
Office of Economics 

Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

April 30, 2018 
Sungsu Yoon 
Associate Regional Planner 

900 Wilshire Blvd 

Ste. 1700 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Re: Waybill Request WB18-ll 

Dear Sungsu Yoon: 

The Surface Transportation Board (STB) has received your request under 49 C.F.R. § 

1244.9(c) of March 27, 2018 for permission to access the confidential Carload Waybill Sample 
(CCWS) with masked revenues. Your request explained that the requested data would be used 

for the analysis of regional freight flows and upgrades to the regional demand forecast model. 
Specifically, you requested the 2016 CCWSs, all fields and records, and masked revenues. Your 
request explained that these particular data were required in order to more accurately reflect city­
level rail flows. Notice of your request was published in the Federal Register on April 2, 2018, 
and no objections were received. 

I will grant access to a more limited set of data. I have granted narrower access because 
your request, which proposes a regional analysis, justifies access to regional CCWS data but 
does not provide a basis for you to receive access to nationwide CCWS data. Specifically, you 

will have access to the CCWS data pertaining to traffic that was originated, terminated, 
interchanged in, or that passed through California, with masked revenues, for 2016. This data 
may only be used for the purpose detailed in your request. This approval becomes effective 
when signed agreements from the individuals listed below are received by the STB: 

a) Sungsu Yoon - Southern California Association of Governments

b) Steve Owens - !HS Global, Inc. 

The expiration date for this agreement is April 30, 2019. Unless you seek and obtain a 
renewal from the STB, this agreement upon expiration obligates you to return or destroy all 
copies of the data (see item 6 of the agreement). 

Several aspects of the CCWS limit the conclusions that may be drawn from analysis of 
the CCWS: 1) the CCWS is a sample, and 2) the CCWS is based on terminating shipments from 

relatively large carriers. Only those railroads with more than 4,500 annual terminating carloads 
are included in the sample. The limited sampling of small railroads may have a substantial effect 
on studies covering areas served predominately by non-sampled railroads. For additional 
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Waybill Agreement WB18-11 

I have read and understand the conditions for release of the CCWS data. I agree to 
comply fully with these conditions and the provisions of this confidentiality agreement. No later 
than thirty days before the agreement expires, I will request an extension of this agreement, if 
necessary. If no extension is requested, I will return or destroy all CCWS data and certify that I 
have done so. I have the authority to sign this agreement. 



Waybill Agreement WB18-ll 

I have read and understand the conditions for release of the CCWS data. I agree to 
comply fully with these conditions and the provisions of this confidentiality agreement. No later 
than thirty days before the agreement expires, I will request an extension of this agreement, if 

necessary. If no extension is requested, I will return or destroy all CCWS data and certify that I 
have done so. I have the authority to sign this agreement. 




