsarning beaides religion. The first
publio achool in San Antonio started in 1852,

The Centanniel Edition of the HONDO ANVIL HEROLD, May 6, 1976, had an article
about the 1860 census of Medina County. Thes following is extracted therefroms

In 1860 there were 5 Commmity or Common schools in the ocounty, one
elementary school, snd one Academy. There were 162 students taught
by 7 teachers.

Wages in 1860 in Medina County weres

Farm hand - $12.50 per month plus board

Day laborer - $.50 per dsy plus board or $1.00 per day without board
Carpanter - $1.50 per day without board

Domestic - $2,00 per week with board

Crops - average yield 30 bushela corn per acre

Note - A day's labor consisted of 10 to 12 hours work.

From the records of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Quihi, for the first
50 years, 1852 - 1902, I have tabulated the deaths which occurred. These tabu~
lations sre of actual funerals held by the pastors, and do not show the usual
deaths per 1000 of population. The results ares

Number of baptisms: 940

Age al death: No. of deatha in years 1852-1902 2 of fotal
0 to 10 days 24 13.3
11 days to 1 year of age 35 19.5
1 year to 5 years inclusive 32 17.8
6 years to 10 years " 9 5.0
11. years to 20 years " 9 20
21 years to 30 years " 10 5.5
31 years to 40 years " 7 3.9
41 yeara to 50 years 7 3.9
51 years to 60 years " 11 6.1
61 years to 70 yeara " 17 A
71 years to 80 years " 12 6.7
41 years up -2 —2a3
180 100.0



This tsbulatlon shows agein what has been reported hy many before, that
snfent death rates were very high. It also shows how little help the mothers hadi
in obtaining the knowledge snd neceasities for babies and very young children.
The hard times saperianced by the pecple were partioularly harsh on the very
young. Particular notice is taken of the 32,8% of the decaased who never reached
an age of one year, and 50.6% who did not reasch the age of 6 years, Thesze 91
who did not reach the sge of 6 years are 9,7% of those who were baptized. A
very sad commentary upon the hard lives of the plonsers around Quihi.

The hard times which the pioneer immigrants endured lasted for many years.
But graduslly timea got a little better. As the years passed, they learmed to
adjust to the new olimate snd soil, and began to grow crops which sustained them,
and to raise cattle uhich brought in a 1ittle needed cash. The Indian depreda-
tiona and thievery decreassd, until about 1875 the danger no longer existed. And
in 1882-1883 the Southern Pacifie Railroad was built through Dunlay, about 6
miles from Quihi. The reilrvad gradually gave the ploneers more contaot with the
outside world, espscially providing ocutlets for oash crops which they could
raise.

In order that the general times might be better understood, I have quoted
the following from a scrapbock of plctures and events in San Antonio @uring the
lagt 100 years. It is titled "™00Oth Aaniversary PIONEER FLOUR MILLS 1851-1951,"
published by the Naylor Go. of San Antonio, Texas$

Year of 1851t San Antonie had a population of about 3500 and wes an important
military hesdquarters. Its commission merchants were dealing in
hides and wool. The plazas were cempgrounds.. The U.3, Garrison
was quartered on Military Plaza (Plaza del Presidio).

1852t The first public achool was started on the north side of Mili-
tary Flaza. The San Antonio Schuetzen Versin (Rifle Club) was

organized.

1853: Urpuline Academy became the firast boarding school for girls,
and wes the second school for girls in Texas. -- It became an
offense to allow hogs to run at large.- The temperature went
down to 12 F. - A newspaper "Western Texan® was published in S.A.

18541 An agricultural fair was held at the San Pedro Springs. - The
firat cattle drive from San Antonio was made. Being succesaful,
others were started.

1855t Streets were unlighted, and people carriaed mperm oil lanterns
or candles. - Indian depredations were frequant and close to the

elty.

18561 In January streets were "half a leg" deep in md., - The oity pop-
ulation had grown to over 7000. Bexar County assessment 1ists
showed that there were 1079 aslaves. Attempta to escape were rare.
Sunday horse races, cockfights, and fandangoes prevalled.

18573 The first stage coach started for San Diego. Mall from Sen Dlego
arrived here in 26% days. Bill Hart, notorious desperado, snd two
compenions were killed on Alamo Street by a Vigilance Committee.
The first experiments in ralsing sorghum here were started. A
voluntary Fire Department was founded.

18581 Four horae thieves were hanged near Misaion San Jose. - The Cer-
man-English School was started. Trade with Mexico was important
to the sconomy of the city. San Antonlo was beooming an lmmense
hide market. - St. Marks Episcopal Church building was begun.
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1859:

1860

1861
18653

18701
18728

1877
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San Antonio popalation was over 8000. Llandowners complained for
relief from herds of wild, unfenced oattls, Governor Sen Houston
tried to "save the city for the Union,"® Indians were on the war~
path, and citlzens had to join together to drive them back west.

U.S. troope marched out of San Aptonio and Joined the Union Forces.

On 19th June the U.S. Army announced the fresdom of slaves -
#Juneteenth.™

The population of San Antonic was over 12,000. Tndiens killed a
voman and children in Bandera County. A child vas stolen in
Llano. A wagonmaster was killed peer Fort Masom.

Thare was an Indlan fight near Hondo, the Indians using breech
loading rifles.

100 ysara ago at this writing. The first train of the G H.&S8. A,
Raliroad {(now S.P.) arrived in San Antonio. In celebration,
8000 people marched through town in & torehlight perade, and
celebrations lasted 2 daysa.
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