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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

Office of Economics, Environmental Analysis and Administration

May 10, 2010

Russell Holter

Project Compliance Reviewer

Washington State Department of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation

1063 S. Capitol Way, Suite 106

Olympia, WA 98504

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-1023 (Sub-No. 1X) — Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad Company —
Abandonment Exemption - in Grays Harbor County, Washington;
Log: 092208-01-STB

Dear Mr. Holter:

The Surface Transportation Board’s (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA)
has conducted an environmental review for the above referenced abandonment proceeding
pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The Board has authorized the
abandonment by decision served May 19, 2009, subject to various conditions, including the
completion of the Section 106 process. SEA has designated the Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer
(Gitomer), who represents Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad Company (PSAP), as our
representative for this undertaking to work with your office on moving the Section 106 review
process forward. Gitomer has recently provided the Board with additional details (Attachment 1)
of the Horn Spur and the Horn Spur Swing Bridge located along the rail line proposed for
abandonment in this docket. Photos of the structures and a description of the undertaking are set
forth in PSAP’s Historic Report (Attachment 2).

PSAP states that it does not intend to disturb any subgrade or subgrade structures during
salvage and would leave bridges in place. If the line is used for interim trail use/rail banking,
PSAP indicates that it would salvage the track and materials, but leave the ballast, ties, bridges
and culverts in place for the use of the trail. Therefore, pursuant to the Section 106 regulations of
the NHPA at 36 CFR 800.5(b), we have determined that the proposed rail abandonment would
not affect historic properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic



Places located within the area of potential effect (APE)' for this undertaking. The documentation
for this finding, as specified in 36 CFR 800.11(e), consists of the railroads historic report, all
relevant correspondence, and the Environmental Assessment, which have been made available to
the public through posting on the Board’s website at http://www.stb.dot.gov.

Please provide your comment, if any, regarding this undertaking within the 30 days of
receipt of this letter. If we do not hear from you within the 30-day time frame specified in the
regulations at 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1)(i), we will determine that the Section 106 process is complete
and remove the Section 106 condition in this proceeding.

If you have any questions, require additional information regarding this proceeding, or
have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 202-245-0302.

Sincerely yours,

Hlana 9W

Diana F. Wood
Section of Environmental Analysis

cc: Melanie B. Yasbin, Attorney, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer

"'The APE consists of the rail line right-of-way.
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LAW OFFICES OF 4(5 /ég‘zj‘j fX

Louls E. GITOMER

Lours E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

MELANIE B. YASBIN (202) 466-6532

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM FAX (410) 332-0885

AHackimert |

RE: Docket No. AB-1023 (Sub-No. 1X), Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad
Company—Abandonment Exemption—in Grays Harbor County, WA

Dear Ms. Woods:

By decision served in the above-entitled proceeding on May 19, 2009, the Surface
Transportation Board imposed a condition requiring Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad Company
(“PS&P”) to retain its interest in and take no further steps to alter the historic integrity of all sites,
buildings, and structures within the project right-of-way that are eligible for listing or are listed
in the National Register until completion of the section 106 process of the NHPA. PS&P hired
an historic consultant to confer with the SHPO. Attached are the Historic Property Inventory
Reports completed by the consultant.

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, please contact me.

Si%ef ly yours

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad Company



ANDREWS HISTORY GROUP
3035 14th West, Suite 6
Seattle WA 98119
206.524.1426

February 1, 2010

Russell Holter

Project Compliance Reviewer

Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
State of Washington

1063 Capitol Way, #106

Olympia, Washington, 98501

RE: Section 106 Review of the Horn Spur, Grays Harbor County, WA
Dear Mr. Holter:

Enclosed is a CD containing Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation ACCESS
database files for the “Horn Spur” railroad line and an associated bridge. The properties are
located in Gray Harbor County. They are owned by the Puget Sound and Pacific Railroad
Company (PSAP). As you know, PSAP has filed a petition with the Surface Transportation
Board (STB) for an exemption to abandon the line.

Pursuant to your letter of March 16, 2009 to Victoria Rutson, Environmental Section Chief, STB,
requesting additional information on the properties, Andrews History Group was retained to
complete the work. Per your instructions, two Historic Property Inventory database forms were
prepared - one for the Horn Spur and a second for the swing bridge. The spur does not appear to
be eligible for listing in the National Register; the swing bridge does appear to meet eligibility
criteria.

Thank you for your assistance during the course of this project. Please contact me should you
require any additional information.

Sincerely,
[copy sent by email]

Mildred T. Andrews, Principal
Andrews History Group

Enclosure (1 CD)

cc: Melanie Yasbin, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer
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13. Photographs of all structures and trestles that

are 50 years old or older.
\

At clmrert™ L

Bridge 2 of 3. Swing Bridge.

Located 9306 feet North of clearance point of main. \‘ - E _-l , —/ﬁﬁ" ’:.. A
¢ .i_ A< . s

Photo taken 2/8/08 looking north.

Bridge is 231 feet long.
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3.2 BRIDGE/HORN SPUR
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13. Photographs of all structures and trestles that
are 50 years old or older__

Bridge 3 of 3 on Horn Spur.
Located 10,036 feet north of clearance of main.
Photos taken on 2/8/08 looking north.
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13. Photographs of all structures and trestles that are 50

years old or

¥

older.

Bridge one of three on Horn Spur.
Located 3827 feet north of clearance point off of main.

Photo taken on 2/8/08 looking north.



