
DARLING 
February 7, 2019 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: City and County of Denver - Verified Petition for Declaratory Order, FD 36263 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

INGREDIENTS INC. 

5701 York Street 

Denver, CO 80216 

PO Box 16372 

Denver, CO 80216 

T 303 295 - 7551 

Kkage@darlingi i.com 

On behalf of Darling Ingredients Inc., its affiliates and subsidiaries ("Darling"), 1 am writing to express 
Darling's concerns with the Petition for Declaratory Order filed by The City and County of Denver (the "City") 
on December 21, 2018 ("Petition"). In the Petition, the City says it plans to remove rail tracks currently 
operated by Denver Rock Island Railroad ("DRIR") in the Denver Stock Yards and to construct new tracks 
adjacent to the Stock Yards as part of its project to create the "National Western Center." The City claims the 
track removal and new construction will have no effect on DRIR's service to shippers. As a shipper who 
depends heavily upon DRIR's tracks in the Stock Yards for rail service, Darling has not seen any evidence that 
this statement is true, and the City has presented none in its Petition. To the contrary, the Petition suggests the 
City is proposing to remove more track than it will construct. As a result, and as further explained below, 
Darling respectfully requests that the Board reject the Petition, or at the very least, institute a proceeding so it 
can carefully consider the impacts of the track removal and construction proposed by the City. 

Darling provides a global growth platform for the development and production of sustainable natural 
ingredients from edible and inedible bio-nutrients. With a variety of processing operations in over 200 
locations on five continents, it creates a wide range of products and customized specialty solutions for 
customers in the pharmaceutical, food, pet food, feed, fuel, bio-energy, ferti lizer and foodservice 
industries. For more than eighty years, Darling has operated an inedible and edible animal fat processing 
facility in Denver, Colorado, approximately one-half mile north of the Denver Stock Yards. From the Denver 
facility, it ships finished goods to its customers throughout the region and the United States. Because staging 
is critical for its operations, Darling has a vested interest in the trackage DRIR uses in the Denver Stock Yards. 
Over the last three years, DRIR interchanged between 80 and 115 tanker cars a year on behalf of Darling to 
the BNSF Railway and the Union Pacific Railroad, using many of the tracks the City now seeks to remove. 
Furthermore, an additional 120 or more tanker cars per year of edible shortening were shipped out of Darling's 
Denver facility on behalf of JBS Swift using the same DRIR tracks. Darling is dependent on all of its rail 
partners for interchange purposes, staging, and storage to ensure the efficiency of its operations. The City's 
plans appear likely to cause significant adverse impact to Darling' s rail service, plant operations, and 
relationships with both its railroad partners and its customers. 
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Darling met briefly with the City's representatives to discuss the project in May 2017. At the time, Darling 
understood the City intended to preserve DRIR's current capacity, including its capacity to store and stage rail 
cars. Darling has not heard from the City since that meeting, and the proposal described in the Petition does 
not appear to maintain DRIR's current capacity. Rather, the City appears to be proposing to replace five tracks 
with three shorter tracks. Darling does not understand how the City can represent in its Petition that the 
proposed reduction in track capacity "will have no effect on shippers." The DRIR, in contrast, has contacted 
Darling to explain the adverse impact of the City's proposals on DRIR's operations, which in turn would 
adversely impact Darling. The Board should not allow the City to move forward with its plans without fully 
considering the impacts on all potentially affected rail shippers, including Darling, that depend on the main 
lines and side tracks that comprise the Denver Stock Yards. 

The Petition suggests the proposed track removal and construction should not concern the Board because it 
will have no effect on shippers. But the Petition lacks supporting detail. Indeed, the City mentions just one 
impacted shipper by name, McDonald Farms. The City does not even acknowledge the reliance of Darling 
and other local shippers on DRIR's tracks within the Stock Yards. As a stakeholder affected by the City's 
actions, Darling has legitimate reasons to be concerned. 

For the reasons explained above, Darling respectfully requests that the Board reject the Petition, or at the 
very least, institute a proceeding so it can carefully consider the impacts of the City's plans on rail service. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Darling Ingredients Inc. 

KenKage 
Vice President, Denver Region 

cc. Denver Rock Island Railroad 
City of Denver 
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CC.: 

To DRIR: 

Jason Travers, General Manager, 
Denver Rock Island Railroad, 
3400 East 56th Ave, 
Commerce City, CO 80022 

Thomas F. McFarland, P.C. . 
208 South Lasalle Street, Suite 1666 
Chicago, IL 60604-1228 
Tel: 312-236-0204 
mcfarland@aol.com 

Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW-Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: (202) 663-7823 
Fax: (202) 663-7849 
Wmullins@Bakerandmiller. Com 

To City of Denver: 

City of Denver 
c/o/ Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1)01 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 
Attn: Charles A. Spitulnik and Allison I. Fultz 

CMC Steel Fabricators, Inc. D/B/A CMC Rebar 

Thompson Hine LLP 
1919 M Street, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-331-8800 
Fax: 202-331-8330 
Jeff. Moreno@Thompsonhine: Com 




