October 7 2008

._To:‘ ; ",3'Joe Gawnskr Manader '-ttv'of Moses Lake

From: BrrgLTernple Columbra Basln Rarlroad

’Re: Opposition to Odell‘ Crittenden’s Application to Amend the Comprehensiue Plan or Development
' _Requlation'-for;parcels'on the so’tjth side of Road 4 NW

l:am wntrng to you on: behalf of Columbra Basrn Rarlroad in- support of-the. Port. of Moses Lake’s recent letter to the City of
Moses Lake opposrng Mr‘ OdeII Cnttenden s Applrcahon to: Amend he: Comprehensrve Plan.of Development Regulation”™ -
v & 'of Road 4 NW, Moses'Lake:: WA. The:request -
_(by Mr. Cnttenden) to amend the: comprehensrve plan would chang___: he land use: from light: rndustnal to: resrdentral and
could Jeopardrze plans relatrng to both: Segments 1 and 4 of the Northern Columbra Basrn Railroad: Prolect

This railroad prolect serves an |mportant and vital economic development and publrc purpose (rmprovmg freight mobility,
creatrng jobs, elc.).in-Washington. State, and would do the following:
- Extend: and enhance railroad access to vital industries in the Northern Columbra Basin area (around Moses Lake).
;_ ’c::. ‘Anewrail segment (Segment 1) would:be: constructed’ from the: Gr_a_nt County Int. ‘Airport-to. Wheeler.
~A‘new rail-segment (Segment-2)« would'be. constructed to extend rarl serhce to the- lndustrral Park on the east.
‘side of the Grant County: International Airport. s SRR -
¢ Anexisting rail segment (Segmenl 3).would'be refurbished‘anid |mproved
e It would greatly improve freight mobility and economic development opportunities in- the Moses Lake area and support
the overall freight mobility plan of Washington State.
o [t would eliminate several at-grade rail crossings within the Clty of Moses Lake, and open up water front property for
trarls and othertourism developments. . :

An exrstrng Tail segment (Segment 4) would be converted |nto a trall (when Segment 1is completed)

"‘.As a result Columbra Basrn Rarlroad 8 opposed o the above mentloned rezone appltcatron (WhICh could adversely tmpact
the rarlroad prolect) for the: foIIowrng reasons: ... o S

1) The Port of Moses Lake is proposrng to construct a new:' ‘
rail line (known as Segment 1°of the Northemn Columbia
Basin Railroad Project} near- and-across' a portion of the:
southwest portron of the property (see map at right). -7

cThereis currentlv a proposal that is being finalized by the

_ ‘Surface:  Transportation -Board(STB) to approve:

-~ construction and. operational authonthor this. project. The.

Port's plan and'the proposed:routing for-this rail lirie has |

- been well-publicized.for the past couple of years, including

a Public Open House hosted by the STB and Washington ;
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) in July of

2007, and followed by a presentation by WSDOT to the

* Moses Lake City Council-in October.of 2007. '




Ty the Port of Moses Lake s plans hay

o “Road: and contrnurng to. thel;east srde of the Arrport '

. R el

s | "-_;_For the reasons above as well as the cr _
© Moses |ake and:Grant-Count ty, -we: strong urge-thie:City of

j nrftoant pubtrc doltars (nearly .$2:mr||ton) have atready'
v '=_been expended-for.the: desrgn engmeerrng and.environmental assessment by the STB and WSDOT for this: project. It

o ' would be contrary. 10 public policy for the City of Moses Lake to reclassify this land (which is located within the area of

- Segment- 1-of the. Northern> Columbia Basin. Railroad Project) to residential. especially when the City Council and
- planning. authorities are well aware of & planned industrial use by the STB, WSDOT and fhe Port of Moses Lake. Ona
_"retated riote, there.is- already: significant’ tndustnat development in_this: area; and a resident |a| classrfrcatron rs ctearly_

urncompatrble and |nconsrstent wrth current uses and future plan .and should not-be. approved -

.We and other affecte stakehoiders: such as the.-Port of Moses Lake -Gran

o _Cit ty. Councr tn addrtron in October of: 2007 the. Cr ty Councrl voted-to support the Northern Columbra Basrn Railroad

Project,. mctudrng the new route'.to. ‘be along -the “Wheeler- Corridor. Furthermore he City of Moses  Lake
.correspondence in‘Eebruary.of 2008 supported the constructron of bo h: Segments 1 & 2. bet tween Wheeler to Strattord

'_4_):,-;_We have met with the Catv of'Moses Lake several trmes' over the past three years about thss ororect and have mdrcated - " :
- and reiterated to the City of Moses 1 ake that the Segment 1 bypass foutesmust be completed in orderfor the Colunibia“ =~ -

"~ Basin Railioad to be able 0" [ease or-sell Segment 4 to the City of Moses-Lake {o corivert into.a pathi or frail, thus

o f,elrrnrnatrnq several at-grade rail crossings within the City-of Moses Lake, and opening up water front:property for trails

- and other tourism. devetopments 1f: Segment 1-cannot tbe: complet ted, then it will be critical that rail service continue on
a Segment 4 so that companres around he Grant Coun y Internatronal Arrport will not be cut off from access to rarl

__--Wrth fuel prrces oontznumq to: stav retatrvetv high, and qreater concems being expressed about ctrmate chanqe havrnq
~-access. to.fail is becommq mcreasrnqty important.for. com@nres and businesses: as trerqht trains are. more than three

o "'5trmes as tuel efftcren tias trucks and only: produce ti3 of the qreenhouse qas emrssrons as trucks O

__,g rarl for economrc devel N ) vcrea ing new JObS in. "
ses Lake to deny’ the: above, mentroned request to “Amend
the Comprehensrve Planor Deveiopment Regula ron to change he Iand use trom Irght mdustrral to: resrden ial for parcels
170542000 and 190681000 o J . : ; .‘ , :

rmportance ot hj

S Fhank you for your consrderatron of thrs request

CoBrigTemple 2
< ‘President.. SR

-DC etc) were no q;ven':the e



