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additional reporting of STCC 28 traffic as a line item in the cars-held for more than 48 hours 

report will necessitate each Class I railroad to alter the coding necessary to pull the data 

prescribed by the Board to be reported first in 2014, altered in 2016, and altered again in 2017. 

Each time a carrier makes changes to its report, it must ask employees to update existing 

computer coding on what data to pull, write new code to modify the search parameters, test new 

code against existing systems to make sure it does not cause some problem and have the new 

code approved.  This process involves approximately three to four employees and may take up to 

80 employee-hours to complete.  AAR estimates such effort to cost approximately $34,000.10  

This cost from repeated, close-in-time changes, adds to the cumulative burden of service 

reporting and the costs already incurred to establish the report and its previous iterations. 

*  *  * 

As explained in AAR’s January comments, ACC has not demonstrated public benefits 

that would balance out the substantial costs that additional reporting would impose on railroads 

explained above.  In particular, ACC has not justified the massive expense that would be 

associated with joint reporting at three new gateways.  It is important to note that the close 

coordination among railroads around the Chicago gateway arose from a practical need for such 

coordination due to the importance and complication inherent in the Chicago gateway, and the 

reporting of information regarding the Chicago gateway that has been required by the STB was 

facilitated by this pre-existing coordination.  The Mississippi Gateways, on the other hand, are 

not nearly as critical to the national network or as complicated as Chicago, so requiring reporting 

for the Mississippi Gateways similar to that for Chicago would require the railroads to expend 

                                                            
10  This number is calculated as 80 employee hours multiplied by $43.30 multiplied by the fringe benefit 
factor of 1.41 multiplied by the 7 Class I railroads equals $34,189.68.   










