o SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Section of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street, SHW
Washington, DC 20423

January 15, 2009

Mr. Dennis Gimmestad - :
Government Programs and Compliance Officer -
Minnesota State Historical Society

345 West Kellogg Boulevard

St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906

RE: STB Finance Docket No. 33407, Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad
~ Corporation’s Construction into the Powder Rlver Basin Project: Request
for Review and Comment

Dear Mr. Gimmestad:

The Surface Transportation Board (STB) is pleased to submit the followiﬁg report
in accordance with the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PA) regarding the Powder
River Basin Expansion Project (Project), Finance Docket No. 33407.

A Phasel Archaeological and Geomorphological Survey for the New Ulm Yard
" Project, Minnesota Rehabilitation Segment (LBG-MN3 Minnesota SHPO No. 2002-
0185PA) :

The enclosed report presents the results of Phase I archaeological and geomorphological

- investigations conducted by the Two Pines Resource Group, LLC., for the proposed
construction of a railroad staging yard southeast of New Ulm, Minnesota. The yard is
approximately 4 miles in length and 450 feet at its widest point (this includes a 200-foot
buffer outside of the existing project right-of-way, and encompasses an area of . '
approximately 218 acres. :

The enclosed report was distributed to all cooperating federal agencies and consulting
tribes for their review and comment on June 23, 2008, STB hosted several project
meetings with federal agency representatives and Tribes to encourage response to the
findings in this report. In response to a request from the consulting parties, STB also
arranged for the project sponsor to establish a website, located at www.stbpal106.org,
where participants could easily download and review the report, As of today’s date, STB
has received comments from the Upper Sioux Community and the Crow Tribal Historic
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Preservation Office regarding the New Ulm segment of the project (see attached
comment letters). The Crow confirmed that they have no concerns in this area.- The Upper
Sioux Community expressed concemns about the survey area’s proximity to Site.

' 21BW004, an important mound site. However, STB has confirmed that the site is located
outside the survey area covered by this report (this site will be assessed in another report).
The Upper Sioux Community had no further comments. '

STB believes that its efforts-to consult with federal agency representatives and Tribal
government representatives on the findings presented in this report satisfy the good faith
effort standard for consultation as defined in the PA. Therefore, STB is proceeding with
consensus determinations of National Register eligibility. STB hereby requests your
office’s review and concurrence with the following determinations of eligibility.

The inventory survey described in this report identified three sites (21BWO0097,
21BW0098, 21BE0284) within the project area. Site 21BE0284 is an isolated find spot
and is recommended not eligible for listing in the National Register. Sites 21BW0097 and
21BW0098 are recommended potentially eligible under Criterion D. STB intends to
conduct further testing at these sites to confirm this eligibility determination. The result
of this additional testing will be provided for your review and comment at a future date.

In accordance with the PA; you have sixty (60) days from receipt of this Jetter to
provide us with your comment. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please
contact me at (202) 245-0293 or by email at (Catherine.Glidden @stb.dot.gov).

Sincerely,

Cone LR~

Catherine Glidden
Section of Environmental Analysis

Enclosures: A Phase I Archeological and Geomorphologtcal Survey for the New Ulm
Yard Project, Minnesota Rehabilitation Segment
List of Evaluated Archaeological Sites
Comment Letters (2)

Cc: Distribution List




~ ALIST OF EVALUATED SITES IN THE NEW ULM YARD REPORT
FOR THE DAKOTA, MINNESOTA & EASTERN RAILROAD
POWDER RIVER BASIN PROJECT

Site MP Description Consultant’s Eligibility | STB’s Recommendation
Recommendation of NRHP Eligibility
21BW0097 | 162.8 | Lithic Scatter Potentially Eligible under | Potentially Eligible under
(286 artifacts) Criterion D* , Criterion D
21BW0098 | 161.6 | Lithic Scatter Potentially Eligible under | Potentially Eligible under
(4 artifacts) Criterion D* Criterion D
21BE0284 | 159.5 | 1 Pottery Sherd ..| Not Eligible Not Eligible

*Pending Phase I site evaluation.




Crow Tribal Historic Preservation Offi ce
POB 159
Crow Agency, MT 69022

DATE: "~ August 1, 2008

ADDRESS:  Mr. Dave Bibler
The Louis Berger Group
950 50 Street
Marion, IA 52302-3853

RE: * Phase I Archaeological and Geomorphotlogical Survey for the New Ulm Yard Project, Minnesota
Rehabilitation Scgment.

Dear : Mr. Bibler:

We have reviewed your Consultation Request under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
regarding Phase I Archaeological and Geomor phological Survey for the New Ulm Yard Project, Minnesota
Rehabilitation Segment and offer the following response as mdlcatcd by the box that is checked.

[0 NO INTEREST
We have determined that there is not a likelihood of ellglble plopemcs oﬁeliglous or culturat significance to
the Crow Tribe of Indians.

O REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
We request the additional information in order to provide a finding of effect for this proposed undeltdkmg
Please see attached form. . -

NO EFFECT

We have determined that there are no properties of religious and cultural significance to the Crow Tribe of
Indians that are listed on the National Register within the area of potential cff‘ect or that thé proposed project
will have no effect on any such properties that may be present.

01 NO ADVERSE EFFECT . .
We have identified properties of cultural and religious significance within the area of effect that we believe are
eligible for listing in the National Register, for which there would be no adverse effect as a result of the
pxopand pYOJcct :

O ADVERSE EFFECT ]
We have identified properties of cultural and religious significance within the area of potential effect that are
eligible for listing in the National Register. We believe the proposed project would cause an adverse effect on
these properties.

{

We appreciate your office contacting us concerning this undertaking and for your support of historic and cultural
preservation. Please keep us informed and updated about this project or any others you feel need our attention.

Sineerely, Sincerely,

Crow TIIPO Director Crow 'l‘IlPO Alclneo[oglst




'HAY-05-2008 HON 08:10 A Board of Trustees FAX NO. 3205644482 P. 02

LK
Dave Bibler ,
Ref . Brian—21BW004
Info: Taken from (American Aborigine) Winchells
Surveyed — September 7, 1883

Mounds on the Coftonwood River near New Ulm: - E ¥, SE %, Section 33
and S ¥4, SW ¥, Seotion 34, T110-30 slong bluffs of the Cottonwood River.
Twenty-seven (27) mounds soattered loosely along the north side of the river
of which only three (3) ave elongated, Sevetal are large in size: visual 70foot
by 4 % feei by 6 feet, by 3 V4 feet by 80 feet and 70 feet by 3 % foot.

final note of survey Section 33 — :
There are probably numerous other mounds in these counties of which there

18 no information, -

The déssﬂptions of the mounds are similar to what Ben and X seen in Seciion
34. This is the only mention of Section 34, the rest are for the atea in Section

33.
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~ Sandra Barnum
Cultural Resources Director

Department of the Army US Army - Engineer District,

Omaha -
106 South 15th Street
Omaha, NE 68102-1618

Ian Ritchie

Archaeologist

Douglas Ranger District
2250 East Richards Street
Douglas, WY 82633

James Kangas

Archaeologist

Bureau of Reclamation

515 9th Street, Suite 101, Rapid City Fleld Office
Rapid City, SD 57701

)

Donna Rae Petersen

Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Cheyenne River Lakota Tribe

P.O. Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Reed Tidzump

Director, Cultural Services
Eastern Shoshone Tribe
P.O. Box 1008 »
Ft. Washakie, WY 82514

Curley Youpee -
Historic Preservation Officer

Ft. Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes
601 Court Avenue, P.O. Box 1027
Poplar, MT 59255-1027

Dewey Tsonetokey
NAGPRA Office

Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma
Route 3, P.O. Box 470
-Carnegie, OK 73015

Brad Johnson

Archaeologist

US Army Corps of Engmeers St. Paul District
190 Fifth Street East

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1638

Alice Tratebas

Archaeologist

Bureau of Land Management
1101 Washington Blvd.
Newcastle, WY 82701

Gordon L. Yellowman

 Historic Preservation Officer

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 145 :
Concho, OK 73022

Jimmy Arterberry

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Comanche Tribe of Oklahoma

P.O. Box 908

Lawton, OK 73502

Sam Allen

Economic Development
Flandreau Santee Sioux
P.0.Box 283
Flandreau, SD 57028

‘William Quakenbush

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Ho-Chunk Nation

P.0O. Bo 667 _

Black River Falls, WI 54615

Clair Green

Cultural Resource Manager
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe
187 Oyate Circle .
Lower Brule, SD 57548




Pamela Halverson

Tribal Historic Preservation Offlcer
Lower Sioux Community
39527 Res. Hwy 1, Box 308
Morton, MN 56270

Amanda White

Historic Preservation Officer
Northern Arapaho Tribe
P.O.Box 396 '

Fort Washakie, WY 82514

Joyce Whiting

Historic Preservation Officer
Oglala Lakota Tribe

P.O. Box 320

Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Alice Alexander

Historic Preservation Officer
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 470

Pawnee, OK 74058

Marc Morgan

Cultural Committee

Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

Robert Campbell

Treasurer : _
Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska
108 Spirit Lake Avenue West
Niobrara, NE 68760

Dianne Desrosiers
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Nation

P.O. Box 907
Sisseton, SD 57262-0907 .

David Grignon :
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 910 -

Keshena, WI 54135

Conrad Fisher
Tribal Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer ‘
Northern Cheyenne Tribe
P.O. Box 128 -

Lame Deer, MT 59043

Tony Provost
NAGPRA Coordinator
Omabha Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 368

Macy, NE 68039

Gary Robinette

Historic Preservation Officer
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 288

Niobrara, NE 68760

" Russell Eagle Bear .

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Rosebud Lakota Tribe

P.O. Box 658

Rosebud, SD 57570

Leonard Wabasha

Cultural Committee

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Commumty of
Minnesota :

2330 Sioux Trail NW

Prior Lake, MN 55372

William Ambrose Littleghost
Cultural Committee

Spirit Lake Tribe

P.O. Box 359

Ft. Totten, ND 58335




Waste'Win Young

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
P.O.Box D

. Ft. Yates, ND 58538-0522

Brady Grant

Tribal Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
P.O. Box 900

Belcourt, ND 58316

David Lee Smith

Tribal Historian

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
100 Bluff Street, P.O. Box 687 :
Winnebago, NE 68071

Darrell Flying-Man

Chairman

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 38 .
Concho, OK 73022

Wallace Coffey

Chairman

Comanche Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, OK 73502

Carl Venne

Chairman

Crow Nation

P.O. Box 159

Crow Agency, MT 59022

Joshua Weston
President

Flandreau Santee Sioux
P.O. Box 283
Flandreau, SD 57028

Perry Brady

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Three Affiliated Tribes (MHA Nation)
404 Frontage Road

New Town, ND 58763

b}

Scott Larsen

Board Member '
Upper Sioux Indian Community
P.O. Box 147

Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147

Faith Spotted Eagle
Cultural Committee
Yankton Sioux Tribe
P.O. Box 248

Marty, SD 57361

Joseph Brings Plenty
Chairman

Cheyenne River Lakota Tribe
P.O. Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Brandon Sazue

. Chairman

Crow Creek Lakota Tribe
P.O. Box 50 :

Ft. Thompson, SD 57339 0050

Ivan Posey

Chairman - ;
Eastern Shoshone Tribe
P.O. Box 538

Ft. Washakie, WY 82514

Rusty Stafne

Chairman

Ft. Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tnbes
P.O. Box 836

Poplar, MT 59255-1027




Donald Tofpi

Wilfrid Cleveland :
President ICéfilalrln;l‘n.b Ok
‘Ho-Chunk Nation p gwg r13 6e90 ahoma
W9814 Airport Road .0. Box _

Black River Falls, WI 54615

Carnegie, OK 73015

Michael Jandreau . Jean Stacy

Chairman : President

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Lower Sioux Community
187 Oyate Circle 39527 Res. Hwy 1, Box 308
Lower Brule, SD 57548 Morton, MN 56270

Lisa Waukau Harvey Spoon Hunter
Chairwoman _ : Chairman

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin Northern Arapaho Tribe
P.O.Box 910 |, P.O. Box 396

Keshena, WI 54135 Fort Washakie, WY 82514
Leroy Sprang Theresa Two Bulls
President President

Northern Cheyenne Tribe Oglala Lakota Tribe .

600 Cheyenne Avenue, Littlewolf Capital Bldg, P.O.’ P.O. Box 2070

Box 128 _ Pine Ridge, SD 57770
Lame Deer, MT 59043 \

Amen Sheridan George Elton Howell
Chairman President

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 400 P.0. Box 470

Macy, NE 68039

Larry Wright Jr.

Pawnee, OK 74058

Ron Johnson
Chairman President '
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Prairie Island Indian Community
P.O. Box 288 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Niobrara, NE 68760 Welch, MN 55089
Rodney Bordeaux Roger Trudell
President Chairman -
Rosebud Lakota Tribe Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 430 425 Frazier Avenue N, Suite 2

Rosebud, SD 57570 Niobrara, NE 68760 .



., .

Stanley R. Crooks
Chairman

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community of

Minnesota _ :
2330 Sioux Trail NW
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Myra Pearson
Chairwoman

Spirit Lake Tribe
P.O.Box 359

Ft. Totten, ND 58335 -

Marcus Wells, Jr.

Chairman ' '

Three Affiliated Tribes (MHA Nation)
404 Frontage Road

New Town, ND 58763

Kevin Jensvold

Chairman .
Upper Sioux Indian Community
P.O. Box 147

Granite Falls, MN 56241-0147

Robert Cournoyer
Chairman '
Yankton Sioux Tribe
P.O. Box 248
Marty, SD 57361

Brenda Shierts
Archaeologist

Bureau of Land Management
310 Roundup St

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 .

Michael Selvage

" Chairman

Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Nation
P.O. Box 509
Agency Village, SD 57262-0509

Ron His-Horse-Is-Thunder
Chairman

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
P.O.Box D

Ft. Yates, ND 58538

David Brien

Chairman )

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
P.0.Box 900

Belcourt, ND 58316

John Blackhawk

Chairman

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
100 Bluff Street, P.O. Box 687
Winnebago, NE 68071

Herb Jones
Government Affairs Director

" Dakota, Minnesota, & Eastern Railroad

140 North Phillips Avenue .
Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Dale Old Horn

" Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Crow Nation
P.O. Box 159 :
Crow Agency, MT 59022




