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Ann D. Begeman, Acting Chairman
Surface Transportation Board
Office of Environmental Analysis
395 E Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

RE: Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment Exemption — Between
Mansfield and Bloomington, IL, in MclLean, DeWitt and Piatt Counties,
lllinois, AB-290 (Sub-No. 393X)

Dear Ms. Begeman:

The lllinois Commerce Commission Railroad Safety Section (ICC Staff) acknowledges
receipt of Norfolk Southern Railway Company’s (NS) letter and attachments, dated April
20, 2017, stating the company's intent to file a Notice of Exemption with the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) in STB Docket AB-290 (Sub-No. 393X), on or about May 5,
2017.

This office has reviewed NS'’s letter and attachments, and offers the following comments:

1. In the Environmental Report 49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives,
NS states: “Following abandonment, the Line’s rail and track material will be salvaged.
Salvage will consist of removing the rail and track material from the existing
roadbed...the contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface.” Response: ICC
Staff notes that in addition to the track material removal and smoothing of the
railroad bed, NS will need to remove a total of 38 public highway-rail grade
crossings and 32 private grade crossings from various roadways, including
removal and disposal of any remaining crossing surface material, track
material, and warning devices/signage. NS will also need to arrange filling of
the pavement void spaces to the satisfaction of the various highway agencies
and private individuals. A list of the various crossings in the abandonment area
is enclosed.

The NS Strategic Management Group has assured ICC Staff that it is coordinating to
accomplish the grade crossing removals to the satisfaction of the various highway
agencies and land owners. As such, ICC Staff takes no exception to NS’s proposed
abandonment exemption.
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NS will need to submit a Form 1 Notice to the ICC RSS before commencing the removal
at any of the 38 public grade crossings, and then file a Form 2 Notice upon completion of
the work and reopening of the public roadways.

| trust this information will be helpful. If you have any questions, or need additional
information, please contact me at (217) 557-1285 or mstead@icc.illinois.gov.

Very truly yours,

A

Michael E. Stead
Rail Safety Program Administrator

Enclosure

cc.  Crystal Zorbaugh, Counsel for NS
Jackie Corletto, NS
Herbert Smith, NS
Julianne Freeman, NS
Lawanda Poarch, NS
Frederick Schesny, NS
Stephen Klinger, NS
Ben McElroy, NS
McLean County Regional Planning Commission
MclLean County Highway Department
Piatt County Highway Department
DeWitt County Highway Department
City of LeRoy
Village of Downs
City of Bloomington
City of Farmer City
Village of Mansfield
Blue Ridge Township, Piatt County
Santa Anna Township, DeWitt County
Empire Township, McLean County
Old Town Township, McLean County
Downs Township, McLean County
Bloomington City Township, McLean County
IDOT, Region 3, District 5
IDOT, Central Bureau of Local Roads
IDOT, Office of Chief Counsel
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Hinois Commerce Commission

PUBLIC CROSSINGS

List of Crossings to be Abandoned Between Mansfieid and Bloomington

DOTH XING TYPE CD COUNTY NEAR CITY TOWNSHIP MILE JURISDICTION AADT WARN DEVICE
11543282 [Pub-Hwy-Al Grads Praft Near CR 48.307 175{Crossbuc
215 Pub-Hwy-At Grade Piati Near CR 49,4017
3 Fub-Hwy-At Grade Piat Near CR 56.3617c hip
4 Pub-Hwy-4Af Grads Pratt REEY C 51.40{ Township 251 Crassbucks
5 Pub-Hwy-4t Grade Piatt o §2.40 Township O0Fiast Lies ¢
IS Pub-Hwy-At Grade Pratt TR §3.20  Township Crossbucks
7 Bub-Hwy-Al Grade De Wit 54.501Slate 4.250{Gates
g Pub-rHwy-At Grade De Witt in 54.80 [Municipal OfFiast Lites
s} Pub-Hwy-Af Grade De witt in SANTA ANNA 54 901 Municipal
10 Bu-Hwy-Al Grads De Wit Near SANTA ANNA 55.60] Township i ash Les mast)
11 Pub-rwy-At Grade De Witt Near SANTA ANNA 56.80 {rossbu
12 Huwy-Al Grade De Wit Near 58.20{ 7o
13 Hwy-At Grade Mclean Near 598047
1415 Mctean Near 80.30{ T
15 Near 61.00]State
16 Near 62201 Township
17 Pub-Hwy-At Grade n 64.25
Pub-Hwy-At Grade in 64.35
Pub-tHwy-A! Grade in 64 .40) Municpai
Fup-Hwy-Al Grade i EMPIRE 84 45 Municipai Flast Litas (mast)
Pub-Hwy-At Grade Mol ean in 6458 Municipal GiCrossbucks
Pub-Hwy-Al Grade Mol aan in 64,59  Municipal 1081 Cosshn
Pub-Hwy-At Giade Melean 6470 Municipal 209} Fiash Lites {mast)
Pub-Hwy-At Grade 64.74 | Municipal Flash Lites {mas!}
rPub-Hwy-A% Grade fen 54,901 Mumicipal Crossbucks
Pub-Hwy-At Grade Mclean EMPIRE 64.30{Mu i 3iNe WID {flag reg'd}
Pub-Hwy-At Grade Mcloan ERMPIRE 86.20] Township G{Cr
tcLean ERPIRE 67.30] Township GjCro:
McLoan DOWNS 69.25 Township GiCrossbucks
Hwy-Al Grade Mot ean in DOWNS COWNS 71.10]{County des (mast)
ﬁukawv‘Ai Grade McLean in DOWNS DOWNS WOMAIN STREET 74.26{Municipal {mast}
Pub-FHwy-At Grade Molean DOWNS BLOOMINGTON CRAGOGE 72.89|County 1 }
Pub-Hwy-At Grade Pct DOWNS CLOTOWN CREAN 73.06{ Township
Pub-Hwy-Al Grade tMelean BLOOMINGTON  1BLOOMINGTON CRITS0E 74,79 Township 405] Crosshucks
Pub-Hwy-At Grate Mol ean BLOOMINGTON  |BLOOMINGTON CRG7EN 75.50|County 325|Crossbucks
Pub-Hwy-Al Grade Mclean BLOOMINGTON  [BLODMINGTON HARVEST HiLL 76.40] Township 150} Crosabucks
Fub—Hwy-Al Grade kotean BLOOMINGTON  1BLOOMINGTON WOODRIG RGAD 77.301 Township Z.450{Crossbucks
381 [Pub-Huwy-At Grade Melean in BLOOMINGTON [BLOCKMINGTON  [RHODES LANE 77.80 Municipal 5.400]Crossbucks
PRIVATE CROSSINGS
XING TYPE CD COUNTY NEAR CITY TOWNSHIP STREET MILE | JURISDICTION | AADY WARN DEVICE
4 Fﬁrwvay-r’\z Grade Platt Near MANSFIELD UE RIDGE PRIVATE ROAD 48.80
215 Priv-Hwy- At Grade Fiatt Near MANSFIELD BLUE RIDGE PRIVATE ROAD §0.10
318 Praft Noar MANSFIELD BLUE RIDGE PRIVATE ROAD 50.80
4 Proe-Hwy-At Grade Piatt Neay MANSFIELD DGE PRIVATE ROAD 51.80
5 Priv-Hwy-At Grade Piatt WNear MANSFIELD GE PRIVATE ROAD 52.00
& Priv-Hwy-At Grade Nsar MANSFIELD DOE PRIVATE ROAD 52.70
7 Briv-Hwy-At Grade Near FARMER CiTY SANTA ANNA PRIVATE RUAD 55.90
& Priv-Hwy-At Grade De Wit Near FARMER CITY SAN PRIVATE ROAD 56.60
g Priv-Hwy-At Grade De Wity Negar FARMER CITY SAl PRIVATE ROAD 57.20
10 Priv-tiwy-At Grads De witt Nesr FARMER CITY PRIVATE ROAD §7.70
11 Friv-Hwy-At Grade Melean Near LE ROY PRIVATE ROAD 58.68
12 Priv-ray-At Molean LE ROY ROAD 58.90
12 Erv-Hwy-AL oean EBOY BE BOAD 59.60
14 Priv-Hwy-At LE ROY P ROAD §9.90
15 Bei oyt B ROY ROAD 63.20
16 Prv-tary-At LE ROY ROAD 64.90
17 Frov-Hny At G BOY BE ROAD £5.40
18 e PRIV 66.80
14 Prov-Hwy-at Gea Near BR §7.50
is} Eriv-Hwy- Al Grade Haar 6882
21 Priv-Hwy-At Grade Near 69.70
22 Frig-Fary. & Nem £9.90
23 Priv-twy-At Grade tAcLean Near 70.30
24 Friv-Hwy-A1 Grade WicLean Near 70.70
25 t Grade Molean in 71.20
26 Grade Mclean Near 7210
27 1 Grade Mol ean Ner 72.20
28 ¢ Grade tclean Noar 73.50
2G Grade Mclsan Near BLY 75.90
30 Priv-Hyy-Al Grade KcLean Near B 78.20
41 Brv-rwy-At Grade Near E 76.70
37 Near Bl 7700
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