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The Honorable Daniel R. Elliot, I The Honorable Debra Miller
U.S. Surface Transportation Board U.S. Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW 395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001 Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Elliot, and Commissioner Miller:

Please consider this my letter of strong opposition to the proposed Great Lakes Basin Railroad
project. I, along with numerous constituents in my district, have several concerns about the
outcome of this project.

This project will take away prime farmland in Illinois due to the tens of thousands of acres of land
needed for the rail line. Illinois is ranked 6™ in agricultural production in the country, and the
proposed rail line will take at least 20,000 acres ‘of farmland, not to mention the land that will be
needed to build rail crossings and flyovers, and to fix drainage issues.

Additionally, there is no commitment on future usage of the railway. Not a single Class [ railroad
has said that it would use the route; furthermore, Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern expressively
stated that they would not. In addition, many railroads own their own rail lines and are unwilling
to pay a needless toll for another rail line.

Lastly, this project raises safety concerns. Running trains every 15 minutes will be a safety risk for
those who require crossing the tracks. The safety of citizens that will be impacted by this project
is of the utmost importance and should not be taken lightly. '

Please give every consideration to the denial of the Great Lakes Basin Railroad project application.

Sincerely,

7 B
n&pain A

SERVING THE CITY OF PEORIA NORTH OF GLEN AVENUE. THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN TOWNSHIPS 1IN PEGRIA COUNTY, INCLUDING CHILLICOTHE. DUNLAP.
PRINCEVILLE, BRIMFIELD, ELMWOOD AND PORTIONS OF LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP, FIVE TOWNSHIPS IN BUREAU COUNTY MARSHALL COUNTY AND MGST OF
WOQODRFORD COUNTY.
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