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DUD L E Y  B .  B R I D G F O R T H ,  J R .*      

TA Y L O R  D.  B U N T I N ,  I I I     
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*A L S O  L I C E N S E D  I N  TE N N E S S E E  

MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. BOX 241 

SOUTHAVEN, MS 38671 

  

March 28, 2019 
  

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E. Street, SW 

Washington, DeSoto County 20423  

 

RE:  Finance Docket 36233 

  Herrin Railroad, Williamson County, Illinois  

  Decision dated March 15, 2019 

     

Dear Sir or Madam:  

 

 This correspondence shall serve to supplement the referenced decision.  Herrin Railroad, LLC 

(“HR”) has contacted the City of Herrin, IL (“City”) in an effort to obtain information regarding the City’s 

ownership of the subject lines.  According to the City, ownership of the subject lines has been retained by 

the City in all dealings with Crab Orchard & Egyptian Railroad Company (“COER”) and Progressive Rail 

Incorporated (“PGR”).  See letter dated March 21, 2019 from Steve Frattini, Mayor of the City of Herrin 

to Michael Higgins attached as Exhibit “A”.   

 

Upon information and belief, the City acquired ownership of the subject lines through Interstate 

Commerce Commission Decision on Docket No. AB-43 Sub-No. 142 from Illinois Central Gulf Railroad 

dated September 4, 1986.  See Decision attached as Exhibit “B”.  The City has never conveyed ownership 

of the subject lines in its dealings with COER or PGR.  Any reference in FD 35656 to the “purchase” of 

the subject lines from the City by PGR is incorrect.  The City was not aware of such characterization of 

the transaction by PGR in its filing of its Notice of Exemption.  PGR no longer operates the subject lines.    

 

Based on the above, HR renews its request to acquire by lease and operate the subject lines.  By 

copy of this letter, I am confirming the above with Mayor Frattini.  

   

        Sincerely,  

 

s/Barry W. Bridgforth, Jr.   

Barry W. Bridgforth, Jr.   

 

 

BWB, JR.│kh 

cc: Herrin Railroad, LLC 

cc: Steve Frattini, Mayor of the City of Herrin 
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