Brett Spearing
591 Timber Lane

Frankfort, Illinois 60423

September 30, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW

Washington, DC 20423 

RE: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Proposed Acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad by Canadian National

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:
I am a resident of Frankfort Illinois, and I formally oppose the proposed Canadian National Railway acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad.  It is my hope that the Surface Transportation Board will more thoroughly consider the costs associated with the proposed plan and mitigation necessary  if the acquisition is approved and who should pay for it.
The Cost to US Taxpayers
In the Draft EIS it is acknowledged that there will be significant costs associated with the acquisition outside of the purchase cost of CN to EJ&E.   The draft EIS points out problem congestion areas,  increased noise pollution and a projected decrease in property value for those who own property along the tracks.  These issues will require infrastructure changes to mitigate the negative effects of the proposed 400% increase in train traffic.  The question I implore you to consider is, Who should pay for this necessary infrastructure?  The draft EIS does not address this issue and I hope that the final EIS will incorporate language requiring CN to pay the majority of these costs.  CN is the company that will gain financially from this transaction and I feel it is the obligation of the board to keep the taxpayers of this country, the state of Illinois and the cities, villages and townships directly effected in mind when preparing the final EIS.  Someone will need to pay for underpasses, grade separations, sound barriers and track improvements, to name a few, in order to deal with the negative environmental impact of this proposed deal.  As a tax payer and homeowner with property next to the tracks, I will be forced to shoulder a large portion of this cost if the final EIS does not state that CN needs to pay for any of the necessary infrastructure changes.  In a time when the tax payers of this country are saddled with more than their fair share of domestic problems I think it would be a mistake to give a Canadian company with 4.97 billion (2007 gross operating profit from portfolio.com) in profits in 2007 a pass on paying for the necessary infrastructure changes that the proposed transaction will require.  

There is a lot of cost wrapped up in this proposed acquisition outside of the sale price and  I implore the STB to consider this when preparing the final EIS.  I ask that language be added requiring CN to pay for the mitigation necessary to limit the environmental impact of this proposed acquisition.        
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
Sincerely,

Brett Spearing
