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2 Attachments 

 
I understand that some of you could not see the text to this message when I first sent it out.  I am therefore resending it in hopes that 
this time will be the cure!  Sorry for the inconvenience. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Dear Consulting Parties:  
 
  
On June 18, 2012, the Surface Transportation Board issued a decision in the Tongue River Railroad proceeding (FD 30186) in 
response to several changed circumstances, including the December 2011 decision by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  Attached 
below is the Board’s decision as well as a press release announcing issuance of the decision.  
 
In summary, the Board's decision dismisses the proceedings in Tongue River II (FD 30186 (Sub-No. 2)) and Tongue River III (FD 
30186 Sub-No. 3)).  The environmental reviews in these proceedings were partially remanded by the Ninth Circuit, and the new 
owners of the Tongue River Railroad Company (TRRC) have announced that they have no plans to construct the rail lines analyzed in 
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Tongue River II and III.  The Board is requiring TRRC to submit a revised application in FD 30186, Tongue River I, that details 
TRRC's new proposal to build a rail line between Miles City and Ashland. The Board will be conducting a new environmental review 
of TRRC's revised plan in Tongue River I.  
 
The Board’s environmental review process will begin with issuance of a Notice of Intent to prepare a new Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for Tongue I.  Soon thereafter, the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will hold scoping meetings to 
seek input on its new EIS.  The scoping meetings will be open to all members of the public.  In addition, OEA will hold a separate 
Section 106 consulting party meeting to seek input from tribes and other consulting parties regarding Tongue I.  
 
We will be in touch with you as further details unfold, and look forward to working closely with you.  
 
-Cathy  
 
Catherine Glidden 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, DC 20423 
(202) 245-0293 
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