
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
TRANSPORTATION BUREAU/ RAIL SAFETY SECTION 

Michael E. Stead 
April 27, 2017 

Ann D. Begeman, Acting Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Rail Safety Program Administrator 

RE: Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Abandonment Exemption - Between 
Mansfield and Bloomington, IL, in Mclean, DeWitt and Piatt Counties, 
Illinois, AB-290 (Sub-No. 393X) 

Dear Ms. Begeman: 

The Illinois Commerce Commission Railroad Safety Section (ICC Staff) acknowledges 
receipt of Norfolk Southern Railway Company's (NS) letter and attachments, dated April 
20, 2017, stating the company's intent to file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) in STB Docket AB-290 (Sub-No. 393X), on or about May 5, 
2017. 

This office has reviewed NS's letter and attachments, and offers the following comments: 

1. In the Environmental Report 49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives, 
NS states: "Following abandonment, the Line's rail and track material will be salvaged. 
Salvage will consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing 
roadbed ... the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface." Response: ICC 
Staff notes that in addition to the track material removal and smoothing of the 
railroad bed, NS will need to remove a total of 38 public highway-rail grade 
crossings and 32 private grade crossings from various roadways, including 
removal and disposal of any remaining crossing surface material, track 
material, and warning deviceslsignage. NS will also need to arrange filling of 
the pavement void spaces to the satisfaction of the various highway agencies 
and private individuals. A list of the various crossings in the abandonment area 
is enclosed. 

The NS Strategic Management Group has assured ICC Staff that it is coordinating to 
accomplish the grade crossing removals to the satisfaction of the various highway 
agencies and land owners. As such, ICC Staff takes no exception to NS's proposed 
abandonment exemption. 
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NS will need to submit a Form 1 Notice to the ICC RSS before commencing the removal 
at any of the 38 public grade crossings, and then file a Form 2 Notice upon completion of 
the work and reopening of the public roadways. 

I trust this information will be helpful. If you have any questions, or need additional 
information, please contact me at (217) 557-1285 or mstead@icc.illinois.gov. 

Very truly yours, 

Michael E. Stead 
Rail Safety Program Administrator 

Enclosure 
cc: Crystal Zorbaugh, Counsel for NS 

Jackie Corletto, NS 

AT 

Herbert Smith, NS 
Julianne Freeman, NS 
Lawanda Poarch, NS 
Frederick Schesny, NS 
Stephen Klinger, NS 
Ben McElroy, NS 
McLean County Regional Planning Commission 
McLean County Highway Department 
Piatt County Highway Department 
DeWitt County Highway Department 
City of LeRoy 
Village of Downs 
City of Bloomington 
City of Farmer City 
Village of Mansfield 
Blue Ridge Township, Piatt County 
Santa Anna Township, DeWitt County 
Empire Township, McLean County 
Old Town Township, McLean County 
Downs Township, McLean County 
Bloomington City Township, McLean County 
IDOT, Region 3, District 5 
IDOT, Central Bureau of Local Roads 
IDOT, Office of Chief Counsel 
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