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Crews subdued the fire from the oil train derailment in Mosier, Ore., by the morning of Saturday, June 4, 2016.
Cleanup on the oil spill and charred rail cars continued into the weekend.
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A train carrying Bakken crude derailed Friday afternoon near Hood River Friday afternoon, sparking a large fire
and forcing a nearby school to evacuate.

What Happened




The 96-car Union Pacific train was carrying Bakken crude oil headed for Tacoma, Washington, when it is believed
to have experienced a braking issue and derailed near Mosier, Oregon, about 70 miles east of Portland.

The latest information from officials indicates 16 train cars derailed, four caught fire and some exploded. It sent
black smoke into the sky, closed nearby highways and caused evacuations.

How It Happened

The exact cause of the derailment isn’t yet known.

The Oregon Department of Transportation has released an inspection report for the track where the incident
occurred, which revealed a number of issues but no actual violations.

Crews are removing rail cars from the site Saturday. When the rail cars cool, oil will be offloaded from the
remaining rail cars to tank trucks, according to ODOT.

What Is Bakken Crude?

Bakken crude is more hazardous to move than other types of oil because it’s highly flammable. Crews have to wait
for the oil to burn, cool down and then apply a fire suppression foam. During that time, explosions are possible. The
fire was extinguished as of Saturday morning and ODOT reopened Interstate 84.

New federal regulations about transporting crude oil recently eliminated a rule that required oil companies to file
notices about crude, including the amount, its intended route and the frequency of its travel.

ODOT has since created a rule that requires railroads to file quarterly reports detailing shipments of hazardous
materials. This was the first major event since lawmakers approved funding for a hazardous materials incident plan
last year.

Possible Effect On Vancouver Terminal

If approved, a proposed oil terminal called the Vancouver Energy Project would be the largest oil-by-rail terminal in
the country, based in the Port of Vancouver.

It could move 360,000 barrels of Bakken crude oil from North Dakota, through the Columbia River Gorge and onto
ships bound for refineries on the West Coast.

What Will This Cost?

A new report from the Washington Attorney General’s office shows an oil spill on the Columbia River could cause
$170 million in damages.

Initial reports from the train derailment in Mosier say it didn’t cause any oil to go into Rock Creek or the Columbia
River, but crews set up absorbent booms in the event that oil makes its way to those bodies of water. The
Washington Department of Ecology indicated that a sheen was visible six feet offshore in the Columbia River at the
mouth of Rock Creek.

The report shows that a similar incident could spill up to 850,000 gallons of crude. The worst place for a spill is the
Bonneville Dam, according to the report, because the turbines would mix the crude oil into the river water killing
more fish and wildlife.




