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oroha 
Grain~Feed 

PO Box 107 
Corona, SD 57227 

605-432-6206 
Fax: 605-432-9282 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown 

Chief, Section of Administration 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of Proceedings 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

April 16, 2018 

Re: Docket No. FD 36178, Metropolitan Council- Petition for Declaratory Order 
Docket No. FD 36177, Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority-Acquisition Exemption -

In Hennepin County, Minnesota 

LETIER IN SUPPORT OF TWIN CITIES & WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY'S 
INITIAL REPLY REQUESTING THE BOARD TO SET A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Corona Grain and Feed Company, Inc. urges the Board to set a procedural schedule in the above 
referenced proceeding (FD 36178) to permit public comment and a full hearing on Metropolitan 
Council's Petition seeking to acquire ownership of the Bass Lake and Kenilworth corridors in Hennepin 
County, Minnesota. The Board should also stay the Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority's 
("HCRRA") request in FD 36177 to acquire the common carrier obligations for the line. 

Corona Grain and Feed is located in Corona ,SD, Roberts County, SD. Our company is a grain facility and 
feed mill as well as a fertilizer and chemical plant and is located on Twin Cities & Western Railroad 
Company ("TCW"). Since the inception, we have relied on TCW for efficient and effective rai·I access to 
the Twin Cities to connect with major Class I carriers such as BNSF, a route that includes the Bass 
Lake/Kenilworth corridor. We estimate we ship over 100 carloads a year over this route. Without the 
TC&W, our operation would not be able to continue. We rely heavily on transportation by rail to 
economically move grain and fertilizer. Our business is the cornerstone of this small community of 
Corona. Corona would face an economic hardfall if our business failed to exist. 
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Several years ago, TCW informed us that the Metropolitan Council was seeking to expand its light rail 
service from Minneapolis west to certain suburban communities. When it was determined that the 
Metropolitan Council had selected the Bass Lake/Kenilworth corridor for a joint light rail /freight rail 
corridor, TCW committed that it would work with the Council to reach agreements both to minimize 
disruption to freight rail service during construction and thereafter to assure that the presence of light 
rail in the freight rail corridor would not negatively impact TC&W's operational and economic ability to 
provide service or force shippers, such as Corona Grain and Feed, to subsidize the expense of adding 
light rail to the corridor. 

We understand the Metropolitan Council recently abruptly ended negotiations with TCW and has filed 
its present Petition asking the Board to approve an arrangement whereby the Council will acquire 
ownership of the rail line but will ask the Board to transfer the common carrier obligation to HCRRA. 
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council nor HCRRA has eve/sought our input on freightrail needs on the corridor and we now have 
learned they have no agreements in place with TCW on how freight service will be handled on this 
proposed "shared corridor" route. 

We urge the Board to set a procedural schedule and delay HCRRA's request to acquire the common 
carrier obligation in order to solicit the views of others affected by this transaction - in particular 
shippers like ourselves who need this vital rail route to move our goods through the Twin Cities. 
Entrusting the common carrier obligation to a public entity that does not operate freight rail service 
provides little assurance that important shipper interests in continued effective transportation service 
will be protected. In addition, deciding on this matter without reaching an agreement with the one 
entity that is currently- and effectively- providing the common carrier service, TCW, is a matter of 
significant concern and warrants close scrutiny by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



Cc:  Greenberg, Edward D 

      Galland Kharasch Greenberg Fellman & Swirsky Pc 

      1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, Nw, Suite 500 

      Washington, DC 20007 

  

     Andy Ford 

     Midwest Agri-Commodities Company 

     999 Fifth Ave.  Suite 500 

     San Rafael, Ca  94901 

 

CC:   Bob Fox 

         Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority 

         PO Box 481 

         Redwood Falls, MN  56283 

 

         Bob Zelenka 

         Minnesota Grain and Feed Association 

         3470 Washington Dr., Suite 200  

         Eagan, MN  55122  

 

        Brad Jenkins 

        Pilot Travel Centers, LLC 

        5508 Lonas Dr. 

        Knoxville, TN  37909 

 

        Bruce Abbe 

        Midwest Shippers Association 

        10800 Lyndale Ave South, Suite 159 

        Bloomington, MN  55420 

 

       Charles A Spitulnik 

       Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority 

       1001 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 800 

       Washington, DC  20036 

 

       Charles J. Steffl 

       Step Saver Inc. 

       120 2nd St. W 

       Morton, MN  56270 

 

      Charlie Threlkeld 

      Consolidated Grain & Barge Company 

      PO Box 249 

      Mandeville, LA  70470-0249 

 

      Craig Hebrink 

      Farmward Cooperative 

      PO Box 604 

      Renville, MN  56284     

  



      Dan Mack 

      CHS, Inc. 

      5500 Cenex Drive, MS 320 

      Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC:  Dan Smith 

         Cooperative Network 

        145 University Ave. W, Suite 450 

        St Paul, MN  55103 

 

        David Peters 

        Central Region Cooperative 

        PO Box E 

        Fairfax, MN  55332 

 

        Douglas E. Punke 

        Renewable Products Marketing Group, Inc. 

        1157 Valley Park Dr, Suite 100 

        Shakopee, MN  55379 

 

        Edward D Greenberg 

        Metropolitan Council 

        1055 Thomas Jefferson St. NW, Suite 500 

        Washington, DC  20007 

 

        Eric Baukol 

        Granite Falls Energy, LLC 

        PO Box 216 

        Granite Falls, MN  56241 

 

        Gary Anderson 

        Heartland Corn Products 

        PO Box A 

        Winthrop, MN  55396 

 

        Gregory Webb 

        Archer Daniels Midland 

        77 W. Wacker Dr, Suite 4600 

        Chicago, IL  60601 

 

       Honorable Jason Lewis 

       2805 Cliff Road 

       Burnsville, MN  55337 

 

       Janette Wertish 



       City of Renville 

       221 N Main St. 

       Renville, MN  56284 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC:  Jarvis Haugenberg 

        Form A Feed, Inc 

        740 Bowman St. 

        Stewart, MN  55385 

 

        Jeff Christoffersen 

       The Mosaic Company 

       13830 Circa Crossing Dr 

       Lithia, FL  33547 

 

      Jeff Nielsen 

      United Farmers Cooperative 

      PO Box 461 

      Winthrop, MN  55396 

 

      Jerome Fragodt 

      Farmers Union Oil Company 

      124 W Nichols Ave. 

      Montevideo, MN  56265 

 

     Joe Nagel 

     County of Mcleod 

     830 11th St. East 

     Glenco, MN  55336 

 

     Joseph Fiereck 

     Ceres Global Ag Corp 

     1660 S Hwy 100, Suite 350 

     St Louis Park, MN  55416 

 

     Matt Reiners 

     Poet Nutrition 

     4506 N Lewis Ave. 

     Sioux Falls, SD  57104 

 

     Michael V Smith 

     Finger Lakes Railway Corp 

    68 Border City Rd. 

    Geneva, NY  14456 



 

    Perry Aaness 

    Minnesota Agri-Growth Council, Inc. 

    400 Robert St. N, Suite 1520 

    St. Paul, MN  55101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

CC:  Randy Kramer 

         Renville County 

        105 S 5th St., Suite 315 

        Olivia, MN  56277 

 

       City Council of Stewart, MN 

       PO Box 195 

       Stewart, MN  55385 

 

       Sibley County Commissioners 

       400 Court Ave. 

       Gaylord, MN  55334 

 

       Scott Dubbelde 

       Farmers Cooperative Elevator 

      1972 510th St. 

      Hanley Falls, MN  56245 

 

       Shaun Brooks 

       F.W. Cobs Company 

       PO Box 30 

       Saint Albans Bay, VT  05481 

 

        Stephen Kossuth 

        Amerigas Propane 

        11450 Compaq Center West Dr., Suite 400 

        Houston, TX  77070 

 

         Steve Christensen 

        Granite Falls Energy, LLC 

         PO Box 216 

         Granite Falls, MN  56241 

 

        Steven C Jones 

        City of Montevideo 

        PO Box 517 

        Montevideo, MN  56265 

 



       Steven Domm 

       Southern MN Beet Sugar Cooperative 

        83550 Cty Rd 21 

        Renville, MN  56284 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

CC.  Wendy Pederson 

        City of Franklin 

        PO Box 326 

        Franklin, MN  55333 

 

       William A Mullins 

        Twin Cities and Western Railroad Company 

        2401 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 300 

        Washington, DC  20037 

 

       William Doyscher 

       1972 510th St.   

      Hanley Falls, MN  56245 

 

      Willie E Smith, Jr. 

      National Sugar Marketing, LLC 

     700 Wilmington Island Rd. 

      Savannah, GA  31410 

 

  

 

 

        

 
 
 
 
  



 




