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Entity Date Filed 
Farmward Cooperative 4/16/18 

City of Stewart 4/16/18 

Glacial Plains Cooperative  4/16/18 

Carver County, Office of County 

Commissioner  

4/16/18 

Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar 

Cooperative 

4/17/18 

National Sugar Marketing LLC 4/18/18 

Heartland Corn Products 4/18/18 

CHS Inc 4/18/18 

Minnesota AgriGrowth Council 4/18/18 

Central Region Cooperative 4/18/18 

Finger Lakes Railway Corp. 4/18/18 

Poet Nutrition 4/18/18 

City of Franklin 4/19/18 

Minnesota Grain and Feed Association 4/19/18 

City of Renville 4/19/18 

Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority 4/19/18 

Form A Feed Inc. 4/19/18 

Granite Falls Energy, LLC 4/19/18 

Midwest Agri-Commodities Company 4/19/18 

Pilot Travel Centers LLC 4/19/18 

The City of Montevideo 4/19/18 

AmeriGas Propane, L.P. 4/20/18 

Cooperative Network 4/20/18 

F.W. Cobs Company 4/20/18 

Renville County Board of Commissioners 4/23/18 

Farmers Co-operative Elevator Company 4/23/18 

The Mosaic Company 4/23/18 

United Farmers Cooperative  4/23/18 

Renewable Products Marketing Group, 

LLC  

4/23/18 

McLeod County Board of Commissioners 4/23/18 

Step Saver Inc 4/23/18 

Farmers Union Oil Company of 

Montevideo  

4/23/18 

Collin C. Peterson, Member of Congress 4/23/18 

Midwest Shippers Association  4/23/18 

Consolidated Grain & Barge Company 4/24/18 

Archer Daniels Midland 4/24/18 
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April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
Re:   Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition Exemption – 
In Hennepin County, Minnesota    

  
LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
Farmward Cooperative urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to 
permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council’s Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass 
Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota.  The Board should also stay the Hennepin County 
Regional Rail Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 
 
Farmward Cooperative is located in Renville, Redwood and Brown Counties in MN.  We are a full service grain marketing 
and farm supply cooperative shipping grain and receiving crop nutrients at our facilities in Olivia, Danube, Renville and 
Sacred Heart which are located along the Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company (“TCW”).  For over 130 years (our 
roots go back to 1886), we have relied on the TCW and its predecessors for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin 
Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor.  We 
estimate that in previous years we shipped over 2,500 carloads a year over this route. In 2017 we expanded our rail 
loading capacity at our Danube location to load shuttle trains.  With this expansion we anticipate that our car loading 
will increase to over 5,000 carloads per year.  Depending on the price of corn and soybeans, the value of these 
shipments exceeds $80 million annually.  Over the past 15 years we have invested in excess of $30 million in our 
infrastructure (grain storage, rail siding, loading capabilities, etc.) so that we can service the farmers of this area and get 
their products to market.  The investment we made at Danube alone last year was $7.6 million.  The TCW allows us to 
access markets throughout the United States and in to Mexico.  Without them, there is no other economically viable rail 
route for our products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal.      
 
Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail service from 
Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities.  When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council had 
selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that it would work 
with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during construction and 
thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W’s 
operational and economic ability to provide service  or force shippers, such as Farmward Cooperative, to subsidize the 
expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its present 
Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will 
ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA.  This is a very complicated transaction that needs full 
public input and understanding. Neither the Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the 
corridor and we now have learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on 
this proposed “shared corridor” route.   
 
We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA’s request to acquire the common carrier obligation in 
order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction – in particular shippers like ourselves who need this vital 
rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities.  Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that 
does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective 
transportation service will be protected.  In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the 
one entity that is currently – and effectively – providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant 
concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Craig Hebrink 
Senior Vice President – Grain & Feed 
Farmward Cooperative 
PO Box 604 
Renville, MN 56284 
320-329-8377 
 
 
                                                  
 
Cc:  Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
By email delivery to the STB: 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC  20006 
 
Parties of Record: 
 
Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC  20007 
 
Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20037 
 
David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20006 
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An equal opportunity provider 
 

City of Stewart 
551 Prior Street 

PO Box 195 
Stewart, MN   55385 

Phone & Fax – 320-562-2518 
TDD – 711 

City E-Mail – cityofstewart@gmail.com 
City Web Page – www.stewart.mn.citygovt.org  

 

April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
Re:   Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition 
Exemption – 

In Hennepin County, Minnesota    
  

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
The City of Stewart urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council’s Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors 
in Hennepin County, Minnesota.  The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional 
Rail Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations 
for the line. 
 
Stewart is located in McLeod County, MN.  Stewart is located on the Twin Cities & Western 
Railroad Company (“TCW”) railway.  For as long as TCW has been in business, we have 
relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major 
Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor.  
Businessess in Stewart ship and receive multiple carloads of product a year over this route. 
There is no other economically viable rail route for our businesses products to move to and 
from the Twin Cities rail terminal.        
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An equal opportunity provider 
 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand 
its light rail service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities.  When it was 
determined that the Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor 
for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the 
Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during 
construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail 
corridor would not negatively impact TC&W’s operational and economic ability to provide 
service or force shippers, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 
 
We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW 
and has filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the 
Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the 
common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. 
Neither the Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the 
corridor and we now have learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how 
freight service will be handled on this proposed “shared corridor” route.   
 
We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA’s request to acquire the 
common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this 
transaction – in particular shippers like businesses located in Stewart, who need this vital 
rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities.  Entrusting the common carrier 
obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little 
assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected.  In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with 
the one entity that is currently – and effectively – providing the common carrier service, 
TCW,  is a matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board.  
 
       Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
       City Council of Stewart, Minnesota 
 
                                                  
 
Cc:  Parties of Record 
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By e-file to the STB: 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
 
Parties of Record: 
 
Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC  20007 
 
Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20037 
 
David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20006 
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Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative 

83550 County Road 21, Renville, Minnesota 56284 

 

 

info@smbsc.com | www.smbsc.com 

April 17, 2018 
 
 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street S.W.  
Washington, D.C.  20423-0001 
 
Re:   Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition Exemption – 
In Hennepin County, Minnesota    

  
LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative (“SMBSC”)  urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in 
the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
Metropolitan Council’s Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors 
in Hennepin County, Minnesota.  The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 
 
SMBSC is located in Renville, Minnesota a city of Renville County, Minnesota.  SMBSC is a beet sugar 
producer owned and operated by 500+ farm families since 1975 and is located on Twin Cities & Western 
Railroad Company (“TCW”).  SMBSC employs approximately 375 full-time benefit-rated employees, with 
an additional 475 seasonal employees during the harvest season.  SMBSC contributes over $25 million to 
the local economy in payroll.  Total economic impact of SMBSC is approximately $930 million 
considering each agricultural dollar rolls over 5-6 times. 
 
The current factory site was chosen back in 1975 due to its location on what was then the Milwaukee 
Road which is now TCW.  For over 40 years, we have relied on the Milwaukee Road and now TCW for 
efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a 
route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor.  We ship over 6,000 plus carloads per year via this 
route with a delivered commodity value in excess of $160 million.  Since 2000, SMBSC’s 500+ farm 
families have invested upwards of $200 million into their facility at Renville based on the long-term 
availability of TCW’s competitive rail freight service.  Any changes in TCW’s route that increases costs 
and reduces the railroad’s ability to deliver goods safely and on time will jeopardize the economic 
sustainability of SMBSC. 
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SMBSC greatly depends on the TCW to access our domestic and foreign customers.  SMBSC’s rail 
customers are not accessible in an economical manner by truck.  SMBSC greatly depends on the TCW to 
have a safe, economic and viable route into the Twin Cities to connect with all rail carriers which include 
the BNSF Railway, Canadian Pacific Railway, Canadian National Railway, and the Union Pacific Railroad.  
Our customers, grower owners, employees, and families rely on the safe, economic and sustainable 
transportation the TCW provides today to all Class I carriers in the Twin Cities.  TCW is the ONLY 
economically viable rail route available for our products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail 
terminal.  A change to TCW’s freight structure increasing costs and risk will put SMBSC at a competitive 
disadvantage while compromising the viability of our business and the livelihood of many families in 
south central Minnesota.        
 
Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities.  When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail/freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W’s operational and economic ability to 
provide service  or force shippers, such as SMBSC, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 
 
We understand the Metropolitan Council recently and abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has 
filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding.  Both the Council 
nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor; and now we have learned 
they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed 
“shared corridor” route.   
 
We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA’s request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction – in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities.  
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected.  In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently – and effectively – providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board.  
        
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Steven Domm 
President and CEO 
Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative 
83550 County Road 21 
Renville, MN 56284 
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Cc:  Parties of Record 
 
By mail to the STB: 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street S.W.  
Washington, D.C.  20423-0001 
 
By overnight delivery to the STB: 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, D.C.  20423-0001 
 
Parties of Record: 
 
Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, D.C.  20007 
 
Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, D.C.  20036 
 
William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, D.C.  20037 
 
David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, D.C.  20006 
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April 17, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

NSM 
NATIONAL SUGAR MARKETING LLC 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

National Sugar Marketing LLC ("NSM") urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 
referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

NSM is located in Savannah, GA and markets sugar on behalf of Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Coop 
("SMBSC") which is located at Renville, MN. SMBSC is rail served by Twin Cities & Western Railroad 
Company ("TCW") . NSM has been marketing sugar for SMBSC for the past 2 years and relies on TCW for 
efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carrie rs, a route that 
includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. NSM utilizes all ofTCW's connecting carriers in the Twin 
Cities: BNSF Railway, Canadian National Railway, Canadian Pacific Railway and the Union Pacific Railway 
to deliver its finished products and to serve its customers. NSM rail customers are not competitively 
serviceable by truck and need the service TCW currently provides into the Twin Cities Terminal area to 
insure their competitive survival. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as NSM and its customers, to subsidize the expense of adding 
light rail to the corridor. 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in part icular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected . In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

President and CEO 
National Sugar Marketing LLC 

Cc: Parties of Record 

700 Wilmington Island Rd
Savannah, GA  31410
werobinson@natsugar.com
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

H EARTLAND CORN P RODUCTS 
53331 State H wy. 19 • P.O. Box A • Winthrop , MN 55396 

Phone: 507-64 7-5000 • Fax: 507-64 7-5010 

April 18, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Heartland Corn Products(" HCP") urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition 
seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 
The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 
36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

HCP is located in Winthrop, Sibley County, MN. HCP began operations as a fuel grade ethanol plant in 
1995, and is a cooperative owned by 900 local farmer members. HCP produces over 100,000,000 
gallons of ethanol, 275,000 tons of DDGS animal feed, and 3,500,000 gallons of corn oil used in the feed 
and biodiesel industries. HCP is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). HCP has 
invested in excess of $100,000,000 in capital improvements since 1995 to increase production and 
improve efficiencies. For over 12 years, we have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to 
the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass 
Lake/Kenilworth corridor. HCP ships an estimated 5200 carloads a year over this route. This represents 
100% of HCPs ethanol production and approximately 50% of the DDGS feed production. HCP does not 
have another viable option to ship finished goods into the market. Any changes that could negatively 
impact HCPs ability to reach the global marketplace will prohibit additional capital improvements in 
Winthrop. 

With 53 employees, the impact of HCP to the local rural economy is substantial. Through processing and 
the sale of ethanol, DDGS feed and corn oil, HCP has been able to increase the value of corn to its farmer 
members by an average of $.75 per bushel, or about $30,000,000 in additional value realized in the local 
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economy every year. Given the current suppressed farm economy, this additional $.75 per bushel value 
to HCPs members can be the difference on their ability for continued success. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as HCP, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

~yµ__ 
Gary Anderson, CEO 
Heartland Corn Products 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 20, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

As a farmer member of Heartland Corn Products(" HCP"), I urge the Board to set a procedural schedule 
in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors 
in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority's (11HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

HCP is located in Winthrop, Sibley County, MN. HCP began operations as a fuel grade ethanol plant in 
1995, and is a cooperative owned by 900 local farmer members. I have been a member of HCP for many 
years. HCP is an important part of my farming operation, allowing vertical integration into value added 
processing of my corn production into ethanol, DDGS feed, and corn oil. On average HCP has been able 
to increase my value per bushel $.75 over any other local market options, allowing me to reinvest into 
my own personal farming operation. The impact of HCP on my family, farming, and community has 
been substantial. Any changes to the ability of HCP to continue to reach the global market will have an 
adversely negative impact on my operation. 

HCP is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company (11TCW"). For over 12 years, we have relied 
on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers 
such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. HCP ships an estimated 5200 
carloads a year over this route. This represents 100% of HCPs ethanol production and approximately 
50% ofthe DDGS feed production. HCP does not have another viable option to ship finished goods into 
the market. 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as HCP, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 

I understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

I would urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

~Respect.~ f ly s_ubmitted, 

"" '--Jil•-t::lovJ ef "Z___ 
, Ludowese 
\

1 
wart, Sibley County MN 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 20, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

As a farmer member of Heartland Corn Products(" HCP"), I urge the Board to set a procedural schedule 
in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors 
in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

HCP is located in Winthrop, Sibley County, MN. HCP began operations as a fuel grade ethanol plant in 
1995, and is a cooperative owned by 900 local farmer members. I have been a member of HCP for many 
years. HCP is an important part of my farming operation, allowing vertical integration into value added 
processing of my corn production into ethanol, DDGS feed, and corn oil. On average HCP has been able 
to increase my value per bushel $.75 over any other local market options, allowing me to reinvest into 
my own personal farming operation. The impact of HCP on my family, farming, and community has 
been substantial. Any changes to the ability of HCP to continue to reach the global market will have an 
adversely negative impact on my operation. 

HCP is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). For over 12 years, we have relied 
on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers 
such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. HCP ships an estimated 5200 
carloads a year over this route. This represents 100% of HCPs ethanol production and approximately 
50% of the DDGS feed production. HCP does not have another viable option to ship finished goods into 
the market. 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as HCP, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 

I understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

I would urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~- ~ 
Perry:::;;; ' 
New Ulm, Brown County MN 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 20, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption­

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

As a farmer member of Heartland Corn Products(" HCP"), I urge the Board to set a procedural schedule 
in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors 
in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail 
Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

HCP is located in Winthrop, Sibley County, MN. HCP began operations as a fuel grade ethanol plant in 
1995, and is a cooperative owned by 900 local farmer members. I have been a member of HCP for many 
years. HCP is an important part of my farming operation, allowing vertical integration into value added 
processing of my corn production into ethanol, DOGS feed, and corn oil. On average HCP has been able 
to increase my value per bushel $.75 over any other local market options, allowing me to reinvest into 
my own personal farming operation. The impact of HCP on my family, farming, and community has 
been substantial. Any changes to the ability of HCP to continue to reach the global market will have an 
adversely negative impact on my operation. 

HCP is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). For over 12 years, we have relied 
on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers 
such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. HCP ships an estimated 5200 
carloads a year over this route. This represents 100% of HCPs ethanol production and approximately 
50% of the DDGS feed production. HCP does not have another viable option to ship finished goods into 
the market. 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as HCP, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 

I understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

I would urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

./~µt~~r 
Greg Schwarz 
Lesueur, Lesueur County MN 

Cc: Parties of Record 

- 107 -



 

 

April 18, 2018 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition 
Exemption – In Hennepin County, Minnesota    

  
LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
On behalf of CHS Inc., the nation’s largest farmer-owned cooperative, I am writing to urge the Surface 
Transportation Board (“the Board”) to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 
36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council’s Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota.  The 
Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 
36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 
 
CHS is a large, geographically diverse shipper of agricultural and energy products, including grain and 
fertilizer, whose success is closely tied to the efficient operation of rail service on the Twin Cities & 
Western Railroad Company (“TCW”) rail network. We depend on TCW rail service for efficient and 
effective rail access to move various agricultural commodities to/from the Twin Cities to connect with 
major Class I carriers such as BNSF, Canadian Pacific, and Union Pacific, via a route that includes the 
Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor.   
 
Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities.  When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TCW’s operational and economic ability to 
provide service, or force shippers, such as CHS, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 
 

5500 Cenex Drive 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 
55077 

Farmer-owned with 
global connections 

          245483 
          245479 
 
        ENTERED 
Office  of  Proceedings 
    April 18, 2018 
          Part of  
    Public Record 

- 108 -



Page 2 of 3 
 

We understand the Metropolitan Council has filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an 
arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer 
the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public 
input and understanding.  
 
We urge the Board to delay HCRRA’s request to acquire the common carrier obligation and set a 
procedural schedule to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction – shippers like ourselves 
who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities.  Entrusting the common carrier 
obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that 
important shipper interests and continued effective transportation service will be protected.  In addition, 
deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently – and 
effectively – providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and warrants 
scrutiny by the Board.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Dan Mack 
Vice President  
Rail Transportation & Terminal Operations 
CHS Inc. 
5500 Cenex Drive, MS 320 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077 
Phone: (651) 355-6511 
 
 
 
 
Cc:  Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
By overnight delivery to the STB: 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC  20006 
 
Parties of Record: 
Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC  20007 
 
Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20037 
 
David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20006 
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April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington , DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Central Region Cooperative (CRC) urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition 
seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 
The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 
36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Central Region Cooperative is located in Sleepy Eye, Minnesota with branch offices in Fairfax and Buffalo 
Lake. Central Region Cooperative has facilities in Sleepy Eye, Cobden, Fairfax, Gibbon, Hector, Buffalo 
Lake, Stewart and Cosmos; Minnesota. Central Region Cooperative served 4,728 patrons in the counties 
of Brown, Watonwan , Blue Earth, Redwood, Nicollet, Renville, Sibley, McLeod, Meeker and Kandiyohi; in 
the calendar year ending 12/31/2017. 

Central Region Cooperative utilizes the Twin Cities & Western Railroad to ship corn (26,102,667 
bushels/$91,359,335) soybeans (9,303,148 bushels/$88,379,906) and wheat (148,000 bushels/$740,000) 
to destination markets to add monetary value for the 4,728 patrons it serves. Additionally , Central Region 
Cooperative utilizes the Twin Cities & Western Railroad to receive railcars of fertilizer for crop production 
needs on the 234,000 plus acres that Central Region Cooperative patron's farm . 

For over 17 years, CRC has relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to 
connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth 
corridor. CRC averaged 375 car loadings for the years 2002 through 2011. In 2012 Central Region 
Cooperative invested in excess of $8,000,000 at the Buffalo Lake facility to achieve shuttle loading 
capabilities so that the patrons of the cooperative may benefit from the additional markets that the TCWR 
provides access to. After CRC made the investment in the Buffalo Lake facility, the cooperative has 
averaged 36 shuttle (100-110 cars/shuttle) loadings annually, or 3,780 car loadings annually. 

The Central Region Cooperative board of directors recently approved a capital expenditure project which 
entails construction of a Greenfield Agronomy Facility on land directly east of the CRC Fairfax facility. 
Project costs will exceed $12,000,000. This site was selected specifically because of the existing rail line 
and the capability to 'stage' a loop track in the future to accommodate receiving shuttles of crop nutrients 
as well as shipping shuttles of grain. 

Without the rail access and service that the TCW provides to Central Region Cooperative for the behalf of 
the 4,728 patrons; there is no other economically viable rail route for our products to move to and from 
the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
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Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail 
in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide 
service or force shippers, such as Central Reg ion Cooperative, to subsidize the expense of adding light 
rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership 
of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 

This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the Council 
nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have learned they 
have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared 
corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular shippers 
like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the 
common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little 
assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be protected. 
In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently -
and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and 
warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Peters 
CEO/GM 
Central Region Cooperative 
david. peters@centralreg ioncoop. com 
Mobile: 507-649-0895 

Central Region Cooperative 
64908 State HWY 4 
P.O. Box E 
Fairfax, MN 55332 
Land Line: 507-426-8263, extension 1125 

Central Region Cooperative 
27875 County Road 27 
P.O. Box 429 
Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 
Land Line: 507-794-3031 extension 1125 
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Cc: Parties of Record 

By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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April 18, 2018                         

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 

395 E  Street, S.W.  

Washington, DC  20423-0001 

 

Re:   Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition 

Exemption – In Hennepin County, Minnesota    

  

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 

INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL 

SCHEDULE  

 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

 

Finger Lakes Railway Corp (“FGLK”) urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 

referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 

Council’s Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in 

Hennepin County, Minnesota.  The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail 

Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the 

line. 

 

Seneca Foods is located in Glencoe, (McCloud) County, MN.  Their facility is located on Twin 

Cities & Western Railroad Company (“TCW”).  For over 23 years FGLK  has been operating it’s 

167 Mile rail line in the Central New York State Fingerlakes region and we have relied on TCW 

for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers 

such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor connectioning to either 

CSX or NS at Chicago, IL.  This is a fully integrated move from  a Seneca Foods cannery in MN 

to our Seneca Foods Facility in Geneva, NY.  Together FGLK and TCW have handled an 

average of 30 carloads per year for the last 5 years.  There is always more opportunity based 

upon the harvest, to handle more product from this MN origin to FGLK. Additionally FGLK has 

invested in its Geneva NY, Auburn, NY and Solvay NY Yards and the track, ties and bridges on 

FGLK to  handle 274,000 pound carloads, and soon 286,000 pound carloads to keep its Seneca 

Foods’ Distribution Center competitive for this move. There is no other economically viable rail 

route for our products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. FGLK and  its 

connecting railways have worked hard to keep this commodity in boxcars and direct rail access 

is important as transloading cars at another origin point is just not cost effective for the customer. 

Seneca Foods distribute out of Geneva most of their canned goods to Northeast markets. Without 

a rail rail option this Midwest to Northeast distribution would not be economical. 

FINGER 
LAKES 
RAILWAY 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its 

light rail service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities.  When it was 

determined that the Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a 

joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach 

agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter 

to assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact 

TC&W’s operational and economic ability to provide service  or force shippers, such as Seneca 

Foods to to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor.  This unwarranted action by 

the Metropolitan Council will kill the lane’s business. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has 

filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will 

acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier 

obligation to HCRRA. 

This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 

Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input as a connecting railway on freight rail needs on 

the corridor and we now have learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how 

freight service will be handled on this proposed “shared corridor” route.   

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA’s request to acquire the 

common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction – in 

particular shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the 

Twin Cities.  Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate 

freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective 

transportation service will be protected.  In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an 

agreement with the one entity that is currently – and effectively – providing the common carrier 

service, TCW,  is a matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael V. Smith 

President Finger Lakes Railway 

Cc:  Parties of Record 

Historical 5 Year traffic history includes these canned good carloads shipped by year from 

Glencoe, MN to FGLK at Geneva, NY. 

2017 29 

2016 41 

2015 35 

2014 13 

2013 35 

68 Border City Road 
Geneva, NY  14456
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By mail to the STB: 

 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 

395 E  Street, S.W.  

Washington, DC  20423-0001 

 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 

395 E  Street, S.W., Room 1034 

Washington, DC  20006 

 

Parties of Record: 

 

Edward D. Greenberg 

GKG Law, P.C. 

1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 

Suite 500 

Washington, DC  20007 

 

Charles A. Spitulnik 

Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 

1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 800 

Washington, DC  20036 

 

William A. Mullins 

Baker & Miller PLLC 

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 300 

Washington, DC  20037 

 

David F. Rifkind 

Stinson Leonard Street LLP 

1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 800 

Washington, DC  20006 
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POE'r 
HUMAN I-

April 18, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

PI r J l l.,hN,t l'>\V! l(IJI .\ 3>fl 1 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority - Acquisition Exemption -
In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

POET Nutrition("POET") urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's 
Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

POET operates a trans-load facility in Montevideo, Chippewa County, MN. With a corporate 
office in Sioux Falls, SD POET is a proud leader in the sustainable energy industry. POET is the 
largest producer of ethanol and co-products including DDGs (Distiller's Dried Grains) and 
Distiller's Corn Oil (DCO). Specifically within POET Nutrition, our site is located on Twin Cities & 
Western Railroad Company ("TCW") at Montevideo, MN. For over four years, we have relied on 
TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers 
such as Union Pacific, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we 
ship over 100 carloads a year over this route. Together with TCW, we have developed some 
previously under utilized track and created an opportunity to bring DCO from our bio-processing 
facilities to Montevideo and transload into railcars there. This partnership has created access to 
the New Orleans market for use in renewable bio-diesel production there. This lane has created 
approximately $16mm of value to our business and is critical to our continued success. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its 
light rail service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was 
determined that the Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a 
joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach 
agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to 
assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact 
TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide service or force shippers, such as POET, to 
subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has 
filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will 
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acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation 
to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now 
have learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled 
on this proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the 
common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in 
particular shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the 
Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate 
freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective 
transportation service will be protected . In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an 
agreement with the one entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier 
service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Reiners 
Vice President of Business Development 
POET Nutrition 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 19, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The City of Renville urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding 
(FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The 
Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to 
acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Renville is located in Renville County, MN and is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company 
("TCW"). Renville currently has 2 large cooperations that use this rail system to ship and receive 
products, Farmward Cooperative Elevator and Southern Minnesota Sugar Beet Co-op. Without rail 
service or even limiting the current service could decimate our local economy in the form of lost jobs, 
lost tax base, increased costs to these cooperations and limiting the market potential for them to sell 
their products. There is no other economically viable rail route for these cooperations to move their 
products to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular our 
local shippers who need this vital rail route to move their goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the 
common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little 
assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be 
protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that 
is currently- and effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant 
concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janette Wertish, Mayor 
City of Renville 

Shane Wohl man, City Administrator 
City of Renville 

221 North Main Street
Renville, MN  56284
shanewohlman@ci.renville.mn.us
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 

Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record : 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Minnesota valley Regional Rail Authority 

200 s Mill Street 
PO Box 481 
Redwood Falls, MN 
56283 

Phone: 507-637-4084 

E-mail: julie@radc.org 

Serving the communities and counties of carver, Sibley, Renville, 
Redwood, and Yellow Medicine in Minnesota 

April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority (MVRRA) which represents Carver, Sibley, Renville, Redwood, 
and Yellow Medicine Counties as owners of our 94. 7 miles of track which was purchased from the Chicago North­
western (CNW) Railroad back in 1982, urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced pro­
ceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should 
also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common 
carrier obligations for the line. MVRRA negotiated track rights through these corridors at the time of the purchase 
from CNW Railroad so we could still ship our freight rail through these corridors of commerce back in 1982. 

The Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority owns the 94.7 miles of track from Norwood Young America to 
Hanley Falls, MN, and contracts to TC&W/Minnesota Prairie Line to be the rail operator and serve all of our ship­
pers along our line. We serve 16 communities, and our shippers representthousands of patrons and shareholders of 
their companies and cooperatives who are heavily dependent on TC& W for getting their shipments to their end 
users all over the US and the global economy that we serve. For over 15 years, we have relied on TCW for effi­
cient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, Candian 
Pacific, and Union Pacific, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. Our shippers generate over 
6500 carloads a year over this route. Our shippers have made millions of dollars of private investment along our 
rail line in their own facilities which depend on rail service on a daily basis. There is no other economically viable 
rail route for our shippers products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail service 
from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council 
had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that it 
would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during con­
struction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively im­
pact TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide service or force our shippers to subsidize the expense 
of adding light rail to the corridor. 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its present Petition asking the 
Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the 
common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the Council nor HCRRA has ever 
sought our shippers input on freight rail needs on the corridor or our input as the owners of the track, and we now have learned they 
have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common carrier obligation in order to 
solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular the shippers located on the Minnesota Valley Regional Rail 
Authority's track who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obliga­
tion to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued 
effective transportation service will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and war­
rants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B~ !!i: County Commfasione< 
Chairman of Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority 

Cc: Parties of Record 

By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 

Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Form A Feed Inc, urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 
36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The 
Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA" ) request in FD 36177 to 
acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Form A Feed, Inc is located in Stewart, Mccloud County, MN. Form A Feed, Inc operates a rail receiving 
facility in Stewart, located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW" ), in which we receive 
various ingredients and products for mixing or packaging serving agriculture across all of our 
neighboring states. For many years, we have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the 
Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass 
Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we receive thousands of tons of product via ra il a year over this 
route. This business is important to us. We built a new facility in Stewart 9 years ago with the intent to 
serve the market place for the long term. Abandonment of this line would render this factilty useless 
and should NOT be allowed to happen without due process. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light ra il /freight rai l 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Counci l to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rai l service during construct ion and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as Form A Feed, Inc, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail 
to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Counci l w ill acquire 
ownership of the ra il line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 

Form-A-Fe I 740 Bowman St., Stewart, MN 55385 I 800.422.3649 I ww formafeed.com 
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This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rai l route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

i e President Operations 
F. rm A Feed, Inc. 
40 Bowman Street 

Stewart MN 55385 

Form-A-Fee I 740 Bowman St., Stewart, MN 55385 I 800.422.3649 I www.fcrrnafeed m 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S. W ., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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GRANI T E FALLS EN E RGY, LLC 
P.O. BOX 216 • 15045 HIGHWAY 23 SE• GRANITE FALLS, MN• 56241-0216 

PHONE: 320/564-3100 • FAX: 320/564-3190 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 16, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Granite Falls Energy, LLC urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 
36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire 
ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay 
the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier 
obligations for the line. 

Granite Falls Energy, LLC is located in Chippewa County, Granite Falls, MN. Granite Falls Energy, LLC is a fuel 
ethanol manufacturer which not only ships the majority of its ethanol to U.S. coastal areas for market but DDGS 
(Dried Distillers Grains w/Solubles) by rail and is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). 
For over 12+ years, we have relied on TC&W RR for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect 
with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we 
ship over 6600 rail car loads and returning empty cars a year of our main products over this route. Granite Falls 
Energy, LLC has expended over $7 million in rail spurs, siding and rail loop tracks land and rail car moving 
equipment since our initial start of business to stage and ship our products via unit trains and relies heavily on 
TC&W RR to get our cars to the main switching yard in So. St.Paul to continue on to its destination and return to the 
same yard via 1st class carriers. Rail transportation of our products is the most economical means of transportation 
for our company and there is no other economically viable rail route from our plant site for our products to move to 
and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TC&W RR informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail service 
from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council 
had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TC&W RR committed that 
it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during 
construction and thereafter to assure that the presence oflight rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively 
impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide service or force shippers, such as Granite Falls 
Energy, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TC&W RR and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail 
line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
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This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the Council nor 
HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have learned they have no 
agreements in place with TC& W RR on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared corridor" 
route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common carrier 
obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular shippers like ourselves 
who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation 
to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in 
continued effective transportation service will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an 
agreement with the one entity that is currently - and effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a 
matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

Mr. Steve Christensen, CEO/GM 
Mr. Eric Baukol, Risk Manager 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Ritkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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April 18, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority - Acquisition 
Exemption-

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD 
COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL 
SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Midwest Agri-Commodities Company ("MAC") urges the Board to set a procedural 
schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a 
full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass 
Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also 
stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to 
acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

MAC is located in San Rafael, CA. MAC markets, distributes and finances well over 1.5 
million tons of solid and liquid sugar beet products a year to North, South and Central 
America, along with European, African and Asian countries for its members including 
Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative ("SMBSC") which is located at Renville, 
MN. For over 39 years, SMBSC and the TCW have been a vital channel to MAC's 
European and African business. SMBSC rail service is provided by Twin Cities & 
Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). MAC and SMBSC rely on TCW for efficient and 
effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers in the Twin 
Cities, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. MAC requires efficient 
and effective rail service to serve its customers throughout the United States and abroad. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to 
expand its light rail service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. 
When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass 
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Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW committed that 
it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to 
freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence oflight 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and 
economic ability to provide service or force shippers, such as MAC and its members, to 
subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW 
and has filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the 
Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the 
common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. 
Neither the Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the 
corridor and we now have learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how 
freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire 
the common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this 
transaction - in particular shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move 
our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public 
entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important 
shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be protected. In 
addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is 
currently- and effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andy Ford, President 
Midwest Agri-Commodities 
999 Fifth Ave. Suite 500 
San Rafael, CA 94901 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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April 18, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority- Acquisition 
Exemption - In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pilot Travel Centers LLC ("PTC") urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition 
seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, 
Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") 
request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

By way of background, PTC is the largest operator of travel centers in North America with more than 
7 50 locations in 43 states and six Canadian provinces. As you may imagine, a fundamental and integral 
function of our business is the supply and distribution of fuels and other products to our customers at 
our travel centers across the United State and Canada. One of those critical products for our 
commercial truck drivers is diesel exhaust fluid, or "DEF", which is required by all modern diesel 
engines and used to lower the nitrogen oxide concentration in diesel exhaust emissions. PTC often 
uses the rail system for delivery ofraw materials to its DEF blending plants across the country and for 
delivery of finished DEF to certain customers and serves fiS a means to ensure efficient and cost­
effective delivery of DEF to its customers at its travel centers. 

PTC has a track agreement with Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW") to provide service 
over the MPL Mainline to PTC's DEF blending facility in Arlington, Minnesota. PTC has invested 
approximately $1.8 million dollars into building a DEF terminal and rehabilitating industry track line 
in Arlington, adjacent to the MPL Mainline, for purposes of transporting raw materials and finished 
DEF. Over the past year, we have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities 
to connect with major Class I carriers, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We 
estimate that we ship over 150 carloads a year over this route. Given our significant investment in the 
Arlington terminal and the volume of product we route through this terminal, there is no other 
economically viable rail route for our products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 
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It is PTC's understanding that Metropolitan Council is seeking to expand its light rail service from 
Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities, and that TCW and the Metropolitan Council have 
been involved in negotiations regarding this topic for some time. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability 
to provide service or force shippers, such as PTC, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 

This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor, and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

~itted •. 

Brad Jenkins 
Sr. Vice President, Supply & Distribution 

cc: Parties of Record 
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Montff--~ * fl_([-fl_merica City * 

103 Canton Ave., P.O. Box 517 Montevideo, Minnesota 56265 Telephone: 320 / 269-6575 Fax: 320 / 269-9340 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 17, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The City of Montevideo urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced 
proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition 
seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 
The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 
36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Montevideo is located in Chippewa County, MN, and is served by the Twin Cities & Western Railroad 
Company ("TCW") line. For over20 years our area has relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail 
access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the 
Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. Both agricultural and industrial users in our area rely on the TCW There 
is no other economically viable rail route for our products to move to and from the Twin Cities rail 
terminal. Any issues with access to these markets will put an economic strain on our community. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 

Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the CounciHo reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor'' route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 
Mayor and Council 

%:y, ~ 
·stevenC.~ 
City Manager 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 19, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 

INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

AmeriGas Propane, L.P. ("AmeriGas") urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 
referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Counci l's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

AmeriGas Propane, L.P. is the largest propane retailer in the United States, serving approximate ly two 
million customers in all fifty states from approximate ly 2,000 propane distribution locations. AmeriGas 
has 650 district offices with approximately 8,500 employees nationwide. AmeriGas relies heavily on rail 
to ensure the adequate and safe delivery of propane to our customers. We have collaborated with TCW 
for rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes 
the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we sh ip over 7.4MM gallons a year over this route. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certa in suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, we understand that TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements 
both to minimize disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the 
presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor wou ld not negative ly impact TC&W's operational and 
economic ability to provide service or force shippers, such as AmeriGas, to subsidize the expense of 
adding light rail to the corridor. 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its present 
Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the 
rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~L 
Vice President of Supply & Logistics 
AmeriGas Propane, L.P. 

11450 Compaq Center West Dr., Suite 400
Houston, TX  77070
torri.stuckey@amerigas.com

- 146 -



By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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April 20, 2018 
 
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E  Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC  20423-0001 
 
Re:   Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council – Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority – Acquisition Exemption  
 

In Hennepin County, Minnesota    
  

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY’S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  

 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
Cooperative Network is one of the largest associations of its kind in the country and serves 
more than 400 member-cooperatives. Our members are owned by more than 6.1 million 
residents of Minnesota and Wisconsin and include member-owned farm supply, dairy 
marketing, livestock marketing, financial, health care, mutual insurance, processing, consumer, 
electric utility, housing, and worker-owned cooperatives, among others. 
 
Cooperative Network respectfully urges the Surface Transportation Board (Board) to set a 
procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment 
and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council’s Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass 
Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. We would also respectfully urge 
the Board to stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority’s (“HCRRA”) request in FD 36177 
to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 
 
Cooperative Network members rely on the Twin Cities & Western Railroad (TC&W) for efficient 
and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a 
route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. Several years ago, TC&W was informed 
that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail service from Minneapolis west 
to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council had 
selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TC&W 
committed that it would work with the Council. This included agreements to both minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence 
of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W’s operational and 
economic ability to provide service for force shippers to subsidize the expense of adding light 
rail to the corridor. 
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Cooperative Network understands the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended 
negotiations with TC&W and has filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an 
arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board 
to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither 
the Council nor HCRRA has ever sought input on freight rail needs on the corridor. In addition, 
we have now learned that they have no agreements in place with TC&W on how freight service 
will be handled on this proposed “shared corridor” route.   
 
Cooperative Network urges the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA’s request 
to acquire the common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this 
transaction – in particular agricultural co-op shippers who need this vital rail route to move 
goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that 
does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper interests in 
continued effective transportation service will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter 
without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently – and effectively – 
providing the common carrier service, TC&W, is a matter of significant concern and warrants 
close scrutiny by the Board.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dan Smith 
President & CEO 
                                  
Cc:  Parties of Record 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 16, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

F.W. Cobs Company urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding 
(FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The 
Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to 

- --- ---- --- ---acquiretbe_common carrier obligations for the line. 

Our grain elevator is located in Stewart, MN. This elevator allows us to access organic markets in 
Minnesota that we have not had access to before. We are a primary supplier of Organic Grain for 
animal feed to customers on both the East and West Coasts. The TCWR gives us access to all markets as 
it interchanges with mostly all class 1 railroads and the elevator is located on Twin Cities & Western 
Railroad Company ("TCW"). Since purchasing our facility in December 2017, we have relied on TCW for 
efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a 
route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we will ship over 200 carloads a 

year over this route. We selected this specific site because of the TCWR's efficiency and access to 
interchange with the other larger railroads. We have invested hundreds of thousands of dollars to get 
the operation running in Stewart, MN in the past year, and have already well exceeded our goals for 
shipping in the region due to the reliable service we get from the TCWR. This allows us to provide a 
boost to local farmers as well as competitive pricing to our customers on both coasts. 

TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail service from 
Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the Metropolitan 
Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW 
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committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize disruption to 
freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail in the 
freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide 
service or force shippers, such as F.W. Cobs Company, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to 
the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor'' route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively- providing the com o · carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Boar. 

Cc: Parties of Record 
PO Box 30
Saint Albans Bay, VT  05481
brooks@fwcobs.com
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Randy Kramer, Chair 
Renville County Board of Commissioners 
Renville County Government Services Center 
Suite 315 
105 South 5th Street 

Olivia, MN S6277-1484 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Renville 
N . , 

Service · Stewardship · Shared Responsibility 

April 17, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 

Phone: 320-523-3710 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority - Acquisition Exemption -
In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Renville County urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 
36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire 
ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. We also 
respectfully request that the Board stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") 
request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Renville County is an agricultural county located in southwestern MN. For over 27 years, Renville County 
businesses have relied on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW") for efficient and effective 
rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the 
Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. In 2017 Renville County was the largest producer of corn and second 
largest producer of soybeans, with 53 .3 million bushels and 11.9 million bushels respectively being 
transported over this route. We are also home to the world's largest sugar refinery, processing 3.6 million 
tons of sugar beets annually. In addition, there are new facilities being proposed and built in our county 
based on the availability of this rail access, resulting in an even greater demand placed on this rail line. 
There is no other economically viable rail route for our county's products to move to and from the Twin 
Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
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disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light rail 
in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership 
of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. This is a very 
complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the Council nor the HCRRA 
has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor, and we now have learned they have no 
agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared corridor" 
route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA' s request to acquire the common carrier 
obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular shippers who 
need-this-vit.alrail route to move goods through-the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation 
to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that important shipper 
interests in continued effective transportation service will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter 
without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the 
common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Q,_ J 7,1._..,, .. 
Ran~ramer, Chair 
Renville County Board of Commissioners 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office _ _of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 

-Washington,-DG -2003 7 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Mosaic· 
~~ 

April 20, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

13830 Circa Crossing Drive, 
Lithia, Florida 33547 
www.mosaicco.com 
Phone: 813-500-6489 
Fax: 813-571-6923 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority - Acquisition 
Exemption - In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETIER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES 7 WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE 
BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The Mosaic Company urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding 

(FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 

acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board 

should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to 

acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

The Mosaic Company is the world's leading integrated producer and marketer of concentrated 

phosphate and potash. We mine and process phosphate and potash minerals into crop nutrients, and 

then ship to our customers in the major agricultural centers of the world. 

Many farmers depend on the fertilizer we ship to customers located on TCW. We depend on TCW rail 

service for efficient and effective rail access to move various fertilizer products to the Twin Cities to 

connect with Major Class I carriers such as BNSF, Canadian Pacific, and Union Pacific, via a route that 

includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 

service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 

Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/ Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail/ freight rail 

corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 

disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 

rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TCW's operational and economic ability to 

provide service, or force shippers, such as Mosaic, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 

corridor. 

Page 1 of 3 
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Mosaic'· 
~~ 

13830 Circa Crossing Drive, 
Lithia, Florida 33547 
www.mosaicco.com 
Phone: 813-500-6489 
Fax: 813-571-6923 

We understand the Metropolitan Council has filed its present Petition asking the board to approve an 

arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to 

transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. This is a very complicated transaction that needs full 

public input and understanding. 

We urge the Board to delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common carrier obligation and set a 

procedural schedule to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - shippers like ourselves 

who need to vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier 

obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that 

important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be protected. In addition, 

deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently- and 

effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and warrants 

close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cc: Parties of Record 

By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
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Mosaic· 
~~ 

Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitalnick 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washing, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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1157 Valley Park Drive - Suite 100 Main 952.465.3220 Fax 952.465.3221 www.rpmgllc.com 

Shakopee, MN 55379 -----------------------------

April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority- Acquisition Exemption -
In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Renewable Products Marketing Group, LLC (RPMG) urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the 
above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") 
request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

RPMG is located in Shakopee, MN, Scott County, MN. As a Minnesota based company established in 1996, 
RPMG has been marketing ethanol and co-products for over 20 years. We currently market : nearly 2 
billion gallons of ethanol; in excess of 2.2 million tons of Dried Distillers Grains; and over 300 million 
pounds of Distillers Corn Oil on an annual basis. We provide essential marketing and supply services to 
our members and marketing partners. RPMG is a leader in renewable fuels, with an unwavering 
commitment to renewable energy as a whole. One of our member plants, Heartland Corn Products (HCP), 
Winthrop, MN is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW" ). For over 20 years, we 
have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I 
carriers such as BNSF, CPRS and UP, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We ship over 
4,700 carloads a year over this route . There is no other economically viable rail route for our products to 
move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corrido r for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both that: 
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1157 Valley Park Drive - Suite 100 Main 952 .465.3220 Fax 952.465.3221 www.rpmgllc.com 

Shakopee, MN 55379 ------------------------------

(1) minimized disruption to freight rail service during construction, and (2) to assure that the presence of 
light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability 
to provide service or force shippers, such as RPMG on behalf of Heartland Corn Products (HCP), to 
subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed its 
present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire ownership 
of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. This is a very 
complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the Council nor HCRRA 
has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have learned they have no 
agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared corridor" 
route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common carrier 
obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular shippers like 
ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the 
common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little 
assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be protected. 
In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one entity that is currently­
and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and 
warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~)«~t~ 
Douglas l Punke, CEO 
Renewable Products Marketing Group, LLC 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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COMMISSIONER RON SHIMANSKI 
1st District 
Phone (320) 327-0112 
23808 Jet Avenue 
Silver Lake, MN 55381 
Ron.Shimanski@co.mdeod.mn.us 

COMMISSIONER RICH POHLMEIER 
4th District 
Phone (320) 587-6084 
2071st Ave S 
Brownton, MN 55312 
Rich.Pohlmeier@co.mdeod.mn.us 

April 16, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

County of McLeod 
830 11th Street East 

Glencoe, Minnesota 55336 
FAX (320) 864-1809 

COMMISSIONER DOUG KRUEGER 
2nd District 
Phone (320) 864-5944 
9525 County Road 2 
Glencoe, MN 55336 
Doug.Krueger@co.mcleod.mn.us 

COMMISSIONER JOE NAGEL 
5th District 
Phone (320) 587-8693 
20849 196th Road 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
Joseph.Nagel@co.mcleod.mn.us 

COMMISSIONER PAUL WRIGHT 
3ru District 
Phone (320) 587-7332 
15215 County Road 7 
Hutchinson, MN 55350 
Paul.Wright@co.mcleod.mn.us 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
CINDY FORD 
Phone ~320) 864-1363 
830 11 1 Street East, Suite 11 O 
Glencoe, MN 55336 
Cindy.Schultz@co.mcleod.mn.us 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 

INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

McLeod County Board of Commissioners urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 
referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

McLeod County, Minnesota is located west of the Twin Cities metropolitan area adjacent to the County 
of Carver. The Twins Cities & Western Railroad Company (TCW) rail lines travel through the county. We 
have three (3) companies located on and depend on the freight rails to ship their commodities; Seneca 
Foods Corporation located in the City of Glencoe, United Farmers Cooperative located in near the City of 
Brownton and Form-A-Feed located in the City of Stewart. For over fifty (SO) years, they have relied on 
TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as 

1 I Page 
Working together, providing quality service, being fiscally responsible and 

maintaining integrity through common sense decision making 

MCLEOD COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. Not to mention the capital investments 
that these companies have made. There is no other economically viable rail route for our products to 
move to and from the Twin Cities rail terminal. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as Seneca Foods Corporation1 United Farmers Cooperative and 
Form-A-Feed, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
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Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 16, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 

INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Step Saver Inc urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 
36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to 
acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The 
Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to 
acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Step Saver Inc is located in Morton, MN located in Renville County, MN. Step Saver Inc is a Salt delivery 
company, that brings in bulk solar salt via covered hopper bottom rail cars that originates from Salt Lake 
City Utah, and delivers it to customers located thru out southern MN and Eastern SD. Step Saver Inc is 
located on MPL located which is operated by the Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). For 
over 22 years, we have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect 
with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We 
estimate we ship over 120 carloads a year over this route. Step Saver Inc has invested approximately 
$900,000 into its rail site that has storage capacity of over 3,000 tons of salt storage capacity. Step Saver 
Inc then distributes this salt without the need to either haul it direct from Utah or send trucks from the 
TC metro area. If Step Saver would lose this access, and it would have a catastrophic financial burden to 
maintain a profitable company. Step Saver Inc employees 12 full time employees in the South West area 
in MN that provides an excellent living for its employees and also provides retirement and health 
insurance. Step Saver Inc is also a family owned business. 

Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
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Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as Step Saver Inc, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to 
the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor nor have we now 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively - providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Cc: Parties of Record 

Charles J Steffi, President and Owner 
Step Saver Inc 
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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 16, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LEITER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Farmers Union Oil Company of Montevideo urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 
referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Farmers Union Oil Company is located in Chippewa County, MN. Farmers Union Oil Company is Ag 
related business which sells fertilizer, propane etc. Farmers Union Oil Company is located on Twin Cities 
& Western Railroad Company ("TCW"). For over 40years, we have relied on TCW for efficient and 
effective rail access to the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that 
includes the Bass corridor. We estimate we over 20 carloads a year over this 

to move and Twin 

service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Keniiworth·corridor for a joint iight raii /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with th.e Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational a11d economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as ADM., CHS, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the 
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We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently - and effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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April 19, 2018 

MIDWEST 

SHIPPERS 
Assoc1ATION 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Connecting the World's Best Premium Oilseeds and Grains Producers 
with the World's Best Customers 

10800 Lynda le Avenue South, Suite 159 , Bloomington, MN 55420 USA 
Phone: 952-253-6231 , Fax: 952-253-6227 

Email: staff@mnshippers.com 
www.midwestshippers.com 

www.grainconference.org 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

The Midwest Shippers Association (MSA) urges the Surface Transportation Board to set a procedural 
schedule in the above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
the Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth 
corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional 
Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

The Midwest Shippers Association is a regional, multi-state trade association made up of small, medium, 
and some larger sized companies that source, ship and export a wide range of agricultural grain and 
oilseed commodities for food and feed uses. MSA's membership is also made up of some farmer 
producers, and companies that are suppliers to our ag shipping members and sector, including 
international freight forwarders, bulk grain transloaders, and various grain quality service companies 
and organizations. MSA is based in the Twin Cities. Our members include cooperative elevators with 
facilities located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TC&W"). MSA also has export trading 
company members that on occasion ship distillers grains from ethanol plants served by TC&W, and 
other commodities sourced from the important central Minnesota area served by the TC&W. 

The TC&W railroad serves an absolutely vital role in transporting bulk agricultural commodities from one 
of the most productive areas of Minnesota through to the main Class One railroads and river barge 
shipping operations in the Twin Cities. The TC & W railroad section the Metropolitan Council is seeking 
to abruptly take over is a main artery for shipping a large volume of Minnesota farmers' grain 
production on to customers nationally, and to international destinations. In attempting to do this, the 
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Met Council would shortcircuit proceedings that would allow adequate time for understanding and 
comment by affected parties. 

Twin City & Western's main line and Minnesota Prairie Line serves five large shuttle loading elevators 
that load unit trains, plus processing plants that ship large trains of ethanol fuel and distillers grain feed 
products, and other agricultural and industrial/warehouse shippers. These shippers are dependent 
upon having timely, reliable service from TC&W to be able to serve their customers timely and reliably. 

Moreover, shippers of all kinds today are experiencing major challenges for the trucking industry -- from 
a shortage of drivers, to rising costs and the unsettling impact of mandatory electronic monitoring 
devices limiting their flexibility when facing congestion and time delays in the metropolitan area. The 
trucking industry challenges of today are projected to get worse in the future, and experts say that 
portends an increasingly important role for railroad shipping of bulk ag commodities. The need for the 
service TC&W provides now, will increase in the future. 

Several years ago, TC&W informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not jeopardize TC&W's operational and economic ability to provide 
vital service to agricultural shippers. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and understanding. Neither the 
Council nor HCRRA has ever sought our input on freight rail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TC&W on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. The manner in which this has all recently come about causes us 
grave concern that the Council and related government entities have little comprehension and 
appreciation for the vital freight rail shipping role this section of rail tracks, owned and operated ably by 
the TC&W, holds for a large region of Minnesota agriculture. The responsibility to equally serve freight 
rail needs of shippers must not be diminished by operations of the new passenger rail service. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively- providing the common carrier service -TCW - is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 
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Cc: Parties of Record 

By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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------ ® ENTERPRISES11 INC. 
POST OFFICE BOX 249 / MANDEVILLE, LA 70470-0249 / (985) 867-3500 

April 23, 2018 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority - Acquisition 
Exemption-

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

My name is Charlie Threlkeld. I am the General Manager of Rail Transportation for 
Consolidated Grain & Barge Company (CGB). Consolidated Grain and Barge Company is the 
5th largest grain company in the United States. We provide a market for our farmer 
customers at our 90+ grain elevators scattered throughout the Midwestern U.S. 

One of our grain elevators is located in Savage, MN. This elevator is owned by Riverland AG. 
CGB has a put through agreement in place with Riverland AG. This location receives grain 
from grain elevators served by the Twin Cities & Western Railroad (TCWR). In 2017, CGB 
originated approximately 2500 car loads of grain from TCWR origins. This represents roughly 
10,000 trucks that did not come into the Twin Cities area. We hope to expand our rail volume 
going forward. 

It has come to our attention that the negotiations between the TCWR and the Metropolitan 
Council regarding operations over some segments of track owned by the Council have 
ceased. We support the need for increased light rail usage, but putting more trucks on the 
road to replace the commuter's automobiles is not the path forward. 

Consolidated Grain & Barge Company urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the 
above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on 
Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth 
corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County 
rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for 
the line. 

Respectfully submitted, 

t-1-__--pd 
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Via E-File to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A. Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A. Mullins 
Baker & MHler PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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~ 
ADM 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 23, 2018 

Gregory Webb 
Vice President - State Government Relations 
Archer Daniels Midland Company 
Global Headquarters 
77 W. Wacker Drive, Suite 4600 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
Webb@adm.com 
t (312) 634.8465 / f (312) 634.8498 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council - Petition for Declaratory 
Order 

Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority­
Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL 
SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Archer Daniels Midland "ADM" urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the 
above referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full 
hearing on Metropolitan Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass 
Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin County, Minnesota. The Board should 
also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's ("HCRRA") request in FD 
36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

ADM operates in Renville & Swift, Counties, Minnesota and is in the business of 
shipping dry beans grown in Minnesota from our Appleton and Olivia, MN plants 
located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad Company ("TCW") lines. For years, we 
have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rail access to the Twin Cities to 
connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass 
Lake/Kenilworth corridor. A material amount of the product shipped from these 
plants is transported via the TCW. Our ability to serve customers may be 
interrupted with any disruption on the TCW. 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to 
expand its light rail service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban 
communities. When it was determined that the Metropolitan Council had selected 
the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail corridor, TCW 
committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to 
minimize disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to 
assure that the presence of light rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively 
impact TCW' s operational and economic ability to provide service or force shippers, 
such as ADM, to subsidize the expense of adding light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently ended negotiations with TCW and 
has filed its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby 
the Council will acquire ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer 
the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 

This is a very complicated transaction that needs full public input and 
understanding. Neither the Council nor HCRRA has sought our input on the freight 
rail needs on the corridor. We now have learned that there are no agreements in 
place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this proposed "shared 
corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to 
acquire the common carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected 
by this transaction - in particular shippers like ADM who need this vital rail route to 
move goods through the Twin Cities. Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a 
public entity that does not operate freight rail service provides little assurance that 
important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service will be 
protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with 
the one entity that is currently - and effectively - providing the common carrier 
service, TCW, is a matter of significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the 
Board. 

We are not opposed to co-locating passenger rail service with freight service. The 
intent of this letter is to ensure a balance is struck in this corridor between the 
needs of shippers and the needs of the travelling public. 

Cc: Parties of Record 
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By mail to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

By overnight delivery to the STB: 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034 
Washington, DC 20006 

Parties of Record: 

Edward D. Greenberg 
GKG Law, P.C. 
1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20007 

Charles A Spitulnik 
Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP 
1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

William A Mullins 
Baker & Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 

David F. Rifkind 
Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 
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