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CITY OF FISHERS, CITY OF NOBLESVILLE, AND HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA

PETITION FOR PARTIAL REVOCATION OF EXEMPTION

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO LATE FILE EVIDENCE

Dated: November 19, 2017

On September 22, 2017, the Surface Transportation Board (“Board”) issued a decision in
response to multiple requests pertaining to the above-captioned proceeding. As a part of the Board’s
decision they granted, in part, an extension of time to file reply comments to the proceeding. The deadline

for submissions was extended to October 12, 2017.

On November 17, 2017, the Indiana Business Journal published an article detailing a land
development project in Fishers, IN which intersects with the subject railbanking and trails use proposal of
the railroad line in this proceeding. Given the timeliness and relevance of the article to this proceeding,
Save the Nickel Plate, Inc. (“STNKP”) requests that the Board deem it appropriate and necessary to

accept, albeit after the October 12, 2017 deadline, the article as evidence in this proceeding.

STNKP respectfully requests leave to late file the accompanying article as evidence in this

proceeding.



Logan J. Day
Group Facilitator

Save the Nickel Plate, Inc.
P.O. Box 48
Fishers, IN 46038

(317) 983-4449
info@savethenickelplate.org

| certify that these comments have been provided to the Applicant's Attorney of
Record via email.
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Logan J. Day

Save the Nickel Plate, Inc.
info@savethenickelplate.org



Logan Day | President
Save the Nickel Plate, Inc.
P.O. Box 48

Fishers, IN 46038

Ann D. Begeman

Acting Chairman

Office of Proceedings Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1034

Washington, DC 20024

November 19, 2017

Re: Docket No. FD 36137
City of Fishers, City of Noblesville, and Hamilton County, Indiana
Petition for Partial Revocation of Exemption

Dear Ms. Begeman:

Enclosed for filing to the above-captioned proceeding, please find a Motion for Leave to
Late File Evidence and a recently-published article to be submitted as evidence in the
above-captioned proceeding.

The article demonstrates two primary concerns; one - the trail may likely serve a more
primary purpose of fulfilling the Owners’ desires to eliminate future passenger and freight rail
traffic near this recently-revealed commercial development project, and two - the Owners have
shown effrontery in publicly labeling the corridor as the “Nickel Plate Trail”, despite having not
yet received permission, authority, or clarity of process from the Surface Transportation Board
regarding railbanking the line.

Please take the opportunity to examine the article and its relevance to this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

20/
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Logan Day
On behalf of Save the Nickel Plate Inc.
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Plan to develop 211 acres at Fishers airport site takes
flight

Susan Orr
November 17,2017
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The amount of land available for commercial development within the city of Fishers is about to increase
substantially.

A plan created by Fishers officials and approved Friday by the Indianapolis Airport Authority shows how 211
acres at Indianapolis Metropolitan Airport could be transformed into offices and uses such as research,
development and light industrial activity.

“We think that this space could hold up to 1 million square feet of commercial space, which is massive,” Fishers
Mayor Scott Fadness told the IAA board.

The property in question is not needed for aviation use at the 445-acre airport. For the past two years, the IAA,
which owns the Fishers airport, has been working with Fishers officials to find commercial uses for the land. (A
map of the plan appears below; click for larger view.)


https://us3.proxysite.com/process.php?d=x5B99FmPCRZbhcGRVljewQ%3D%3D&b=1
https://us3.proxysite.com/process.php?d=x5B99FmPCRZbhcGRVljewQ%3D%3D&b=1
https://us3.proxysite.com/process.php?d=x5B99FmPCRZbhcGRVljewcVTI3MPmHg9%2F5TkkGeYqeGnGSivens%3D&b=1
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The airport authority gave Fishers the go-ahead last summer
to move forward with a development plan. Friday’s vote
marked IAA’s approval of the completed plan.

In all, the plan shows where 20 different buildings could be
sited on the property northwest of 96th Street and Hague
Road. All are proposed as two-story structures.

The plan calls for Fishers to take the lead on marketing the
property. On Monday, Fishers City Council will consider an
agreement to work with real estate brokerage JLL for this

purpose.

IAA prefers to retain ownership of the land and lease it out to tenants, but the airport authority is open to
considering land sales, said IAA board member Steven Dillinger. Dillinger is also a member of the Hamilton
County Board of Commissioners.

Even though active marketing efforts haven’t started yet, Fadness said the city has already had discussions with
“three or four” companies potentially interested in moving to the airport site, representing a mix of existing local

businesses and newcomers.

Fadness said the portion of the property adjacent to 96th Street has attracted the most interest, so that is likely
the first part that will see development.

Any development deal would have to be approved by the IAA before moving forward.

Eric Anderson, the airport authority’s property director, said it will likely be several years before the site is fully
developed.

Also at Friday’s IAA board meeting, board member Mamon Powers III gave an update on the airport’s
“concessions refresh” efforts.

Almost three-fourths of the airport’s shops and restaurants will see their leases expire by the end of 2018. This
means there likely will be some tenant turnover. The airport is actively trying to attract more local vendors.

More than 150 businesses attended a daylong information session Nov. 8, Powers said, adding that “we had a lot
of local and national firms represented.”

Powers said the airport expects to spend between $2 million and $3 million to prepare spaces for new tenants.
The airport is responsible for providing a “white box™ space to new vendors, and from there the vendor bears the
cost of developing the site.

The airport should recoup its costs in a little more than two years, Powers said, because the changes should
increase the amount that the airport earns from concessions. Vendors pay the airport either a fixed monthly lease
amount or a percentage of sales, whichever is higher.
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