
Tongue River Section  106 Meeting: Updates

Catherine Nadals  to:
cvaughn, ngabriel, wdancingfeather, 
dlanders, swilmoth, msant, sfindlay, 
d1melton, dcoburn, Matthew.Jones, 

03/05/2014 08:49 AM

Cc:
Vicki Rutson, Danielle Gosselin, Kenneth Blodgett, Joshua Wayland,
Theodore Hunt, Evelyn Kitay

Dear Section 106 Consulting Parties,

A big thanks to all of you who were able to attend the Section 106 Consulting Party meeting for 
the Tongue River Railroad Construction project held in Billings, MT on February 13th and 14th.  
We had an impressive turnout and successful meeting thanks to you (copies of the sign-in sheets 
attached below). 

I will send you an email notifying you when the transcript from the Billings meeting has been 
posted to the project website: http://www.tonguerivereis.com/.  In the interim, I have 
summarized some of the issues that came up during the meeting and our planned approach for 
addressing these.

Additional Field Surveys: Need for Tribal Participants
One of the issues raised at the meeting was a concern that we had not completed adequate 
archaeological and tribal surveys on property where we have access. To address this concern, we 
have decided to conduct additional field surveys this spring.  As before, we intend to structure 
our field crews with equal numbers of tribal participants and ICF archaeologists.  Please let us 
know as soon as possible if your tribe is interested in participating in additional field 
surveys within the Tongue River project area.  We anticipate beginning the field surveys in 
May.   

Programmatic Agreement  
As discussed at the meeting, we are conducting a phased approach for the project pursuant to 36 
CFR Section 800.4(b)(2).  As you know, the phased identification and evaluation of historic 
properties under Section 106 requires the completion of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) to 
stipulate any future identification, evaluation and mitigation strategies that will be taken for any 
alternative licensed by the Board. 

Several of the meeting attendees had recommended that we begin work on a PA right away.  
Consequently, after the meeting was formally adjourned on the 14th, several of us, including 
tribal members, the Army Corps, the applicant and ICF staff, remained behind to work on 
redrafting the PA that we had developed in 2011 for the old Tongue River project (when it 
included Tongue II and III). 

Tribal members from the Northern Cheyenne, Standing Rock Sioux, Rosebud Sioux and the Fort 
Peck, Assiniboine and Sioux tribes provided some edits to the old document.  We intend to 
further refine the old PA with the current project description and delete references to Tongue II 
and III.  Once we have completed these administrative edits, I will send around the redrafted PA 
for your review, edit and comment.  
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We also intend to add some notes to the PA that include recommendations made by the meeting 
participants on February 13th and 14th.  However, we will not make any substantive changes to 
the PA until you have all had a chance to review the draft.  This is to ensure that you are in 
agreement with any inclusions/changes to the PA before they are incorporated into the redraft.  It 
is very important to us that you are fully involved in the development of the PA for this project.  
I anticipate sending around the redrafted PA in time for our next Section 106 monthly call on 
March 10, 2014. 

A question was raised in Billings if we will host another Consulting Party meeting this April for 
the principle purpose of working on the PA.  We are evaluating this internally and will provide 
you with an answer soon.

Thanks again to all of you who participated in the meeting!  We are grateful for your input and 
guidance and look forward to your continued involvement as a consulting party for the Tongue 
River Railroad Construction project. 

All the best, 
Cathy

Catherine Nadals 
Environmental Protection Specialist
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
Washington, DC 20423
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