
RE: Final Scope of Study : Tongue River Railroad Construction Project  (FD 
30186)  
Catherine Nadals  to: Terence Clouthier 03/25/2013 11:04 AM

Cc:
"abonogofsky@gmail.com", "acole@savingplaces.org", 
"Summerville, Alan", "Barbara.Ranf@bnsf.com", 
"Brandonsazue@hotmail.com", "brhodd1@yahoo.com", 

Hi Terry,

The Final Scope simply addresses the concerns of the individuals, agencies and tribes that submitted 
comments during the scoping period.  

We certainly understand that there are tribes other than the Northern Cheyenne Tribe that have ancestral 
connections to the Tongue River project area.  Therefore, we will be working with all of the tribes that 
have expressed concerns about sacred sites that may be impacted by the proposed project.

-Cathy

Catherine Nadals
Environmental Protection Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
Washington, DC 20423
(202) 245-0293

Terence Clouthier 03/25/2013 10:47:52 AMThis Final Scope is more than a little misleading....

From: Terence Clouthier <tclouthier@standingrock.org>
To: "Catherine.Nadals@stb.dot.gov" <Catherine.Nadals@stb.dot.gov>, "cvaughn@achp.gov" 

<cvaughn@achp.gov>, "ngabriel@achp.gov" <ngabriel@achp.gov>, "wdancingfeather@achp.gov" 
<wdancingfeather@achp.gov>, "dlanders@blm.gov" <dlanders@blm.gov>, "swilmoth@mt.gov" 
<swilmoth@mt.gov>, "msant@blm.gov" <msant@blm.gov>, "sfindlay@blm.gov" 
<sfindlay@blm.gov>, "d1melton@blm.gov" <d1melton@blm.gov>, "dcoburn@steptoe.com" 
<dcoburn@steptoe.com>, "Matthew.Jones@BNSF.com" <Matthew.Jones@BNSF.com>, 
"Scott.castleberry@bnsf.com" <Scott.castleberry@bnsf.com>, "Barbara.Ranf@bnsf.com" 
<Barbara.Ranf@bnsf.com>, "mission@imt.net" <mission@imt.net>, 
"Shannon.l.johnson@usace.army.mil" <Shannon.l.johnson@usace.army.mil>, 
"joel.o.ames@usace.army.mil" <joel.o.ames@usace.army.mil>, 
"Matthew.t.mccullor@usace.army.mil" <Matthew.t.mccullor@usace.army.mil>, 
"Todd.N.Tillinger@usace.army.mil" <Todd.N.Tillinger@usace.army.mil>, "laxline@mt.gov" 
<laxline@mt.gov>, "mfix@rangeweb.net" <mfix@rangeweb.net>, "Erica.Jones@ars.usda.gov" 
<Erica.Jones@ars.usda.gov>, "swilmoth@mt.gov" <swilmoth@mt.gov>, 
"John.robinson@cheyennenation.com" <John.robinson@cheyennenation.com>, 
"conrad.fisher@cheyennenation.com" <conrad.fisher@cheyennenation.com>, 
"Esevone1@yahoo.com" <Esevone1@yahoo.com>, "Yulberton@yahoo.com" 
<Yulberton@yahoo.com>, "williamb@crownations.net" <williamb@crownations.net>, 
"burtonpot@crownations.net" <burtonpot@crownations.net>, "richardwc@crownations.net" 
<richardwc@crownations.net>, "clairsgreen@yahoo.com" <clairsgreen@yahoo.com>, 
"ostnrranrd@gwtc.net" <ostnrranrd@gwtc.net>, "mahpiyamaza@yahoo.com" 
<mahpiyamaza@yahoo.com>, "wanapeyanajica@gmail.com" <wanapeyanajica@gmail.com>, 
Waste'Win Young <wyoung@standingrock.org>, "steve.vance@crst-nsn.gov" 
<steve.vance@crst-nsn.gov>, "dana.dupris@crst-nsn.gov" <dana.dupris@crst-nsn.gov>, 
"Inthewoods@lakotanetwork.com" <Inthewoods@lakotanetwork.com>, "kevin.keckler@yahoo.com" 
<kevin.keckler@yahoo.com>, "thurman.cournoyer@yanktonsiouxtribe.com" 
<thurman.cournoyer@yanktonsiouxtribe.com>, "gravattlana@yahoo.com" 
<gravattlana@yahoo.com>, "ghubbz_@hotmail.com" <ghubbz_@hotmail.com>, 
"Chairman@swo-nsn.gov" <Chairman@swo-nsn.gov>, "dianned@swo-nsn.gov" 
<dianned@swo-nsn.gov>, "jmswhitted@yahoo.com" <jmswhitted@yahoo.com>, 
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"fazure@fortpecktribes.org" <fazure@fortpecktribes.org>, "curley_up@yahoo.com" 
<curley_up@yahoo.com>, "cultres@nemontel.net" <cultres@nemontel.net>, 
"fjackson005@yahoo.com" <fjackson005@yahoo.com>, "jb.weston@fsst.org" 
<jb.weston@fsst.org>, "tony.reider@fsst.org" <tony.reider@fsst.org>, "rstthpo@yahoo.com" 
<rstthpo@yahoo.com>, "reaglebear@yahoo.com" <reaglebear@yahoo.com>, 
"brhodd1@yahoo.com" <brhodd1@yahoo.com>, "cscott@gwtc.net" <cscott@gwtc.net>, 
"rickthomas_06@yahoo.com" <rickthomas_06@yahoo.com>, "rtrudell@santeedakota.org" 
<rtrudell@santeedakota.org>, "narapahothpo_2009@ymail.com" 
<narapahothpo_2009@ymail.com>, "wandawells@midstatesd.net" <wandawells@midstatesd.net>, 
"Brandonsazue@hotmail.com" <Brandonsazue@hotmail.com>, 
"laurie.tolzmann@shakopeedakota.org" <laurie.tolzmann@shakopeedakota.org>, 
"texhall@mhanation.com" <texhall@mhanation.com>, "redhawk@mhanation.com" 
<redhawk@mhanation.com>, "pcoffey@mhanation.com" <pcoffey@mhanation.com>, 
"lowersioux@mnhs.org" <lowersioux@mnhs.org>, "denny.prescott@lowersioux.com" 
<denny.prescott@lowersioux.com>, "marlow@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov" 
<marlow@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>, "marlow1@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov" 
<marlow1@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>, "willieasharp@yahoo.com" 
<willieasharp@yahoo.com>, "jimjenks.mpa@gmail.com" <jimjenks.mpa@gmail.com>, 
"chere@preservemontana.org" <chere@preservemontana.org>, "emerritt@savingplaces.org" 
<emerritt@savingplaces.org>, "acole@savingplaces.org" <acole@savingplaces.org>, Mary Wilson 
<mwilson@standingrock.org>, "theclaritygroup@gmail.com" <theclaritygroup@gmail.com>, 
"hubertt@crownations.net" <hubertt@crownations.net>, "prennie@mt.gov" <prennie@mt.gov>, 
"leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org" <leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>, 
"manquoe@c-a-tribes.org" <manquoe@c-a-tribes.org>, "lowersiouxtemp@gmail.com" 
<lowersiouxtemp@gmail.com>, "darrell.oneal@northernarapaho.com" 
<darrell.oneal@northernarapaho.com>, "northernarapaho@msn.com" 
<northernarapaho@msn.com>, "Bryan@oglala.org" <Bryan@oglala.org>, "ostnrrathpo@gwtc.net" 
<ostnrrathpo@gwtc.net>, "abonogofsky@gmail.com" <abonogofsky@gmail.com>, 
"wjferrisiii@yahoo.com" <wjferrisiii@yahoo.com>, "ctmcrae@rangeweb.net" 
<ctmcrae@rangeweb.net>, "eagletrax@hotmail.com" <eagletrax@hotmail.com>, 
"Charlene.alden@cheyennenation.com" <Charlene.alden@cheyennenation.com>, 
"William.walksalong@cheyennenation.com" <William.walksalong@cheyennenation.com>, 
"Michael.McGuire@ars.usda.gov" <Michael.McGuire@ars.usda.gov>, 
"Maribeth.Wuertz@ars.usda.gov" <Maribeth.Wuertz@ars.usda.gov>, "Phil.Smith@ars.usda.gov" 
<Phil.Smith@ars.usda.gov>, "Mark.Petersen@ars.usda.gov" <Mark.Petersen@ars.usda.gov>, 
"natalie@northernplains.org" <natalie@northernplains.org>, 
"Larry.chandler.ars.usda.gov._DDorsey@hanson-inc.com" 
<Larry.chandler.ars.usda.gov._DDorsey@hanson-inc.com>, "Derin.Warren@BNSF.com" 
<Derin.Warren@BNSF.com>

Cc: "rutsonv@stb.dot.gov" <rutsonv@stb.dot.gov>, "Kenneth.Blodgett@stb.dot.gov" 
<Kenneth.Blodgett@stb.dot.gov>, Danielle Gosselin <Gosselind@stb.dot.gov>, "Starzak, Richard" 
<Richard.Starzak@icfi.com>, "Summerville, Alan" <Alan.Summerville@icfi.com>, 
"Theodore.Hunt@stb.dot.gov" <Theodore.Hunt@stb.dot.gov>

Date: 03/25/2013 10:47 AM
Subject: RE: Final Scope of Study:  Tongue River Railroad Construction Project (FD 30186)

This Final Scope is more than a little misleading. 
 
Page 22 of 29  ‐ Analysis of Cultural and Historic Resources.
 
The Northern Cheyenne and other commenters requested that the EIS evaluate the effects of the 
proposed action on sites

and resources of religious and cultural significance to the Northern Cheyenne Tribe.  USEPA commented 
that the Northern Cheyenne Tribe considers the Tongue River and the Tongue River Valley to be places of 
cultural and spiritual significance.
 
I’d love to know where in any of the discussions it was decided that only the Northern Cheyenne have 
sites of significance in this area or are the only tribe which considers this area to be culturally and 



spiritually significant?
 
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe completely disagrees with this quoted section from the scope. 
 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Terry Clouthier
Tribal Archaeologist
 
 
From: Catherine.Nadals@stb.dot.gov [mailto:Catherine.Nadals@stb.dot.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 9:19 AM
To: cvaughn@achp.gov; ngabriel@achp.gov; wdancingfeather@achp.gov; dlanders@blm.gov; 
swilmoth@mt.gov; msant@blm.gov; sfindlay@blm.gov; d1melton@blm.gov; dcoburn@steptoe.com; 
Matthew.Jones@BNSF.com; Scott.castleberry@bnsf.com; Barbara.Ranf@bnsf.com; mission@imt.net; 
Shannon.l.johnson@usace.army.mil; joel.o.ames@usace.army.mil; Matthew.t.mccullor@usace.army.mil; 
Todd.N.Tillinger@usace.army.mil; laxline@mt.gov; mfix@rangeweb.net; Erica.Jones@ars.usda.gov; 
swilmoth@mt.gov; John.robinson@cheyennenation.com; conrad.fisher@cheyennenation.com; 
Esevone1@yahoo.com; Yulberton@yahoo.com; williamb@crownations.net; burtonpot@crownations.net; 
richardwc@crownations.net; clairsgreen@yahoo.com; ostnrranrd@gwtc.net; mahpiyamaza@yahoo.com; 
wanapeyanajica@gmail.com; Waste'Win Young; Terence Clouthier; steve.vance@crst-nsn.gov; 
dana.dupris@crst-nsn.gov; Inthewoods@lakotanetwork.com; kevin.keckler@yahoo.com; 
thurman.cournoyer@yanktonsiouxtribe.com; gravattlana@yahoo.com; ghubbz_@hotmail.com; 
Chairman@swo-nsn.gov; dianned@swo-nsn.gov; jmswhitted@yahoo.com; fazure@fortpecktribes.org; 
curley_up@yahoo.com; cultres@nemontel.net; fjackson005@yahoo.com; jb.weston@fsst.org; 
tony.reider@fsst.org; rstthpo@yahoo.com; reaglebear@yahoo.com; brhodd1@yahoo.com; 
cscott@gwtc.net; rickthomas_06@yahoo.com; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
narapahothpo_2009@ymail.com; wandawells@midstatesd.net; Brandonsazue@hotmail.com; 
laurie.tolzmann@shakopeedakota.org; texhall@mhanation.com; redhawk@mhanation.com; 
pcoffey@mhanation.com; lowersioux@mnhs.org; denny.prescott@lowersioux.com; 
marlow@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; marlow1@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; 
willieasharp@yahoo.com; jimjenks.mpa@gmail.com; chere@preservemontana.org; 
emerritt@savingplaces.org; acole@savingplaces.org; Mary Wilson; theclaritygroup@gmail.com; 
hubertt@crownations.net; prennie@mt.gov; leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org; 
manquoe@c-a-tribes.org; lowersiouxtemp@gmail.com; darrell.oneal@northernarapaho.com; 
northernarapaho@msn.com; Bryan@oglala.org; ostnrrathpo@gwtc.net; abonogofsky@gmail.com; 
wjferrisiii@yahoo.com; ctmcrae@rangeweb.net; eagletrax@hotmail.com; 
Charlene.alden@cheyennenation.com; William.walksalong@cheyennenation.com; 
Michael.McGuire@ars.usda.gov; Maribeth.Wuertz@ars.usda.gov; Phil.Smith@ars.usda.gov; 
Mark.Petersen@ars.usda.gov; natalie@northernplains.org; 
Larry.chandler.ars.usda.gov._DDorsey@hanson-inc.com; Derin.Warren@BNSF.com
Cc: rutsonv@stb.dot.gov; Kenneth.Blodgett@stb.dot.gov; Danielle Gosselin; Starzak, Richard; 
Summerville, Alan; Theodore.Hunt@stb.dot.gov
Subject: Final Scope of Study: Tongue River Railroad Construction Project (FD 30186)
 
Dear Consulting Party, 

The Surface Transportation Board (Board) has issued the Final Scope of Study for the Tongue River 
Railroad Construction (TRRC) Project.  The Final Scope addresses comments that were submitted to the 
Board during the scoping comment period, summarizes those comments, and states what environmental 
issues will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 

The DEIS will identify the potential environmental impacts from the proposed rail line and alternatives, 



and address the environmental issues identified during the scoping process and detailed in the Final 
Scope.  It will also discuss a reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed action, including a 
no-action alternative, and recommend environmental mitigation measures, as appropriate. 

To view the Final Scope of Study on the Board's web site, click here.  The Final Scope is also available 
on the Project website.   

If you have any questions regarding the Final Scope, please contact Kenneth Blodgett, the Environmental 
Manager for this case.  He can be reached at  202-245-0305, or blodgettk@stb.dot.gov.  Please feel free 
to contact me as well if your concerns are related to cultural resources issues discussed in the Final 
Scope. 

Best Regards, 

-Cathy 

Catherine Nadals
Environmental Protection Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
Washington, DC 20423
(202) 245-0293




