
Hogan 
Lovells 

September 12, 2019 

By Electronic Filing 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
T +1 202 637 5600 
F +1 202 637 5910 
www.hoganlovells.com 

Re: Union Pacific Railroad Company and Jackson County, Missouri-Abandonment 
Exemption - ln Jackson County, Missouri; STB Docket No. 33 (Sub No. 342X) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced docket is the Environmental/Historic Report 
prepared in anticipation of Union Pacific Railroad Company and Jackson County, Missouri jointly 
filing a petition for exemption to abandon Union Pacific's lines of track in Jackson County, Missouri. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn Kraska 

Associate 
Carolyn.Kraska@hoganlovells.com 
D +1 202 637 4649 

Hogan Lovells US LLP Is a limited liability partnership registered In lhe District of Columbia "Hogan Lovells" Is an lntemauonal legal pracHce that lndudes Hogan Lovells US 
LLP and Hogan Lovells lnlemalional LLP. with offices In . Allcante Amsterdam Baltimore Beijing Birmingham Boston Brussels Colorado Springs Denver Dubai Dusseldorf 
Frankfurt Hamburg Hanoi Ho Chi Minh City Hong Kong Houston Johannesburg Lendon Los Angeles Luxembourg Madrid Mexico Clty Miami Milan Minneapolis 
Monterrey Moscow Munich New YDtk Northem Virginia Parts Perth Philadelphia Rome San Frandsco sao Paulo Shanghai Silicon Valley Singapore Sydney Tokyo 
Warsaw Washington, D C. Asso6ated Offices· Budapest Jakarta Riyadh Shanghai FTZ Ulaanbaatar Zagreb. Business Service Centers Johannesburg Louisville. 
Legal Services Center; Be<1in For more lnfonnation see www.hoganlovells.com 
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Hogan 
Lovells 

ALL AGENCIES SHOWN ON THE 
ATIACHED SERVICE LIST 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
T +1 202 637 5600 
F +1 202 637 5910 
www.hoganlovells.com 

Re: Jackson County, Missouri - Abandonment Exemption 
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-1278X 

To Whom It May Concern: 

July 23, 2019 

This letter is to advise you that Jackson County, Missouri ("Jackson County"), doing business as 
Rock Island Rail Corridor Authority, intends to file for the abandonment of the segment of its lines of 
railroad formerly operated by Union Pacific Railroad extending between Milepost 288.3 and Milepost 
270.6 in Jackson County, Missouri (the "Subject Line"). The Subject Line is in United States Postal 
Service ZIP Codes 64063, 64081, 64082, 64086, 64129, 64133, 64138, and 64139. A map of the 
Subject Line is attached as Exhibit A. 

Jackson County plans to seek Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authorization for its 
abandonment through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR § 
1152.50 on or about September 30, 2019 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-1278X. 

Based upon information in Jackson County's possession, the Subject Line does not contain federally 
granted rights of way. Any documentation in Jackson County's possession will be made available 
promptly to those requesting it. Jackson County intends to preserve the right of way through rail 
banking and interim trail use. Jackson County believes that rail banking and interim trail use is in the 
public interest. 

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since well before Jackson County acquired 
the lines in 2015. Jackson County does not believe that there are any alternatives to the proposed 
action. Although the line is unusable condition, Jackson County intends to remove and sell or 
dispose of the remaining track and track material. Jackson County believes removal of such 
remaining material, and rail banking and interim trail use will not have a significant effect upon the 
environment or any historic preservation effects. Even if Jackson County were to consummate the 
abandonment, it believes that the abandonment would not have a significant effect upon the 
environment or historic preservation effects. 



-2-

In advance of preparing an environmental and historic report as required by applicable STB 
regulations, we are consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours regarding any concerns 
which they may have as to environmental and historic preservation effects of the proposed 
abandonment. 

We would appreciate an expression from you by August 23, 2019 that, within the area of your 
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment would have a significant effect upon the 
environment or historical preservation of the area (or expressing any concerns that you have). If you 
have any questions about the railroad's proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call 
me at (202) 637-4649. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Best regards, 

Carolyn Gaut Kraska 

Associate 
carolyn.kraska@hoganlovells.com 
D +1 202 637 8568 
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AGENCY SERVICE LIST 

Missouri Dept. of Transportation 
Kansas City District 
600 NE Colbern Rd. 
Lee's Summit, MO 64086 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
Division of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
Kansas City Regional Office 
12405 SE Ranson Rd. 
Lees Summit, MO 64082 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Midwest Region 
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1659 East Elm Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City District 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Blue Springs Service Center 
1972 NW Copper Oaks Cir. 
Blue Springs, MO 64015-8300 

National Geodetic Survey/NOAA 
Communications and Outreach Branch 
NOAA, N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
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EXHIBIT A 
Map 
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Hogan 
Lovells 

August29, 2019 

ALL AGENCIES SHOWN ON THE 
ATIACHED SERVICE LIST 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20004 
T +1 202 637 5600 
F +1202637 5910 
www.hoganloveUs.com 

Re: Union Pacific Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption 
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 33 (Sub-No 342X) 

Jackson County, Missouri - Abandonment Exemption 
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-1278X 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We wrote to you on July 23, 2019 to advise you that Jackson County, Missouri ("Jackson County"), 
doing business as Rock Island Rail Corridor Authority, intended to file for the abandonment of the 
segment of its lines of railroad extending between Milepost 288.3 and Milepost 270.6 in Jackson 
County, Missouri (the "Subject Line"). The Subject Line is in United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 
64063, 64081, 64082, 64086, 64129, 64133, 64138, and 64139. A map of the Subject Line is 
attached as Exhibit A. 

This letter is to inform you of two procedural changes unrelated to whether the abandonment would 
have a significant effect upon the environment or historical preservation. 

First, Union Pacific Railroad Company and Jackson County will jointly seek abandonment 
authorization. Second, the abandonment authorization will be sought pursuant to a petition for 
exemption pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and 49 CFR Part 1121 . 

If you have any questions about the railroad's proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, 
please call or email Carolyn Kraska at (202) 637-4649 / carolyn.kraska@hoganlovells.com 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Best regards, 

e sica Bartlett 
ransportation Specialist 

D +1 202 637 6812 

Hogan Lovells US LLP s a ~mited •ability partnership registeted ,. lhe O,stnct of Columbia ·Hogan Lovells' ts an intemahonal legal practice that lndudes Hogan Lovells US 
LLP and Hogan Lovells tntetnahonal LLP, with offices In Aficante Amsterdam Baltimore Beijing Birmingham Boston Bnlssels Colorado Springs Oenver Oubai Ousselclorf 
Frankfurt Hamburg Hanoi Ho Chi Minh Clty Hong Kong Houston Johannesburg London Los Angeles Luaembourg Madnd Me,ico Oly Miami Milan MonneapoCis 
Monterrey Moscow tA!nieh New Yoril Northern Virginia Pans Penh Ptuladelphia Rome San Francisco S.1o Paulo Shanghai S,licon Valley Singapore Sydney Tokyo 
Warsaw Washington. 0 C Assodated Offices Budapest Jakarta Riyadh Shanghai FTZ Ulaanbaatar Zagreb. Business Service Centers Johannesburg Louisville 
Legal Services Center Serttn For more lnfonnation see www.hoganlovells oom 



AGENCY SERVICE LIST 

Missouri Dept. of Transportation 
Kansas City District 
600 NE Colbern Rd. 
Lee's Summit, MO 64086 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
Division of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City. MO 65102 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
Kansas City Regional Office 
12405 SE Ranson Rd. 
lees Summit, MO 64082 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Midwest Region 
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990 
Bloomington. MN 55437-1458 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1659 East Elm Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City District 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Blue Springs Service Center 
1972 NW Copper Oaks Cir. 
Blue Springs. MO 64015-8300 

National Geodetic Survey/NOAA 
Communications and Outreach Branch 
NOAA. N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 
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August 27, 2019 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Attn: Carolyn Gaut Kraska 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

dnr.mo.gov 

RE: SHPO Number: 003-MLT-15- Abandonment Exemption, Surface Transportation 
Board Docket No. AB-l 278X, Jackson County, Missouri 

Dear Ms. Gaut Kraska: 

Thank you for submitting the additional monitoring report requested by my office, regarding the 
above-referenced project, for our records pursuant to Section I 06 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (P.L. 89-665, as amended) and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's 
regulation 36 CFR Part 800, which require identification and evaluation of cultural resources. 

Based on the information in our fi le, all stipulations under the 2014 memorandum of agreement 
for mitigation of this project have been previously fulfi lled; therefore, the Missouri State Historic 
Preservation Office's concerns have been fu lly addressed. 

Please be advised that, if the project area is increased, cultural materials are encountered during 
construction or adjacent areas that may contain significant cultural resources may be adversely 
impacted, appropriate information must be provided to this office for further review and 
comment. 



Ms. Gaut Kraska 
Page 2 

If you have any questions please write Missouri Department of Natural Resources, State Historic 
Preservation Office, Attn: Review and Compliance, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri 
65102, or call Arny Rubingh (573) 751 -4589. Please be sure to include the SHPO Project 
Number (003-MLT-15) on all future correspondence relating to this project. 

Sincerely, 

ST A TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

Toni M. Prawl, PhD 
Director and Deputy 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

TMP:ar 
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Rock Island Corridor Shared Use Path Project

Federal Highway Administration

TranSystems (614) 433-7800

Amber Taylor, RPA (614) 433-7800

1105 Schrock Road, Suite 400
Columbus, Ohio 43229

Jackson

Begins south of Stadium Drive, Kansas City, Mo. Terminates in Lee's Summit, Missouri Various cities throughout Jackson Co.

Independence

2015 Beginning: 49N, End:47N Beginning:33W, End:31W Beginning:24, End:21

The Rock Island Corridor Shared Use Path Project is composed of approximately 16.5 miles of the historic Rock Island & Pacific
Railroad corridor extending from just south of Stadium Drive, Kansas City, Missouri, southeast to the proposed terminus near
Hamblen Road in Lee’s Summit, Missouri (milepost 287 at Stadium Drive, Kansas City, MO to milepost 270.6 northwest of
Greenwood, MO). This specific section of the route was originally part of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad (St. Louis
Subdivision), which ran from Kansas City to St. Louis. This portion of the historic corridor stretches through Lee's Summit,
Raytown, Knobtown, and Kansas City,MO, in Jackson County, Missouri.



The ground is part of an existing rail line. This ground has been significantly disturbed through initial installation of the rail line
including grading.

✔

�

✔

✔

✔ ✔
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1901  1902 (Grading completed to Eldon)  1904
Original map from The Railroad Gazette 1904 
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DEPART T OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

March 1, 2017 

Amber Taylor 
Tran Systems 
1105 Schrock Road, Suite 400 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

, r I ~ 

Re: Rock Island Corridor, Kansas City to Lee's Summit (FHWA-RTP) Jackson County, Missouri 

Dear Ms. Taylor: 

Thank you for submitting information on the above referenced project for our review pursuant to Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (P.L. 89-665, as amended) and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation's regulation 36 CFR Part 800, which requires identification and evaluation of cultural 
resources. 

We have reviewed the information provided concerning the proposed Rock Island Corridor Shared Use 
Path Project. We concur with the Area of Potential Effect (APE) as proposed. We also concur that the 
archaeological investigation has confirmed that the project corridor has been extensively disturbed, and 
that no further archaeological studies are warranted. Finally, we concur that there is the potential for 
historic properties, including the rail road corridor, and that a formal historic and architectural survey 
should be conducted. 

Please be advised that, should project plans change, information documenting the revisions should be 
submitted to th is office for further review. In the event that cultural materials are encountered during 
project activities, all construction should be halted, and this office notified as soon as possible in order to 
determine the appropriate course of action. 

If you have any questions, please write Judith Deel at State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 or call 573/751-7862. Please be sure to include the SHPO Log Number 
(113..JA-17) on all future correspondence or inquiries relating to this project. 

Sincerely, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

~M,~ 
Toni M. Prawl, Ph.D. 
Director and Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer 

TMP:jd 

c Raegan Ball , FHWA 
Roopa Banerjee, FHWA 
Michael Meinkoth, MoDOT 
Dawn Fredrickson, DNR/MSP 

Promoting, Protecting and Enjoying our Natural Resources. Learn more at dnr.mo.gov 
0 



Phase I Cultural Resources Report: History and Architecture 

Rock Island Corridor Shared Use Path 
Jackson County 

Kansas City to Lee’s Summit 
MP 287.0 to 270.5 

 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
Jackson County Missouri 

 
 

Prepared by: 
Architectural & Historical Research, LLC 

Kansas City, MO 
March 28, 2017 
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The St. Louis, Kansas City & Colorado Railroad Construction Map 
 

 

Railroad Gazette
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Map depicting the scope of rail lines owned and operated by the  
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company (1905) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A list of the stations in Missouri that were located along the STKC&CRR, 
as part of the Rock Island 

Annual Report of the 
 Railroad and Warehouse Commissioners of the State of Missouri, for the year Ending June 30, 1906, 
 

−



Left: A rare EMC-AB6 
manufactured expressly for the 
Rock Island by the Electro-Motive 
Corporation (EMC) was capable of 
pulling additional cars. This 
Doodlebug ran between Eldon and 
St. Louis until 1959.

 

 
 
 
Right: A final picture of the Doodlebug on the last 
day of service as the train headed west toward 
Kansas City from Eldon. The metal guards over the 
windows protected the engineer from prairie 
chickens and tree limbs along the line. 

 



 





 
Excavation for the line near Raytown, 

Missouri. 



 
 

Plan for a standard Rock Island combination freight and passenger depot. 
 This plan was used for the South Lee station. 

 
 



 
The Vale depot and tunnel (1911). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Left: The Vale tunnel (c. 1914)  

 
A 1957 USGS map showing the Vale area. 

 

 



 
The 1915 Valuation Map of Vale. 

 



 
 
 
 
  
Left: A train at the Raytown Depot 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A c. 1960s photograph of the depot at Raytown. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Selection from a 1973 Rock Island track chart 
showing Leeds as a major railroad junction. 



 
Two examples of rail typical in the study area, manufactured by the Illinois Steel Co.



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The deck plate girder bridge over Haw Creek, similar to the crossing at the Little Blue. 
This design was typical of the line. 

Railway Age  

 



 
 

Longitudinal section, elevation and overhead view of the  
standard concrete and I-beam bridges in the study area. 

The Railroad Gazette

 
 

A cross-section plan of a ballasted timber trestle 
bridge. 



 
 

Standard tunnel plans for tunnels on the line. 

The Railway Age  





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Standard plans for concrete arch culverts and cattle passes used on the line. 

The Railroad Gazette



A detail of the timber trestle Raytown Road bridge, located near Railroad Street and 64th Street. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overhead bridge at 63rd Street near Raytown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The I-470 overhead bridge near Vale. 



 
 
 
 
The whistle post near SW 
Longview Road and SW 
Santa Fe Drive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Left: The switchbox observed near SW Percels and SW   
 Ward roads. Electrical  components have been removed. 

Right: Identification plate on this structure.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A diagram of a standard tell tale device (left) and the tell tale located near the tunnel at Vale (right). 

Maintenance of Way Cyclopedia  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Switch track lever and detail of manufacturer markings on this structure. 

Freight bumping post and detail of manufacturer markings. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concrete platform near the South Lee area (MP 272). 
 
 

 

Concrete platform with posts near the South Lee area (MP 272). 
 

















Certificate of Service 

I, Carolyn Kraska, hereby certify that on September 12, 2019, a true and correct copy of the 
Environmental and Historic Report was sent via Federal Express to the following: 

Missouri Dept. of Transportation 
Kansas City District 
600 NE Colbern Rd. 
Lee's Summit, MO 64086 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
Division of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
Kansas City Regional Office 
12405 SE Ranson Rd. 
Lee's Summit, MO 64082 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 7 
11201 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Midwest Region 
5600 American Blvd. West, Suite 990 
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458 

Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1659 East Elm Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

US Anny Corps of Engineers 
Kansas City District 
601 E. 12th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Carolyn Kraska 

National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Blue Springs Service Center 
1972 NW Copper Oaks Cir. 
Blue Springs, MO 64015-8300 

National Geodetic Survey/NOAA 
Communications and Outreach Branch 
NOAA, N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 

Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse 
Commissioner's Office 
State Capitol Building, Room 125 
P.O. Box809 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0809 
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